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 Without human being no species in the world can speak. Animals do not have the 
type of brain which the human beings possess. The articulatory organ of human being 
is different from other species. Most animals in this world have enter and entra 
species communication systems to communicate one another they make instinctive 
noise. They cry, beat, dance and coo. These noise and acts accomplish the same 
purposes as human language. But these type of sounds which are produced by 
instinctive needs of animals cannot be called as language. It lacks variety which is 
found in human language. Moreover it is produced by the conscious effort of the 
brain. Human language is much more acquired by effort and it is the tool of 
interaction between human being and society. Human language has the much wider 
range of flexibility modification, change, variety and creativity. 

 Language plays a prominent part of all human beings in his day to day life. It 
is the expression of human feelings and personality in words, whether in writing or 
spoken. Different writers, intellectuals define language in different ways. Voltire a 
famous statesman defines language as ‘one great use of words is to hide our 
thoughts’. According to Webster “language as well as the faculty of speech was the 
immediate gift of God”.) 
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INTRODUCTION  

In the constitution there is also provision that each state can use their mother 
tongue as their official language. But in Odisha the situation is precarious. The love 
for mother tongue is seriously hampered due to English. Common people thought that 
education through English medium is superior to mother tongue. It is a cat that after 
1970 the books in different subjects for college level are published in Oriya. A student 
can get physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Psychology and other books in Odia which 
were previously published in English. But it is found that this mission ( medium of 
teaching in Odia) is not satisfactorily successful. In urban areas students prefer to 
study in colleges in English medium while rural areas student prefer Odia medium 
teaching. More ever the parents prefer to study in colleges in English medium while 
rural areas student prefer Odia medium teaching. More ever the parents and guardians 
prefer to teach their children in English medium schools. 

 Another factor is the growing number of English medium schools in both 
urban areas and remote rural areas of Odisha. It indicates a kind of complex of Odia 
speaking people which is dangerous not only for the state but also for the identity of 
Odias. 

 The eminent personalities and thinkers of India have given much stress for the 
education of the child in his mother tongue. The language convention of the UNESCO 
in 1951 adopted that every child is born into cultural environment, the language is a 

Abstract 
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part and an expression of that environment. Here environment certainly language. In a 
multi lingual situation the language of majority should be a medium with last 
hardships to the minorities. Early learning of mother tongue helps in the study of 
second language. The first language should be treated as the root and the other 
language will have luxuriant growth if the mother tongue is well nourished and kept 
alive to do its duties. So the mother tongue is being conceived according by the rulers 
and the ruled Gandhiji felt that education in English medium is not beneficial for the 
students of our country. He says – “ Among many evils of foreign rulers, this by 
lighting imposition of a foreign medium upon the youths of the country will be 
counted by history as one of the greatest evils. It has sapped the energy of nation, it 
has shortened the lives of the pupils, it has restrained them from masses, x x x.  It is 
self demonstrated preposition that the youth of the nation to remain a nation must 
relieve all instructions including the highest in its own vernacular on vernaculars. The 
medium of instruction should be altered at once and any cost, the provincial languages 
being given this mighty place. I would prefer temporary chaos in higher education to 
the criminal waste that is daily accumulating. I must cling to my mother tongue as to 
my mothers breast in spite of its short comings. It alone can give me the life giving 
milk”.  

 Kavi Guru Rabindranath Tagore in his address to Calcutta University told that 
“in no country in the world except India, is to be seen this divorce of the language of 
education from the language of pupils”. 

 It is obvious that the national sentiment is against the acceptance of a foreign 
language as the national language of India. Despite its importance and position, Hindi 
should substitute English in due course. Mother tongue should be retained in its place 
as a feeder language to the lingua franc. 

