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Languages follow patterns and structures. When it comes to a globalized social scenario 
the youth are those who take forward new trends into the local situation with vehemence. 
The language used especially at the informal sector of life of youth in Kerala, the 
southernmost state of India, depicts a scenario where three different language paradigms 
get merged and new forms of communication takes place. Malayalam which is the 
official language of communication and English the second language get merged with the 
technocratic paradigm and the youth writing become emblematic of a global scenario 
where languages go beyond borders and enhance communication.  This article unwraps 
this situation through two language experiments using Participant Observation Method 
against the background of Postmodern reflections on structures. The conclusion is that 
there is a new way of communication emerges and that too form part of linguistic 
requirements of communicability between people while they do away with standard 
structures known to be necessary for languages.  

KEYWORDS: Manglish, Kerala, Youth Writing, Deconstruction, Postmodernism, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Good literary creations enchant both the author and the reader. Being capable of 
generating substantial and trend setting creations is one of the aspirations of young 
writers. With an ardent desire to leave delightful and permanent imprints in the verbal 
hippodrome, young writers adventure into newer streams of thinking and unchartered 
roadmaps. The plight of these writers carry along also a dilemma on the credibility of 
what they compose. Much has been done in the marshy wetlands of creativity where 
every production become a dew drop sustaining moments of curious reading. The 
panorama of peer viewers who ply their trade with historical hick-ups knap sacked 
enroute through widest varieties of construction and reconstruction of formats, encumber 
into slippery grounds of drift sand; that of deconstruction and trend setting. The youth 
find themselves in a dilemma having to embrace the other through languages: the mother 
tongue, the second language and technological possibilities. The result of this dilemma is 
a new way of communication, departing from old structures and re-creating new ones.  

This short article reflects on the trauma which creativity of today’s communicative 
English language carry along. Our hypothesis is that there is a convergence of ideas, 
languages and images which form into a single unit creating meaningful communication 
processes while there is a departure from set structures of languages used to communicate 
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Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-09, Jan 2019 Special Issue (01) 
 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 77 

in Kerala. Departure from structures would be found out on the background of Derrida, 
Deconstruction and the obvious Postmodern debacle. In order to verify the hypothesis 
two experiments will be conducted. A group of randomly chosen youth of the well-
nourished and meticulously imparted English education during school days would lead 
our reflection. Using the Participative Observation Method we would analyse how far the 
punchy trends of youth language reflect the deconstructive under currents of postmodern 
thinking. In a second experiment a group chat done over WhatsApp, by a group of 
college youth of a class will be taken at random. At the end of each experiment key 
findings of these experiment would be culled out followed by a small analysis of these 
findings. That would lead to concluding statements of this paper.  

Introducing Derrida  

Jacques Derrida, one of the key figures which influenced the way the world would think 
for the years to come, have been one of the most complex and necessary readings to 
understand the phenomena of hyper thinking of the postmodern era. As one of those 
stealthier visions of the literary and philosophical world deconstruction has affected the 
ordinary reflections of the youth. The current generation gets involved better in this 
process through lives more than reflections. Their language usages attest this. This 
presentation is not intended to do justice to the memory or works of Derrida or other 
Postmodernists. It is only an attempt to comprehend new styles of communication 
presented by the youth of today against the background of Standard language 
performances.  

The Postmodern debacle 

Youth communication today finds itself battling with postmodern concepts and 
traditional imprints of culture. And hence here is a growing tendency to adapt latest styles 
while adhering to accepted behavioural patterns. In the modern period the emphasis was 
laid on form and structure, because in the subtle bylines of the society and in its writing, 
there was a belief that if one keeps the structure the structure would keep them from 
being erroneous. With regard to setting trends, any new trend with a captivating content 
and style would lead itself and others to all forums of societal life. So did 
Postmodernism. That futility of a blind obedience to structure, and in that sphere to 
authorities and elders, made a generation celebrate the new freedom as it is, and not as for 
something greater. The thirst for an unparalleled expression of every innate feeling with 
its wildest expressions took to the dancing floor every notch of creativity and their 
literary and philosophical expressions calling it ‘postmodernism.’ As a result there is a 
growing tendency around the globe for asserting allegiances not to values but to 
entertainment and superficiality. In the name of search for identity, an escape into 
egoism, selfishness and an incomparable desire to put oneself into public demonstration 
abounds. A constant growth of narcissism stares at the younger generations, and they 
seem to celebrate it (Howard Gardner and Katie Davis, 2013: 69). The way youth write 
today, depicts on the one side their thrust for freedom of expression beyond structures 
and on the other endless creativity to make life more practical and accommodative.  

The subaltern groans for freedom and the seemingly pointless fights with structures made 
Derrida dearer to most than the structuralists would otherwise think. Institutions which 
claimed to protect the future of the young and give stability to growth process have fallen 
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from the pedestal and have moved to be fearsome entities staring at the future generation. 
The young seems to be in need of having to fight their own way into the future, despite of 
structural conformities (Carmen Leccardi, 2014: 45).  

