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The pioneer painter of human emotions R.K Narayan had vividly portrayed a bold and 
candid Rosie of newly independent India. The subtle details of the psychology of an 
Indian female is chiseled  out in  the most influential manner .Although the prime 
focus is on the protagonist’s journey from Railway guide of Malgudi to the Spiritual 
guide of life. The undercurrent of the presence of his catalyst that is Rosie can never 
be denied. The virtues and vices of her character and nature are related to the real life 
and readers can quickly draw bonds of reassembles with her perception. Her strength 
and weakness is depicted with the spirit of candidness and freedom. Her 
straightforwardness with regards to her dreams, wishes and her logical reasoning 
dumbfound and delight her readers at the same time. The stark pragmatic approach of 
Rosie towards life and her lover makes us fall in love with her. She remains grounded 
and composed even in the most challenging circumstances of life. RK Narayan has 
justified her modern sounding name Rosie to the outspokenness and transparency of 
her nature and attitude. She knows what she wants from life and most significantly 
how to achieve them too. Rosie emerges as the most rebellious female character 
among all the other female characters of RK Narayan. The dilemma of love and loath 
conflicts never incapacitate her passion and instincts which she had from herself. She 
is a lady of substance who outshines amidst all the adversity that life had offered her 
and established herself as a celebrity. RK Narayan has indeed painted the expectations 
and demands of Indian women through the unforgettable immortal character Rosie. 

KEYWORD s: Rosie, candid psychology, Indian sensibility, newly independent, 
rebel, resemblances subtle, dilemma, celebrity, virtue, vices, 

Sahitya Akademi Award-winning best seller novel The Guide witness India 
through the growth of its protagonist Raju who was a tourist guide in the beginning 
then later transformed into a spiritual guide. Railways has great influence on him as it 
was connected to his childhood memories which are always dear to us. Railway 
symbolizes the advent of technology in India. 

Abstract 
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The development of railway commenced since pre independence era. The Guide was 
first published in 1958.A lot has been written on Raju but Rosie is still left 
unexplored, being a female I can understand the psychology of Rosie more intensely 
.R K  Narayan treated all his female characters with great care .He never remarked 
anything below dignity for them. His major female characters  be it Savitri, Lalitha, 
Swami’s mother,grandma or Rosie all are depicted with utmost respect, he never 
focused on the external characteristics of his female characters, never wrote about 
their physical dimensions but emphasis on their intrinsic details and traits. R.K 
Narayan’s description of a female character is subtle but graceful. His women are 
crafty and   adorned with all the traditional and cultural values of their society. They 
are god-fearing, domestic and docile humans who are dependent on their patriarchal 
family for support. Rosie the major female character we can say the heroine of the 
novel the guide can be regarded as an exception up to certain extent. I view her as a 
rebel.  In the introductory meet with Raju she showed her rebellious and unique 
temperament.”Here is a girl who had come all the way from Madras and who asked 
the moment she set her foot in Malgudi, 

‘Can you show me a Cobra –a king cobra it must be, which can dance to the music of 
a flute?’page57. 

 It is indeed a shocking term and that too in newly independent India when this novel 
was created by Narayan. She has the most exciting life and had seen major 
transformations in her life from dancer to wife then from a submissive wife to a 
daring lover who indulged into the adventure of eloping with a guide turned lover 
then from lover to a celebrity then to a pardoner who pardons her cheater lover so 
many transformations in a single women but that is not unreal most of us do undergo 
such transformation which are inflicted upon us either by choice or by chance. Look 
at me throughout school life I was coward, day dreamer, backbencher who hesitated 
to face people and disappeared in her shy shell and now I am  an educator facing 
challenging situation daily, a girl who freaked out  at the mention of stage is now a 
daily stage performer this is life full of paradoxes so all of us undergo many changes 
in the entire span of our lives so did our Rosie. 