 The “Three language formula” has been accepted after so many alteration and 
modifications made by different commissions. Mother tongue or regional language 
leads the rest two languages. Hindi is the National language. It has been suggested 
that Hindi should be introduction towards the end of primary school, English is 
created as associate language. This English should be taught to the pupils after the 
pupils have acquired sufficient knowledge in mother tongue. However, English must 
be having a place all the time to come, may it be an optional language. The Emotional 
Integration Committee is also in the view that the regional language ought to be 
introduced form lower to the higher stage. 

 Moreover, we are living in a democratic country. It is therefore, necessary that 
the pupil should be aware of the activities of the Government. So that they may 
criticize the Government and point out their defects where necessary. This can be 
possible only when people are kept informed of the various laws of the land and as the 
people of India use different languages at different places, it is necessary for the good 
Government of a region that the people of the region should have a good grasp of 
what is happening in the region and since it is easy for them to know all this through 
their mother tongue. Government has provided in the constitution that the regional 
language should be used in the conduct of Government business in the legislature and 
outside it as far as possible. All the principal languages of India, have, therefore, been 
recognized in the constitution for development with above objectives in view. Hence 
the importance of mother tongue care has, therefore, been taken to see that while we 
have a national language for the whole country, all effects should be made to develop 
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the various mother tongue prevalent in the country. This will be a great away towards 
National solidarity and other developments social, political and cultural and people 
have a change of having a knowledge of the conditions of different regions through 
translation of records of their region into their own language and shaping their 
policies accordingly. 

 Thus mother tongue has been given prominent position in the present 
linguistic set up. 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Mother tongue has occupied a dominant position in the total educational set up. Its 
teaching has certain broad aims from linguistic and literacy point of view. These aims 
should be examined with reference to national requirements and objective with have 
been vividly described by the member of the Secondary Education Commission 1952-
53 and Kothari Commission 1964-66. The Secondary Education Commission the 
existing conditions of the Secondary education in the country, unhesitatingly offered 
first preference to the study of mother tongue in the curriculum. The National 
Curriculum Framework (NCF)-2005 strongly advocates multilingualism in school 
education and prescribed the mother tongue of children to be the medium of 
instruction. The suggestions of the NCF-2005 are backed by a number of researchers 
who, on sound pedagogical grounds, argue that the mother tongue is the most suitable 
as the medium of instruction. To tem originality in thought and expression can most 
effectively be achieved in the language with which one lives and grows (Mohanty, 
1989; Pattanik, 1991). 
 It should be kept in mind that the NCF-2005, in addition to education through 
mother tongue, also advocates for multilingual education as English learning cannot 
be spared in this country from practical point of view. In fact, it has been strongly 
argued for the implementation of the three language formula in its true spirit, for 
promoting multilingual communicative abilities in a multilingual country (NCF-
2005). 
 According to Cummins (1979), instruction in L1 (first language) and 
consequent proficiency in L1 provides a sound base for the development of 
proficiency in L2 (English). Cummins (1982) maintains that cognitive skills and 
conceptual knowledge can be transferred from the native language to English. In this 
context, he talks of cognitive academic language proficiency (CALP) that is crucial in 
achieving academic success. Since language development and cognitive development 
go hand in hand (Pattanayak, 1991), the child must concentrate on the development of 
language skills in L1 so that he achieves the CALP required for learning a second 
language in school. CALP provides a “Preexisting knowledge base for making 
inferences and predictions” in the L2 (Saville - Troke, 1988). Thus, a child who has  
learned a concept in mother tongue or L1 should be able to transfer this knowledge to 
English or L2  without having to relearn the concepts as long as the relevant 
vocabulary in L2 (English) is available (Hakuta, 1990). 
 The above mentioned vies can prompt one to believe that mother tongue or the 
regional language is the most suitable medium of instruction for  children in India. 
 Recent studies (Bialystok, 2007; Feng, Bialystok, & Diamond, 2009) showing 
cognitive advantages in bilingual children suggest that  bilingualism’s demand on 
executive functions for constantly switch languages and exerting inhibitory control to 
suppress the mother tongue in class-room constantly switch languages and exerting 
inhibitory control to suppress the mother tongue in class-room context contribute to 
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the attainment of cognitive flexibilities. However, such linguistic and cognitive 
flexibilities achieved through instructions in a language other than the mother tongue 
have catalytic effect on cognitive growth (Senapati, Patnaik, & Dash, 2012a) 
Related Studies on Mother Tongue 
 Although a good deal of research work has been accomplished during recent 
years in India, a few studies have been conducted in the present study of the 
investigator. In this connection the researcher has also gone through some research 
work conducted outside the state of Orissa. So poor achievement in mother tongue at 
secondary level is not the problem of Orissa but also a remarkable problem of whole 
India now. During his investigation the investigator has carefully gone through a 
Ph.D. thesis named ‘A Study of Problems and Difficulties of Language Teaching at 
Secondary Level. Ph.D. Edn.1968 by J. N. Mishra. 
The objectives of the above cited study were;- 
1. To understand the importance of language in the all round development of 

