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Livestock are animals raised in an agricultural setting to produce products such as 
meat, eggs, milk, wool etc, The term livestock is used in two ways, in sometime it 
refer as bred for consumption, while other times it refers only to farmed animals such 
as goat and cattles. Livestock provide a variety of food and nonfood products; the 
latter include wool, medicines, fats, leather etc. Livestock manure helps maintain the 
fertility of grazing lands. In some places animal manure is used as fuel. Although 
livestock production serves as a source of income, it can improve the standard of 
living of the poor. So we can found the social as well as economic importance of 
livestock in developing countries. Livestock wealth of Kerala is an important source 
of income for the poor people in Kerala. All these contribute substantially to the 
state’s GDP. This paper is an attempt to analyze the trends in major livestock 
production in Kerala. 
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INTRODUCTION 
From the start of civilization, animal husbandry and dairying have been part of human 
life. They have contributed not only in providing low cost and nutritious food to 
people, but also in providing animal power and maintaining ecological balance. There 
is a close relationship between livestock production and agriculture. The sector helps 
agriculture by providing necessary inputs and can provide incomes of even those who 
are engaged primarily in other occupations.  
Livestock is a major source of income for the poor people. It is a strong lively support 
for the people in rural area. It is an important part of India’s agricultural economy and 
plays a variety of roles in providing financial support to the rural population. 
Livestock sector in addition to contributing to national economy in general, also 
provides employment opportunities, asset creation, social and financial security. 
Small and marginal farmers and landless labours own majority of the livestock. It is 
also an additional mechanism for empowerment of women. 
Major livestock products 
Milk, Meat and Egg are the major livestock products in the state.    
Milk 
 Milk and dairy products are the essential part of the balanced nutrition. They are a 
great source of proteins, calcium and fats. In addition to this, there is a large health 
benefit of drinking milk. The world milk production rate has been influenced by the 
dairy cattles, goat, buffalo, sheep etc. India is the largest milk producing country in 
the world. It hold a share of 17% to the global milk production. Among the major 
milk producing states in India Uttarpradesh is top most and highest milk producing 
states of india.It holds a share of 17.22% in the total milk production of the country. It 
provides 23.33 million tones of milk each year, followed by Rajasthan (Produces a net 
of 13.94 million tones of milk a year) , then Andhrapradesh (12.762 million per year)  
and Gujarat are at top .Kerala ranks 12th with more than 12.5Lakhs Liter of milk/day  
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Egg 
Egg production has increased substantially since 2000-01 at the national level. Total 
egg production has increased from 82.9 billion numbers in 2015-16 to 88.1 billion 
numbers in 2016-17 in India. The production of egg in Kerala has seen drastic 
changes during the 12th plant period. The total egg production in the state has reached 
2.5 billion in the year 2014-15, and then declined to 2.44 billion in 2015-16, and 
further to 2.34 billion in 2016-17. Kerala hold 9th rank in egg production among 
states of India 
Meat  
In India meat production has witnessed a constant increase since 2007-08. The total 
meat production in the country has increased from 7 million tons in 2015-16 to 7.4 
million tons in the year 2016-17. Kerala is the 7th largest meat producing state in the 
country contributing 6.3% of the meat produced India.  
Livestock development schemes in India 

• Dairy Entrepreneurship Development scheme 
• Intensive Dairy development program 
• Fodder and feed development scheme 
• Pig development scheme 
• Poultry Venture capital fund 
• Establishment and modernization of rural slaughter houses 
• Utilization of fallen animals 
• Integrated development of small ruminants (sheep, goat) and rabbits  
• Livestock insurance scheme  

Various Projects and Programs in Kerala 
• Vidarbha Package 
• Tsunami Rehabilitation Project 
• Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 
• Integrated Livestock Development Project 
• Awareness Camps in Dairy Blocks 
• Turkey Rearing Scheme 
• Distribution of One Lakh Calf Care Kits 
• Animal Husbandry Information Units 

Objectives 
1. To understand the trends in the production of major livestock products in India 

and Kerala 
2. To examine the changes in average prices of livestock products 

Research Methodology 
This papper is based on secondary data and informations were collected from 

various books , Journals, state planning board published reports , newspapers , 
websites of govt of Kerala 

Table 1 - Livestock production in India and Kerala 

Year 
India(Growth rate) Kerala(Growth rate) 

Milk Egg Meat Milk Egg Meat 
2012-13 3.52 4.94 7.27 2.72 33.22 -5.78 
2013-14 3.99 7.2 5.08 -4.83 10.72 3.76 
2014-15 6.27 4.99 8.01 2.11 1.08 7.16 
2015-16 6.3 5.5 8.74 3.82 2.36 7.89 
2016-17 6.4 7.4 9 4.1 3.15 8.43 

    Source economic review (SPV) 
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Inference: Overall milk production in India and Kerala shows an upward trend and 
egg growth also increasing at a decreasing rate. In the case of meat, production 
increases at an increasing rate 

Figure – I Livestock production in India and Kerala 
 

 

Table -2 Trends in average prices of livestock 
Year Milk  Egg Meat (Beef) 

2012-13 31.23 3.52 180 
2013-14 33.74 3.89 193 
2014-15 37.15 3.9 221 
2015-16 38.84 4.2 252 
2016-17 41.68 4.78 273 

                       Source economic review (SPB) 
Inference: Average price of milk shows an upward trend and egg rate also increasing. 
Meat rate increasing at an increasing rate 
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CONCLUSION 
Livestock sector is an important
Kerala , the share of livestock in Gross State Value Added (GSVA) from agriculture 
sector is yearly 29 percentage. Livestock production is a major contributor for the 
growth of rural people particularly 
to this area 
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Figure – II Trends in average prices of livestock

Livestock sector is an important sub-sector of the agriculture sector of economy. In 
Kerala , the share of livestock in Gross State Value Added (GSVA) from agriculture 
sector is yearly 29 percentage. Livestock production is a major contributor for the 
growth of rural people particularly women in kerala. So adequate care should be given 
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