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,  
History is an “unending dialogue” between the present and the past, a dialogue between 
the events of the past and progressively emerging future ends. It’s a volcano which burst 
out with all its originality.  No one can mix it up with any particles or cannot be able to 
layer it with their own ingredients. The entire forms come out very normally. It jumps out 
on couches and acting crazy. The main thing is about the specific details matter. Even 
little things in the texts reflects the big ideas of the time. Something that is written, joy or 
pleasure, habits or life style, the food they eat, the way they spend the money and taking 
rests all matters. When it is taken into the mind as common ideas, it is harmless. If it is 
taken as complex, then it really matters. This paper portrays the historical treatment of 
caribbean women in  Jamaica Kincaid’s Novels.  
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 Historicism is a mode of thinking that assigns major significance to a specific context, 
such as historical period, geographical theories of knowledge such as empiricism and 
rationalism, which neglect the role of tradition. The term “historicism” (Historismus) was 
coined by German philosopher Karl Wilhelm Friedrich Schlegal. Over time it has 
developed different and Somewhat divergent meanings. Elements of historicism appear 
in the wrings of French essayist Michel de Montaigne (1533 – 1592) and Italian 
philosopher G.B. Vico (1668 – 1744) and become more fully developed with the dialectic 
of Georg Hegel (1770 – 1831), influential in 19th Century Europe. The writings of Karl 
Marx, influenced by Hegel, also include historicism. The term is also associated with the 
empirical social sciences and with the work of Franz Boas.  

Historicism may be contrasted with reductionist theories – which assumes that all 
developments can be explained by fundamental principles (such as economic 
determinism) or with theories that posit that historical changes occur because of random 
chance. Whether it is his story or her story, it is almost intertwined by its elegant style of 
emptiness of life. It is a fact that empty stomach feels the hunger not the filled one. The 
life & time of the author speaks more about background of the novel. Jamaicawas born 
Elaine Potter Richardson and grew up in relative poverty with her mother, a literate, 
cultured woman and home-maker, and her stepfather, a carpenter. She was very close to 
her mother until her three brothers were born in quick succession, starting when she was 
nine years old. After her brother’s birth, Kincaid felt neglected by her mother, who 
thereafter focused primarily on their needs. Kincaid later recalled, 
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I don't know if having other children was the cause for our relationship changing - it 
might have changed as I entered adolescence, but her attention went elsewhere. And 
also, our family money remained the same but there were more people to feed and to 
clothe and so everything got sort of shortened not only material things but emotional 
things, the good emotional things I got a short end of that. But then I got more of 
things I didn't have, like a certain kind of cruelty and neglect. In the end it didn't 
matter. When I was first a young person it did matter a lot because I didn't know 
what had happened to me. If I hadn't become a writer, I don't know what would have 
happened to me; that was a kind of self-rescuing. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/arts/features/womenwriters/kincaid_life.shtml 

In a New York times interview, Kincaid also said that “The way I became a writer was 
that my mother wrote my life for me and told it to me” [Archived March 3,2014, at the                                                   
Wayback Machine].The real history of the individual depends upon their mother’s care in 
building his or her career. Through Kincaid’s life and through her writing, the major 
ideas every reader get is ‘Motherhood’. Motherhood is a great honour and privilege, yet it 
is also synonymous with servanthood. Sometimes the strength of motherhood is greater 
than natural laws. Caribbean culture, tradition political influence is linked with feminism 
and motherhood. 

 Knowing the history of the Caribbean region goes a long way towards understanding its 
people each island has a unique cultural identity shaped by the European colonialists, the 
African heritage of slaves, and the enduring legacies of the native Indian tribes. This rich 
history and its lasting influence are set against a backdrop of crystal-clear water and 
perpetual sunshine.Although not largely written about, Caribbean culture has arguably 
been preserved more by the authentic voices of “intuitive Scholars”: artists farmers, 
merchants and traders-educationally deprived, perhaps, but quite learned in the cultural 
heritage of the island nations. They are the region’s best oral historians and cultural 
preservationists.The Caribbean life style is undoubtedly a product of its tropical setting. 
The music, architecture, attitudes and customs have all, in some way, been shaped by the 
physical landscape and climate. The cultures the Caribbean countries are a blend of 
colonial mainstays and pervasive influences by major ethnic groups of the region such as 
east Indian and Africans. 

True openness is the accomplishment of a desire to know, hence of the awareness of 
ignorance. To deny the possibility knowing good and bad is to doubt the truth of 
historicism and treat it as a peculiarity of contemporary historyHistoricism and 
cultural relativism are a means to avoid testing our own prejudices and asking, for 
example, whether men are equal or whether what opinion is merely a democratic 
prejudice. 