children. 
2. To diagnose the cause of deterioration in the standard of language of students of 

higher secondary classes. 
3. To understand and identify the practical difficulties of teachers in teaching 

language. 
4. To suggest means of improvement of the standard of language of students. 

The data on language teaching were collected through 163 item questionnaires 
spread over 29 dimensions of languages teaching. This study revealed:- 

(i) About 80% teachers felt the need of loud reading. Only 60% actually practiced it. 
(ii)  Most of the teachers gave importance to proper volume rhythm and speed at the 

time of reading, whole some teachers attached importance only to pronunciation. 
(iii)  About 66% teachers found difficulties in teaching prose. The main problems of 

the teachers related to explanation, paraphrasing and the meaning of the words. 
(iv) Only 32% of teachers encouraged students in developing reading ability. One 

third of the teachers also instructed the students about the techniques of 
improving reading. 

(v) About 60% of teachers felt that the facilities of general reading were inadequate. 
(vi) In teaching poetry more than 60% experienced teachers put in difficulty 

particularly while developing appreciation, about 10% of teachers found 
difficulty in teaching, paraphrasing of poems and the meaning of words. 

 
1978: Khandal, U. (Scholar) 
‘A study of the impact of mother tongue in acquisition of second language skill at 
the primary’ 
Guide: B.M. Dash 

 
Learning of one language helps learning of another language. Acquisition of 

first language thus should facilitate the acquisition of second language. But the belief 
contrary to this also exists. The study aimed of knowing the extent of impact of 
mother tongue in learning of second language English  

The researcher had four objectives in mind before going to undertake the 
study. Viz (1) To study the skills in mother tongue facilitating the skills in English, 
(2) To study in mother tongue as a distraction to the to acquisition of certain in 
English, (3) to ascertain the held of mother tongue in the   method of teaching English 
and (4) To suggest some remedial measures in teaching English in primary school 
basing on the findings of the study. The study was a multivariate model having 7 
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variables like understanding and comprehension, composition, pronunciation, 
spelling, structure of the language, grammar and speech habit. Questionnaire and 
observation technique were the tools of this study. 

In the findings it was concluded that, there was slight difference between the 
mean performance of the pupils in Oriya and English. The coefficient of correlation of 
both the languages, in consideration to each of the Variables, was found to be highly 
significant.   
1978: Nayak, S. K. (Scholar) 
‘An analysis of the spelling errors for mother Tongue, Made by primary school 
students of Sambalpur Town Odisha.’ 
Guide M.C. Naik 

Major objectives of the study were (1) To analyse different types of errors 
committed by the students in  Mother Tongue, (2) To ascertain different causes of 
Spelling errors in respect of Mother Tongue (3) To  find out whether girls commit 
more spelling errors or boys, (4) To equip our language teachers with suitable 
methods to teach correct spelling habits among their students and (5) To suggest 
remedial measures to improve spelling ability of the students. 