What makes her a wonder woman of modern era is her candidness and courage to 
voice her thoughts. She had boldness to reveal about her class to Raju in the initial 
meets , 

‘I belong to a family traditionally dedicated to the temples as dancers; my mother, 
grandmother and, before her, her mother. Even as a young girl, I danced in our village 
temple.’(Page 75)  

She is able enough to raise herself against the injustice which is committee upon her 
by her husband and later by her lover. She is modern in the sense that she is able to 
understand her gifts, her talents and then manipulate it with same capability. She 
honed her passion of dance first to satisfy her passion then to earn a living not only to 
support her but to her lover too. She is modern in one more sense that she realizes her 
worth and self esteem and can fight for it. She is not the oppressed one who silently 
suffers the atrocities but is confident to turn on a new leaf for herself. She is ready to 
endure only up to the limit permissible  by her principles, the moment she come to 
know the immorality of her husband she takes action to discard him from her life. 
Despite being a wife of conservative, orthodox skeptic husband she find ways to voice 
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her emotions and her passions Rosie is my favourite for all the above stated reasons 
and there are many more. She never gives up her interests, her passion, her life for the 
sake of others in this case for the sake of her husband or lover. She lives her life on 
her own terms and conditions. She is a self made woman. Born and brought up in the 
period of 50s she is bold and brave than woman of our generation. Her revolutionary 
ideas and constant courage inspired the protagonist Raju as well. During her hard 
times when she was struggling to create an identity and find answers of her anxiety 
Raju appeared as her savior her guide  but later when she resumed her composure and 
settled as a woman of substance she became guide of Raju she became his provider 
and nurturer .Such is the dynamic character of Rosie; her versatile genius inspire all 
her readers over the ages. I have found not a single woman character of Narayan so 
furiously audacious. She is an amazing fusion of beauty with brains. Modern Rosie 
cannot be befooled. She can’t be made to suffer. She can speak for herself. She 
refused to stay in an unmatched unfulfilling marriage that had become more a 
gruesome burden. She leads her life on her own terms. 

Rosie was introduced in the 57th page number of this novel. Her entry is late but 
leaves an indelible mark forever on the readers. I can find her nature to be submissive 
and rebel; paralleling woven meticulously in the novel. No doubt this novel revolves 
around Raju but Rosie too is the biggest share holder of it .I just now finished the 
rereading of The Guide and I was spell bound by its end. Narayan left the readers in 
suspense. I tried to turn on the pages in order to find more though I knew this novel is 
over with the line, 

 ‘It was difficult to hold Raju on his feet, as he had a tendency to flop down. They 
held him as if he were a baby. Raju opened his eyes, looked about, and said, ”Velan, 
it’s raining in the hills. I can feel it coming up under my feet, up my legs-and with that 
he sagged down.’ 

Still I was not convinced I wanted clarity of conclusion. Alas! the great literary artist 
Naranyan left me in dilemma to make my own conclusion. Raju’s  mesmerizing  
impact prevails  forever so powerfully on me or any other reader but due to the 
demand of my topic of my present research paper I have to concentrate on Rosie  but I 
openly admit that I am impressed by the terrific changes that Raju undergoes ,guide, 
manager, forger then sage. I have mentioned earlier that Rosie was introduced a bit 
late on page 57 in the book same is her closing up. Narayan removes her from the 
novel much early than its ending and good part of the remaining novel goes after her. 
Rosie was able to impress Raju as a lover .Her enchanting beauty enticed him forever. 
She was so modern in her approach regarding man-woman relationships that she does 
not mind staying with Raju in his home without any wedding lock. She is furiously 
devoted to her dance art form that is Bharat Natayam. She confidently tells Raju, 

’ There you are always lying on the mat watching me or holding me in your arms. I 
have had good practice-I can manage a show of few hours, although with 
accompaniments it would have been much more helpful”. pg160 

 We find her to be a homely and docile lady too when she surrender herself to her 
present circumstances and give up a luxuries and comfortable life at her husband 
house. She is quite humble to return the favour of staying in his house by sharing her 
part in the various domestic activities like cleaning, washing and taking care of house-
hold affairs. 
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Rosie’s outlook regarding sex was also bold. She indulged in extra marital affairs with 
Raju when she understood that her workaholic husband has no time to cater to her 
needs. After deserting her spouse she stays with Raju in a live –in sort of relationship 
that too in a small village Malgudi which was a small town of newly independent 
India. How brave and fearless must be her mind set that she tolerated the taunts and 
misbehavior of all the narrow-minded villagers including the rude and cunning uncle 
of Raju. 