 [The closing of the American Mind,pg. no40] 

The history of the Caribbean cultural is peculiar. It does not evolve gradually and 
naturally out of a remote mythological past. The abrupt beginning has led historians like 
Eric Williams (1970) and literary artists like V.S Naipaul (1969) to assert that the 
Caribbean is merely a geographical expression which lacks a noteworthy history. But 
now, many of the writers explored here themselves have resided in, and return from 
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multiple countries, their literature remains acutely conscious of formative national 
experiences and of the limited placed on most people’s mobility.Elaine Showalter in 
“Feminist Criticism in the wilderness” defines her opinion about women writings. The 
differences are Biological, Linguistic, Psychanalytic and cultural, each seeking to define 
and differentiate the qualities of the woman writers and the women’s text.   

Caribbean women writer’s voices, most writers remain unknown, their voices essentially 
remain unheard and they have appeared irregularly in anthologies of poetry or short 
stories. It remains a sad fact of Caribbean literary history that few writers, apart from 
Jean Rhys and Louise Bennett, have gained substantial, either regionally or 
internationally. Clearly publishing opportunities have been limited Many of the problems 
for instance, which faced the first generation of male writers-figures such as Edger 
Mittelholzer, V.S.Naipaul,  Samuel Selvon and George Lamming – who all migrate to the 
metropolis, or then supposed “mother country”, in the 1950s, to find publishers for their 
works and whose arrival accounted for London becoming what Henry Swanzy, the 
producer of Caribbean voice, Once called a kind of “literary headquarters” [2], still 
operate today. 

Furthermore, enormous socio – political and cultural factors have also contributed to this 
silence. A history of colonialism, economic poverty, high rates of illiteracy amongst large 
sectors of the rural population, restricted educational opportunities for women, a migrant 
male labour face, and many other circumstances, have limited the potential of a sustained 
literary output from Caribbean women. Perhaps most important is the fact that, as olive 
senior of Jamaica has pointed out, over two – thirds of Caribbean households are headed 
by women whose responsibilities for child – rearing within an extended family contest 
are enormous. Not paradoxically, but ironically perhaps given the centrality of the 
matrifocal base to Caribbean society and culture, the men have tended to hold the 
political power and until recently have been solely responsible for articulating the nature, 
boundaries, concerns and innovations of the Caribbean literary tradition. This is not an 
unfamiliar or uncommon problem for women writers in previously colonized countries. 
Frequently the issues of women’s “independence” or “liberation” is seen as subordinate 
to and often a betrayal of traditional codes of practice and belief, a betrayal of the broader 
struggle for decolonization, nation hood and independence. 

The effects of a mother’s love on her daughters lies at the heart of Jamaica Kincaid’s 
body of writing. Caribbean land symbolically interprets the need for a discovery of a 
culturally secure world and the need to create a unification of personality, a “wholeness” 
amidst racist conflicts, colonialism, education, religion etc., Annie John and the other 
novels of Kincaid are centrally concerned with “motherland”, or the lack of them, and 
“mother culture”. 

Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid is the story of a child’s journey to womanhood as seen 
through her own pubescent eyes, growing up in Antigua in the 1950s and 1960s. it begins 
in paradise, the island of her birth, and we watch as Annie recounts her development 
from an almost prenatal sense of oneness and identification with her mother, through 
adolescence into womanhood and eventual departure, not only from the island but from 
childhood itself. Annie says, “My Mother, keeping the usual tabs, marveled at my 
industriousness and ambition. I was already first in my class and I was first without ever 
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really trying hard, so I had nothing much to worry about (Pg.63). Every care for, Annie 
John is taken by her mother and her life style, education, behavior, neatness, and even her 
reading habit is designed and established by her mother. When she attains adulthood and 
moves tightened her arms around Annie and held her close, “Still holding me close to her 
she said, in a voice that raked across my skin,” It doesn’t matter what you do or where 
you go, I’ll always be your mother, and this will always be your home”. (A.J – 147) 

Annie John leaves her native land at her seventeen to England feeling distaste of her 
mother land and mother culture. Lucy, Kincaid’s 2nd novels starts with our protagonist’s 
arrival to England to work as an aupair in a wealthy family. Lucy, the protagonists first 
having a dislike in her motherland and mother culture enters the new culture and tradition 
of New England. But later she feels disgust in this modern civilized world. She said, “On 
their way to freedom, some people find riches, some people find death”, but I did not 
succeed” (Lucy 129). Lucy is a product of double identity. Lucy is analyzed as a 
foreigner / immigrant from the Caribbean as well as a woman of color within the United 
states. Although migrants are generally understood to be those who settle in another 
country, immigrants are distinct from migrants because they undergo more than just 
physical displacement; their identities change as well. They leave their native country and 
try to integrate themselves into their new country and try to integrate themselves identity 
for another. This identity formation is usually influenced through components such as 
race, class and gender. The exploration of the dynamics of gender, sexuality, the 
lingering effects of colonialism in post-colonial societies the traditional roles of domestic 
labor and the confounded perceptions concerning women of color in both American and 
Caribbean societies. 