The present study was restricted to Sambalpur Municipal (Odisha) area only. 
Class Vth students were the sample. The investigator used two instruments, namely 
(a) An objective spelling test, (b) dictation and (c) interview with the students. And 
opinionnaire was also administered on the experienced Odia teachers. One hundred 
boy one hundred girl students were selected randomly from seven primary schools. 

Another research work of Allahabad University named: - ‘A study of the 
factors responsible for good examination results’. (Allahabad, 1981) 
The objectives of the study were- 
(i) To find out the various factors responsible for increasing the percentage of 

examination result. 
(ii)  To understand the various factors responsible for decreasing the percentage of 

examination result. 
(iii)  To study the contribution of co-curricular activities in affecting the examination 

result. 
(iv) To suggest possible measures to improve upon the examination result. 

Ten schools from the city of Allahabad and its adjoining areas were selected on 
the basis of their examination results during the 3 consecutive years 1977, 1979 of 
these five schools were identified as having good percentage of examination result 
and the remaining five had poor percentage of examination result. 
 
The findings of the study were 
1. A good school building, a good laboratory, good furniture, proper library and 

reading room facility, playground, games and sports appropriate situation and 
good environment of the school helped in improving the examination result. 

2. The teaching experience of the principal capable and experienced staff, good 
method of teaching, regular correction of home work, regular evaluation, guidance 
and encouragement to students, good academic achievement of the student at the 
time of admission to the school, good socio-economic status of the students, 
healthy relationship between the teachers and parents were the other factors which 
were significantly effective in improving the examination results. 

3. Discussion with teachers with respect to the various curricular activities to be 
covered during the session was also a significant factor. 
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The scope of teaching mother tongue is very wide. Hence a number of related 
dissertations conducted under Utakl University (Odisha) and  Berhampur University 
(Odisha) has been studied by the investigator at the time of his research. 

Besides the M.Ed. dissertation named- An Investigation into the  causes of 
poor achievement in Oriya in Secondary schools of Cuttack city (1977-78 ) the 
investigator has gone through other remarkable research writings  such as 
(i) A critical analysis of Textbooks on mother tongue (Oriya) prescribed for 

Secondary schools of Orissa by Sri Duryodhan Das of Radhanath Training 
College, (1978-79) 

(ii)  Evaluation of Oriya poetry textbook recommended by BSE Orissa for High 
School students by Sri Bhabagrahi Routray of Radhanath Training College, 
Cuttack (1980-81) 

(iii)  An analysis of question of MIL (Oriya) for H.S.C. Examination from 1977 to 
1979 of the BSE, Orissa by Smt. Swarnaprava Das of Radhanath Training 
College, Cuttack-(1980-81) 

(iv) A study of the scheme of valuation on the question set of MIL (Oriya) for the 
H.SC Examination conducted by the BSE Orissa during preceding three years 
(1979-81) by Smt. Usharani Marhual of Radhanath Training College (1981-82) 

(v) An investigation into the nature and causes of spelling errors found with the 
secondary school pupils in Oriya in the city of Berhampur by Smt. Imansu 
Jyochha Patanaik of Govt. Training college, Berhampur (1981-82) 

Mishra J (1990) Conducted a study on spelling errors in Oriya composition  
The finding of the study were 

(i) Students commit mistake owing to wrong pronunciation and articulation  
(ii)  The errors are committed by the student while changing the parts of speech and 

the number. They fail to keep in mind the methods of addition. Omission of 
letters and change of vowels.  

(iii)  The total number of mistakes of the girl students is far greater than the number 
of total errors of the boy students. 

After analyzing findings from the aforesaid dissertations we may conclude that the 
secondary school teachers and pupils are not serious enough to Oriya though it is their 
mother tongue. 

The achievement of secondary school students of Orissa in HSC Examination are 
poor, because of inadequate syllabus, period, no of teachers, teaching process, library 
facilities, emphasis to written work and speech training unsuitable textbook, 
classroom situation, lack of refresher training course, seminars and symposium for 
Oriya teachers and faulty examination system. 