‘Then throw that wrench’s trunk out and give her a push towards the railway and your 
mother will stay. What do you take her for?’pg153 

Despite all these hostile conditions she never discontinued her dance practice. When 
she was able to realized her dream and became the top Bharat natayam artist she 
retained her self composure and dignity, not even once she deviated from her arduous 
rehearsals  of dance which went on for hours together. Readers are awestruck by her 
passion for dance and sincere devotion towards it. Her passion for arts proves that she 
went for it not for monetary purposes but to gain psychological contentment. Her zeal 
and thirst was of artistic acquisitions and not of materialist pursuit. 

‘She said, holding up a piece of garland and sniffing the air for its fragrance. To me 
this is the most worthwhile part of our whole activity…I asked her ,What makes you 
say so? 

I love Jasmine. 

Not the cheque that comes with it? 

What is one to do with so much? All day long you are collecting cheques but when is 
the time coming when we can enjoy the use of those cheques.’pg173 
 Raju was contrary of her, he was so money minded and luxury inclined that  comforts 
earned through Rosie’s  slogging made him fall for bad  addictions like liquor and 
gambling. While our Rosie remained pious ,grounded and pure hearted. Here I would 
like to mention one peculiar trait of Rosie. Her temperament towards her spouse 
remain so unpredictable .In the beginning she always complaint that her husband 
ignored her. She was fed up with the aloofness and indifference of her spouse but later 
she finds her own ways to keep herself busy. She keeps herself amused in the 
company of Raju .She allowed the guide to come so much closer to her that it turned 
into illegitimate relations between them. Rosie was aware of the consequences but she 
refused to be treated as a doormat by her husband. She listened to her psychological 
and physiological needs and attempted them very well. Not like most of the Indian 
ladies who keep on sacrificing and killing their inner instincts and needs for the sake 
of their man folk. Rosie had no second thoughts in making Raju her paramour .She 
has contributed sufficiently in the making of this novel and transformation of 
Raju.Her prudence is also evident from one more fact that when Raju went to prison 
for 2 years she didn’t turn even for once to meet him.Raju admits on page 205, 

‘Mani was the only visitor I had in prison; all other friends and relatives seemed to 
have forgotten me…’ 

. She broke all the cords of familiarity and started afresh. Her enthusiasm and courage 
made her to turn a new leaf and after the imprisonment of Raju she immediately paid 
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all the debts and dues to the concerned people and shifted to Madras. Mentioned on 
page206, 

‘What a huge crowd had gathered to see her off! Before her departure she had 
methodically drawn up a list of all our various debts and discharged them fully’. 

She was a self made lady she needs no pillar or crouch to stand, while Raju had 
misgiving that Rosie is surviving because of his support but later she proved this to be 
wrong. In new city she emerged as the most successful and popular dancer and set up 
her own empire again. She was not finished without Raju. Her career jumped to new 
leaps and bound in that entirely different and new environment. Raju confesses on 
page 205, 

‘Her empire was expanding rather than shrinking. It filled me with gall that she 
should go on without ‘ 