“The Autobiography of My Mother is mythologized as Jamaica Kincaid’s mother’s early 
life. She overthrows the traditional modals of order that adhere to the superiority of the 
figure of the “patriarch” through the female narrator, who is at the time the protagonist. 
Kincaid attempts to reshape the conventional order of established social conventions 
through her fiction,The Autobiography of My Mother. By empowering her female 
protagonist both sexually and intellectually, Kincaid seems to refuse to reduce women to 
and forms of submissiveness or victimization. Stay-at-home wives and mothers, women 
in the Dominican society is the highlighted themes can be seen in The Autobiography of 
My Mother. 

Mr. Potter is a very different type of fiction, Kincaid tried and reached out with almost 
popularity. It is also said why the speaker of the novel as “a very very long voyage round 
my father”. Reputation is an element of many ways of writing, but no one before Stein 
cultivated it to such extremes. Writers routinely appropriate past styles, but usually 
choose ones which in their day enthralled more readers than they exasperated. So, it’s 
surprising that Jamaica Kincaid should venture into the parlor of modernism and pick up 
Gertrude stein’s abandoned knitting. When William James wrote: ‘There are no 
differences except differences of degree between different degrees of difference and 
difference’, it was after he had inhaled nitrous oxide, and the sentence seemed to him at 
the time to encapsulate the meaning of life. Stein crossed and re crossed the line between 
meaning and contrary.Mr. Potter (1922-1992) first name Roderick, is an illiterate 
chauffeur in Antigua, ‘born with a line drawn through him’ on the birth certificate, 
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himself father of many children. Indifferent to them all. The book has a narrating 
daughter whose characteristics mirror the author’s. 

The fifth novel is another unusual narrative of Jamaica Kincaid. See Now Then traces the 
painful unraveling of the sweet’s marriage that bucks the traditional style. Critics have 
drawn parallels to Kincaid’s own life. Mrs. Sweet, like Kincaid, is an avid gardener; her 
marriage to a composer ends in divorce. The novel opens with a scene of a seemingly 
idyllic home life in small-town New England. But it is soon clear the marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sweet is anything but dry. See Now Then tackles some difficult themes. The 
memories appear and re-appear with a hypnotic, furious regularity and the novel exhausts 
itself trying to control them-as if stanching a hemorrhage or cauterizing a wound. 

See Now Then elevates marriage difficulty to the level of myth and archetype. To 
represents, a fundamental part of the American story. Unfortunately, Kincaid focuses so 
much on the style of the lyric novel that it hinders the potential emotional impact. There 
is a truth to Mrs. Sweet’s experience. This is the same author who said, “Everything I say 
is true, and everything I say is not true.” Kincaid draws from personal material adapting it 
lyrically sentences frequently run for more than a page-steeping the novel.In the duality 
of Mrs. Sweet’s love for her husband and her knowledge that he despises her. Mr. Sweet 
denigrates his wife in front of their children, making fun of her for arriving to America 
via a “banana boat”; Kincaid was born in Antigua, though she’s taken great care to note 
that Mr. Sweets behavior should not be attributed to her former husband. 

And, Kincaid depicts the father-son relationship as a constant battle the child can’t 
comprehend or participate in, and Mr. Sweet as an insecure manipulator with a 
“Napoleon Complex” is a theorized complex occurring in people of short stature. It is 
characterized by overly-aggressive or domineering social behavior, and carries the 
implication that such behavior, is compensatory for the subject’s stature. The term is also 
used generally to describe people who are driven by a perceived handicap to 
overcompensate in other aspects of their lives. In psychology, the Napoleon complex is 
regarded as a derogatory social stereotype. In social psychology, a stereotype is an over 
generalized belief about a category of people. Stereotypes are generalized because on 
assumes that the stereotype is true for each individual person in the category. Such 
generalizations are useful when making quick decisions. However, they may be 
erroneous when applied to an individual. Stereotype create a barrier that leads to 
prejudice making one assume they know a person just based on a stereotype. 

Social suppression of womanhood in many areas.Kincaid’s works is distinguished as non 
– partisan which because of circumstances reacted as political but it original has a touch 
with the sets of beliefs or social position of the era. Caribbean writings, most importantly 
women writings have lots to do with the mythical elements, rituals, treatments etc. They 
add more value to the dreams and practice some kinds of customs to make it positive or 
negative for their own welfare. On the whole the historical Treatment stands as a mirror 
in the natives of Caribbean countries though settled in other countries.  
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