      It is necessary, therefore, that a systematic research should be mad on the 
problem so as to find out the factors responsible for the low achievement in M.I.L. 
(Odia) and on the basis of these to suggest remedies to help our students in 
improving their efficiency in Odia. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Keeping in view the objectives as discussed above the investigator has taken 
up the following problem for investigation. 

THE PRESENT POSITION OF TEACHING MOTHER TONGUE (ODI A) IN 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF ODISHA : AN ANALYSIS 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
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Main objectives of this study have been limited to the following 

1. To discover the nature, extent and scope of such a problem. 
2. To analyse and investigate into the causes of poor achievement in Odia. 
3. To suggest certain remedial measures to help our students in improving 

their efficiency in Odia. 

Subsidiary objectives 

1. Such a study may provide the teachers of M.I.L. (Odia) with a background 
of the various causes of low achievement in Odia. 

2. It may also motivate the teachers to apply these remedial measures to give 
a good foundation in Odia. 

3. To motivate the teachers to carry on a follow up work in this field. 

SCOPE AND DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The problem stated above is rather comprehensive. Its scope is very wide. It 
has got various aspects and includes so many factors which influence the 
achievement of the students in mother tongue. Certain factors which are 
thought to be responsible for the poor achievement in mother tongue (Odia) 
have been indicated earlier. It is actually much difficult to cover all the broad 
areas of the problem. Within a very limited range of time and finance. Hence 
the problem is studied mainly through questionnaire and contact approach. 

 Looking strictly to the economy of time, money and suitability of area, 
the study is confined to the secondary schools situated in urban and rural areas 
of Rayagada Educational District only. The High Schools taken for pilot study 
are – 

1. Gopabandhu Municipality High School, Rayagada (Urban) 
2. Govinda Chandra Dev Jilla High School, Rayagada (Urban) 
3. Girls High School, Raniguda Farm, Rayagada (Urban) 
4. R.W.E.S, High School, Ambaguda, Rayagada (Urban) 
5. E.M.R.S, High School, Siriguda, Rayagada (Urban) 
6. Kumbhikota High School, Rayagada (Rural) 
7. Penikona High School, Rayagada (Rural) 
8. Kothapeta High School, Rayagada (Rural) 
9. Gumma Up graded High School, Rayagada (Rural) 
10.  Nakiti Up graded High School, Rayagada (Rural) 

For the field study I have selected the above ten schools (five urban and five 
rural. The questionnaire is prepared for ten teachers and fifty students) 

So emphasis is put on the poor achievement of the students reading in Class-
IX of those High Schools of Rayagada mentioned above. Students belonging 
to different economic status or classes, religious, cultures and occupations 
continue their education in High Schools. It is expected that the present study 
will review certain significant factors relating to poor achievement in mother 
tongue. 

 The findings of the present study are mainly valid for the Educational 
District only. However, a state wise survey may be undertaken for this. In this 
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context it can be stated that the recommendations made and suggestions 
offered for the improvement of the situation are valid for this district only. But 
at the same time the author hopes that these will motivate the teachers of 
M.I.L. (Odia) throughout the state to carry on a follow-up work in this field. 

Methods of the study  

 The method of study is always determined by the nature of the problem 
undertaken for research. Selection of method in usually made to suit the project and to 
yield valid and reliable results. In fact each problem is likely to have its own peculiar 
tools, methods and techniques for investigation. 

 The author adopted ‘Normative Method’ which describes and interprets what 
exists at present. Some authors name it as “Descriptive Research” it is a forceful and 
widely used method of Educational Research. Hence it is considered befitting to the 
nature and purpose of the present study. ‘School Survey’ 1.5 a type of normative 
method and it involves five essential steps” 

1. Preparation of plans. 
2. Preparation of adequate tools. 
a. Questionnaires. 
b. Tests. 
c. Rating scales. 
d. Score cards 
e. Interview Schedule 
3. Data collecting. 
4. Analysis and Interpretation of Data. 
5. Preparing the Report. 