Youth Writing 

The youth of today and their writing methodologies present a scenario in which there is a 
clear departure from structures and conventions. The stability which was thought to be 
the core of patterns in the traditional and structuralist thinking of linguistic formation has 
been abandoned by the youth, especially in their informal writings. With the availability 
of technological advancements and latest gadgets, micro communications thrive and 
linguistic literary endeavours find a complex plethora. The language in vogue becomes a 
new trend, necessitated by the amalgamation of technology, hyper thinking and creative 
outlooks on life itself. While all that was considered SacroSantum blurs into oblivion 
especially with regard to linguistic panorama and structures, the theoretical framework 
posed by Deconstruction theories linger and reflect into today’s youth writing.  

Deconstruction is a form of reading and comprehending texts which proceeded largely 
from the works of Derrida. It refutes every pretension that a particular meaning is ‘there’ 
somewhere just because it was spoken or even written down. Rather, the complete 
meaning exists not in the words uttered but in the totality of all the words ever spoken in 
the history which actually gives meaning in the particular context. Deconstruction 
maintains that the very foundation of realities are ‘tainted’ by the same ‘epistemological 
limitation they are designed to overcome.’ There is no more infallibility in the concepts 
that propose themselves to be ultimate and objective (Gutting Gary, 2001). Staying 
vehemently on trails of history and yet concerned with the newly found conviction, 
Derrida dared the concept of Deconstruction.  

The youth writing of the informal sector in Kerala is found with possibilities of doing 
away with language structures both of Malayalam and of English. It avails those 
possibilities of technocratic paradigm and hence a new way of writing emerges. It is 
through two experiments that this concept is revealed. 

Experiment 1: 

The experiment is conducted in the State of Kerala, where the youth have access to global 
language trends and traditional living styles. In order to comprehend better the impact of 
deconstruction among the youth and their writing the participant observation method is 
used. This allows the researcher to get involved with a group under research. Randomly 
chosen, these youth belonged to the age group of 17-18, a time of life which is full of 
expression and eager creativity. It was a group of 15 youth. The intervention intended to 
investigate into the communicative writing which they practice among themselves and 
cull out striking patterns. After a random introduction aimed at posing them comfortable 
and interested in the experiment, discussions began with trends and fashions especially in 
vesting and cuisine which was followed by the writing spectrum. They were asked to 
write to a friend about their dream college and what plans they would have for the same. 
They were given a computer each with internet connectivity and they could write the way 
they wanted. Given about 15 minutes to write a few lines, their files saved and brought 
forward for further discussions so that salient features could be culled out. 
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Findings:  

The youth under observation came from Kerala and are in the habit of using Malayalam 
as spoken language. Files which contained their writing were opened and an inspection 
into those writing gave an abundance of information. Important features noted are here. 

• Six of them used English as the medium of language. Others used English 
letters and wrote Malayalam words. “aaswapnathilthannesughamund” is just 
an example. The individual wanted to say that the dream itself was beautiful. 

• They mixed frequently words in English and Malayalam. 
“Collegintelifeennuparanjalathupoliyalle!” All of them called this second 
mode of writing as ‘Manglish’, combination of Malayalam and English. 

• Different letters were used to mean the same word in ‘Manglish.’ For 
example, “nale” and “nala” were written by different people for meaning 
tomorrow. 

• Those who wrote in English demonstrated creativity within English words and 
were not concerned about the grammatical structures of any sort in any 
language. 

• Intensions were about making themselves understood and sentences were very 
short and often limited to a few words 

• There were no attempts to colour their parlance with literary constructions. 

In the table below we have examples from the vocabulary used by those student in their 
conversation.  

An analysis of this trend shall be done after the second experiment.  

Experiment 2: 

The second experiment consisted in inviting the young user of WhatsApp, the social 
media protocol, into a casual conversation. Different college students were casually 
invited into conversation. Their ways of communication among friends do demonstrate 

Written word Intended word 
tym time 
4 for 
2 to 
hav have 
wat what 
ma mother 
wud would 
schl school 
wr were 
lyk like 
njoy enjoy 
wn when 
 

Table 1: Abbreviations found within youth writing in Kerala 
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the most common trends among the youth. The basic language format was induced into 
English and the rest is visible from one of such conversations presented below in screen 
shots. 

Below are three screen shots from a group of college students on a random day. While 
there is a birthday celebration of one of the members there are also other discussions with 
the professor and students. The analysis is limited to one WhatsApp group where the 
students of a class numbering 60 are present with the professor conversing with each 
other in the group. 

Findings: 

• Most evident from these screen shots are the emojis and smileys used in the 
normal conversation. Emotions expressed with icons are normally understood as 
emojis or emoticons.  

• There is a mixture of English and Malayalam as language of parlance. 
• There are presences of badly morphed and superimposed images from films. 
• Emotions are expressed with exaggerated and repeated letters as in 

“Thankuuuuuuu” 
• There are replies given without any words and only using emoticons. 