Does it not convince  us to view the strong determination of Rosie. She being a noble 
soul helped her lover turned villain till the end. She managed and arranged for the top 
lawyer to help reduce the punishment of 7 years jail to 2 years. She took the trouble of 
attending to his requirements when he was fighting for his case. Rosie when settled in 
Madras emerged as an independent lady rather a celebrity, she never went back to 
him. She was wise enough to decide what to let go. She is capable enough to get rid of 
her deceiver the one whom she trusted blindly. She believes in let the bygones be 
bygones. She is in an avatar of real modern advanced women who follows her heart. 
She never begged for mercy or grace but acquired the name and fame by her hard 
work and devotion .It was this point in the story where we see permanent breakup 
between Raju and Rosie. Although Narayan has not mentioned the number of years 
they stayed together but I can predict it could be 1 to 2 years of togetherness. 
Doubtlessly there was a bond of attachment but we find not even a single instance 
where Rosie mentions her love for Raju, whereas love of Raju is physical or 
otherwise is always flowing throughout the novel. His love is sensual and spiritual 
both for her .Rosie holds hand of Raju out of helplessness or Love we have to guess 
Narayan nowhere clears it. Raju fell in love with her at the first sight, 

‘She was not very glamorous, if that is what you expect, but she did had a figure, a 
slight and slender one ,beautifully fashioned, eyes that sparkled, a complexion ,not 
white, but dusky, which made her only half visible as if you saw her through a film of 
tender coconut juice.’ 

 While according to my conviction Rosie fell for Raju out of her needs and this may 
be the reason why she was able to abandon him forever. Need based love is shot lived 
and feeling based is long lived. She never bothers to know about the whereabouts of 
Raju once he is released from jail. Her carefree attitude towards Raju is 
comprehensible up to certain extent but her care ridden unclear tendency towards her 
spouse is always incomprehensible for the readers. In some parts of the novel she 
appears guilt ridden and love lore for him. She confessed her marital affair with Raju 
and then silently accepted her punishment. She was ready to pay any cost to be back 
in Marco’s good books but he remained unmoved by her penance. It was when he 
deserted her at the Malgudi railway station that she decided to crouch on Raju for her 
survival. She has used Raju for her own benefits and at her own terms. I view Rosie 
as a boss who rules over the heart and head of her ardent lover cum provider with the 
power of her beauty and destiny. She was able to marry a man of respectable caste 
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and status that is Marco due to her innocent beauty but later her spouse’s growing 
interest in archaeology reduced her candidature to merely a decorative showpiece in 
the house. Rosie never gives up to suppression imposed by Marco. She paved her own 
way but part of her heart always admired and longed for Marco. When she was living 
with Raju and enjoying her celebrity status she saw the news of Marco as a rewarded 
writer of a book on archaeology she showed her real feelings for him and demanded 
that book from Raju. She is clear and confident to express her admiration and 
attachment with Marco. She cut and paste picture of her husband on her dressing table 
in spite of Raju’s disliking. In the later part of the novel when the trail dates of Raju 
were going on she kept a respectable distance and decorum from Marco and never 
involved into cheap brick throwing games. Rosie always remained down to earth even 
when Raju swept away floor under her feet by forging her signature and when he was 
imprisoned. She remained calm and composed. She being a dancer always knew how 
to master the inner storm of stress and emotional volcano and keep it under check. 
Not even for once the public could read pain and dismay on her face. Our paramour’s  
role of sage sacrificing  his life for the cause of bringing rains must have reached her 
owing to the wide and persistent media coverage by all the important newspapers of 
Madras still she remained reaction  less and chose to remain indifferent 

Rosie always set her priorities based on herself. She was best at milking opportunity 
for her own interest. This doesn’t mean she was self centered or selfish.  

Her affection for Raju’s mother and later Mani her assistant proves her to be a 
generous and kind lady she was devoted to Marco and Raju as well but both the men 
of her life were incapable of treating her well and as per her requirement. Instead of 
allowing them to trample over her and ruin her life she selected to be a rebel. She 
voiced her dreams, fought hard to claim them, adapted to all kinds of hardships and 
bloomed into a woman of her dreams. I feel proud on her being a self independent 
person. She fought against all the odds and craved out a reputed position for herself. 
Raju’s pathetic end was in no manner related to her .What he suffered for was due to 
his own wrong deeds and flaws in his nature. Rosie emerged as the representative of 
modern women who dare to live life of their desires in this patriarchal society. 
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