The recommendations and the Conclusions. 

(b)  Tools and techniques: 

 The author used questionnaire as the tool of investigation. He prepared the 
questionnaire after planning it. He took precaution and care while preparing the 
questionnaire. Some experienced teachers, some experts and the guide were consulted 
to give the questionnaire a final shape. Their valuable suggestions were incorporated 
in the questionnaire. Every attempt has been taken to make the questionnaire 
appealing. 

 The questionnaire for teachers consists of eight sections. They are Odia 
syllabus, odia text book, odia teacher and methodology, aids, Library, co-curricular 
activities, Evaluation. 

(c) Interview schedule: 

  Interview is a two way process which allows n score for study of research of 
the interviewee through an interview schedule. Critics write. The interview is the most 
widely used subjective method of gathering personal data, as well as the Personal 
treatment or counseling techniques. 

 The author interviewed students coming from different social status. It was 
thus possible to make a probe into the attitudes and temperaments of the students 
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towards mother-tongue and receive responses which have been analysed in the 
subsequent Chapter. 

(d) Analysis of examination result: 

 The author collected the H.S.C. results of the last 4 years from the Board of 
Secondary Education, Odia in order to ascertain the trend as far as achievements in 
mother tongue is concerned. 

 The ideas received from the analysis of examination results have been helpful 
to measure the nature and magnitude of the problem 

 The author also collected 50 answer papers of the Rayagada District students 
of Class IX reading in different schools and examined them to make an analysis of 
errors and determine the nature of errors against which the teachers must be careful. 

(e) Expert’s view: 

The author considered it necessary to discuss with some of the experts who 
have long years of experience in teaching the methodology and have idea about he 
strengths and weakness of students by direct contact. Their opinions have enriched 
the study of a great extent. 

Analysis and interpretation of data 

 The investigator has taken 10 schools for his project. Out of ten five schools 
are situated in urban areas and five schools are situated in rural areas. The name of the 
urban Schools are Gopabandhu Municipality High School, Rayagada (Urban), 
Govinda Chandra Dev Jilla High School, Rayagada (Urban), Girls High School, 
Raniguda Farm, Rayagada (Urban),R.W.E.S, High School, Ambaguda, Rayagada 
(Urban),E.M.R.S, High School, Siriguda, Rayagada (Urban). The names of the 
schools which are situated in  rural areas of Rayagada are  Kumbhikota High School, 
Rayagada (Rural), Penikona High School, Rayagada (Rural),  Kothapeta High School, 
Rayagada (Rural), Gumma Up graded High School, Rayagada (Rural), Nakiti Up 
graded High School, Rayagada (Rural) rayagada. 

For each school the researcher has selected five students (both boys and girls for 
interview. The subject teachers have been asked to answer some vital questions. On 
the whole ten teachers and fifty students participated in this research program`mme. 
The teachers and kind enough to present the answer scripts of the students at the time 
of interview. The data which have been collected at the time of interview are analysed 
below. Analysis of Data- After investigating the poor performance of students in 
Oriya language in class IX level the investigator has found some valid reasons which 
are stated below. 

(A) In some schools there are no adequate library facilities. The poor students of 
rural areas are not able to purchase literary journals and books (other than text 
books) from this own pocket. 

(B) Debates, essay competitions and literary Quiz among the students in class 
room in leisure hour will help them to develop this standard in Odia. It was not 
found at the time of investigation in rural and also in urban schools. 

(C) Answering the Questionnaire which is supplied to the students of different 
schools of urban and rural areas of Rayagada District the researcher finds that 
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there is a positive response from them towards their mother tongue. But the 
only thing is that is that how they are securing poor marks in Odia. No doubt 
at the time of examination they are not serious about it. They are not textual 
and they depend on meaning books and guides. 

(D)  Apart from the class room teaching students also lack proper guidance from 
teachers and parents. Of course for Odia teaching there are five to six periods 
are allotted in a week. That means one period (out of seven) per day of Odia 
class. It is found that the entire period is spent for teaching the subjects in text 
books. In some schools the answer books of the students are properly 
corrected by the teachers. 