Findings from these two experiments can be taken now for an analysis.  

Analysis: 

Going through these experiments the realization is that the youth of today, while using 
their informal language, are not worried about the grammar or literary constructions 
imparted to them in younger school days. Concern for literary and flowery language is 
not present in their daily conversations. Their purpose of using words is to communicate 
the most urgent and the immediately tangible matters. The tendency to minimalize 
expression is evident. Often they avoid vowels wherever possible though there is no one 
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pattern for the same. Creativity consists not in using the same pattern by different people 
to create something new but in the process of writing itself with different patterns and yet 
being comprehensible.  The blending of languages and images to communicate an idea is 
becoming the moment of convergence which qualifies the communication process today. 
The capacity to use whatever the technology is posing before them in order to 
communicate is noticeable and commendable. While there is a seemingly vivid 
communication process taking place with English as the language and medium of 
communication, the process of interaction have gone well beyond borders of English 
language. The youth parlance, especially in the informal arena is not limited to the sphere 
of any one language. 

CONCLUSION 

This small research paper was aimed at verifying how far the English that is taught 
during school days form part of the normal and daily communication processes of the 
young. Going back to the theoretical framework of deconstruction of Derrida, it is a 
realization that the informal youth language in Kerala has challenged those affirmations 
about English language and its usages. Grammatical structures and language 
constructions have been demolished while communicating. A poststructuralist approach 
is being used by the youth in which rules of set patterns have been abandoned.  

The hypothesis of this paper said that there is a convergence of languages and images in 
the communication of the youth of Kerala which goes beyond the linguistic structures 
and boundaries. Two experiments were conducted among college youth to verify this 
hypothesis. The first one consisted in asking the youth present in the experiment group to 
write a letter to one of their friends. Being an informal letter they used typical ways of 
expression. Salient features of the results were brought in for the analysis. The second 
experiment was that of taking screenshots of their WhatsApp conversations and culling 
out important characteristics. An analysis was done after both the experiments against 
background of the hypothesis.  

The departure from structured language usages of the youth is to be studied against the 
background of a constant and well-structured training for English language and literature 
in Kerala provided by the State Council of educational Research and training (SCERT) in 
Kerala, or The Indian Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE) or even The Central 
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). These syllabuses provide students with well-
structured English learning, both as a language and as literature. There are schools that 
are using English as the medium of instruction as well.  

The college youth of Kerala are fascinated, influenced and often conditioned by 
globalization processes which demand mental openings well beyond the boundaries of 
local thinking. There are evident signs of cross-border communications between 
languages, systems of learning, social understandings and technological progress. This 
social and linguistic situation, together with the need for speedy communication process 
have probably induced the youth to find easier ways of communication which included 
often abandoning of grammatical structures instructed. They tend to mix different 
languages, especially Malayalam and English. There is an abundance of images used in 
order to communicate. Episodes from cinemas are used to convey their own ideas. There 
is an overabundance of ‘Manglish’ – the combination Malayalam and English, in its two 
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forms. The first form shows using of Malayalam words using English letters. The second 
is mixing of both languages as in the case of ‘same rout-ilullavar’ where there is a 
mixture of two languages in the same sentence and in the same word. The daily 
communication takes the fastest and shortest routes as it emerges flourishingly into the 
surface.   

The realization at the end of this paper is that the creative language used by the younger 
generation of today is coloured with a departure from structures. On a second analysis the 
language they use do not form part of traditional concepts with structures, yet they 
communicate ideas, which is a function of any language. There seems to be a gradual 
process of evolution in linguistic constructions in the communicative modalities of the 
young. There is a process of ‘destruction’ language and its structures. The very using of 
emoticons and other such symbols instead of clear words and sentences, underscores the 
same. There is a process of ‘reconstruction’ of sentences using other available words and 
properties forming a new language style: Manglish. By using this form they have gone 
beyond the borders of English and Malayalam languages. With the use of emoticons and 
other such symbols they go well beyond the verbal linguistic patterns provided by both 
the languages. But still, as one of the main concerns and logic behind any language is the 
communicability between two entities (H.D. Lasswell, 1948), these usages fall under the 
purview of the linguistic parameters.  

The deconstructive methodologies of the post modernists like Derrida who inspire to view a 
poststructuralist world with the dismantling of every cliché, have been proved also in the youth 
language today as it has gone much beyond the structured boundaries. The purpose of language is 
not to maintain the structure of language, but to be avail itself for communication between 
individuals and groups. And the language process of the young people from Kerala have taken 
recourse to this very fact. It is the personal and local society requirements that enforce new 
strategies of life and linguistic parameters. Social needs have, as in the case of Derrida, obligated 
various responses of adaptation for the linguistic evolution of localities. Globalization parameters 
reinforce global reach of local expressions for the young. Parroting of words and usages abound 
in the young language and they can’t be confined to ghettoes. At this point another question 
emerges: can one define these forms of writing as literature? That is another study to be 
conducted. 
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