(E) Schools are adopting traditional method in teaching Odia Orientation and 
refresher course should be organized to develop their teaching skill of 
questions because that question will fetch good marks. 

(F) While investigating ten schools and fifty students the investigator has found 
that 5% of students secure 70% and above and 20% student secure 70% and 
above and 30% students secure 60% and above in Odia in the annual 
examination of class IX. Other secure just average marks and the fail rate is 
10% in comparison to C.B.S.E result it is poor no doubt. 

(G) Students in their answer replied that texts which are prescribed for them in 
Oriya are not heavy. They have answered both long and short questions in the 
examination but they are not able to get satisfactory results. 

(H) Actually this is a burning problem. A student should not think that the Odia 
subject will always fetch poor marks in comparison to mathematics, science 
and Sanskrit. 

(I)  To eradicate spelling error the students should go through dictionaries and 
develop writing habit. At the time of interview all the teachers agree to this 
idea. 

(J) Some teachers complain that the students have no interest for Odia subject. 
Somehow they read the subject at the time of examination and fetch some 
marks. To drive out this type of idea from the mind of students is necessary. It 
is the duty of teacher. 

(K) Some teachers opined that that the time of examination students in their 
answer sheets write carelessly. They do not bother what the question actually 
needs. There is no originality in their understanding. It is a true fact indeed. 

(L) Love for mother tongue should be created by the teachers and guardians. So 
that a interest will be created to learn Odia seriously. 

Major Findings:- 

 If we will analyse the present position of Odia teaching and result in High 
Schools it will definitely give a sorry picture. The students who are reading in the 
schools where C.B.S.E. pattern has been introduced they are securing highest 
percentage of marks in MIL, Odia in comparison to the Odia schools of he state. Even 
in Odia schools the students secure higher marks in Science, Social study Sanskrit but 
they secure very poor marks in Odia. There are several reasons behind it. Let us 
analyse the reasons of securing poor marks in Odia in class IX level. 

a. Poor Knowledge about the text : 

 In the High school level the text books are prepared by the Board of Secondary 
Education Odia. The eminent educationist, writers have edited the Odia text books 
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and non-detailed studies. But unfortunately more than 50% students of schools level 
do not want to go through the text. They purchase meaning books, guides and they 
prepare for examination. It is a fact that the meaning book writers are sub- standard. 
Their knowledge in the knowledge in the particular subject is very poor. They are 
neither analytic nor suggestive in their writing.  

 So when a student follow the guide book or a meaning book it is obvious that 
he will definite secure poor marks. The meaning books kill the creativity of the 
students. So in order to fetch good percentage of marks a student should be thorough 
in the text books. 

b. Lack of adequate vocabularies : 

In some cases the students lack adequate vocabularies. They answer the 
questions in the spoken from they which they use in their  day to day like. In order to 
acquire good vocabulary astudent should read magazines newspaper and the books of 
good authors apart from the text books. In Odia literature Kanhucharan Mohanty, 
Surendra Mohanty, Gopinath Mohanty, Santanu Acharya, Prativa Roy, Chandr 
Sekhar Rath are famous for their own style. If a student from school level will go 
thorugh their writings he will definitely gather good vocabularies. In this case the 
teacher has a vital role to play. He should observe it and should give right 
suggestions. 

c. Poor knowledge in Grammar Rules :- 

 Another aspect of fetching poor marks in Odia in the poor knowledge in 
grammar rules. Students at times write wrong sentences. They do not know about 
adjectives, adverbs, prefixes, suffixes and about proverbs. So they commit mistakes in 
their  answer books. A good knowledge in grammar will help the student to fetch 
good marks. The Question paper if he correctly answer the grammar portions 
definitely he can secure higher percentage of marks. 

d. Insufficient labour for Odia  Subject : 

  As their mother tongue is Oida some students do not want to labour hard for it. 
They have a wrong notion that they can secure good marks without hard labour for 
Odia. They think that as Odia is their mother tongue they can succeed if they just read 
the subject two or three days before examination. It should be eradicated by the 
advice of the teachers and parents. 

e. Undeveloped creative skill : 

Reading of literature gives pleasure. It is not the materialistic pleasure. It is 
due to creative skill to develop this skill the teacher who teachers literature has a 
major role to play. He should attract the students through  his qualitative  teaching. 
The creative skill within the students enable him to understand how literature reflects 
the human life. 

f. Lack of methodical answer : 

Some times in their answer scripts students write very unsystematically. Their 
answers are not at all question based. As Odia is their mother tongue they  write half 
hazard in according to their own will. In case of essay writing and long question 
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answers they write page after page but he answer has no meaning. So in order to fetch 
good marks are should write methodically. 

g. Regional Variation : 

The Standard Oida has been used as their medium of teaching and learning. 
But there are regional variations in spoken form of Odia. In the northern, southern and 
western part of Orissa the spoken form is totally different from the coastal are. In 
some cases the students write their answer in their regional from which is a cause of 
scoring poor marks. 

We should not fix responsibility only with the students in securing  poor 
marks in Odia in the secondary level. In this case we should not ignore the role of 
teacher parents and the school administration. The parents are very much callous in 
their case. They do not want their son or daughter should labour  hard for Odia 
subject. They have also a wrong notion that without hard labour one can fetch good 
marks in Odia. 

Another vital pint of the present day is the Odia teachers in the schools are not 
very much conscious about the subject. They are not able to create the love for 
literature in the hearts of the students they confined themselves in class room teaching 
only. They have no time to correct the answer notes of the students and to give them 
guide lines. 

In valuing the answer scripts a teacher should be cautious. It has been 
observed that some teachers are very stiff in valuing Odia answer scripts. They think 
that to secure 60% in enough. This type of idea is wrong. Why a good student cannot 
secure 95% in Odia like science and mathematics. A teacher should encourage him by 
giving good marks for good answers. 

At the time of field study the researcher has observed that in some school  
there are no teachers who have no adequate qualification in Odia subject. In some 
schools Hindi teachers and teachers of other subjects take Odia classes. No doubt the 
teachers with Odia honours and post graduate degree can teach the subject effectively. 
In fact it is lookout of the school administration. 

These are the major findings of teaching Odia in the school level particularly 
in class IX. 

Educational implication  

As pint out earlier, the defects in mother tongue teaching, proper corrective measures 
are to be taken to improve the achievement of the students. The investigator makes 
the following recommendations for raising the standard of the students. 

Syllabus 

(i) The teachers, the students, the syllabus framers and other connect with teaching, 
learning of mother tongue should have clear about the objectives. 

(ii)  The present syllabus should be thoroughly revised and be prepared in a different 
style. 

(iii)  Courses of studies should be prescribed after taking into consideration the age, 
ability, culture of the students. 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, Issue-01, Jan-Feb 2018 Issue 

 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 240 

(iv) Subject matter of the content should have close relation with the needs and life of 
the people and society around. 

Teacher and Method of Teaching 

(v) It is recommended that subject teacher should be appointed here after completing 
B.A. with Oriya as one of the optional subject and B.Ed. trained. 

(vi) Teachers and students having devotion for the subject should duly be 
appreciated. 

Teaching Aids and Co-curricular Activities 

(vii)  Necessary language teaching aids should be provided to all schools. 
(viii)  Teacher should receive special training in the use of teaching aids. 
(ix) Each school procures one tape recorder for use by language teaching. 
(x) Each school should possess a radio set and utilize it by listening to the school-

broadcasting programme. 
(xi) Publication of school magazine is one of the most effective means to develop 

creativity of the students. 

Evaluation and Question Setting 

(xii)  Oral examination should from an integral part of our examination in mother 
tongue. 

(xiii)  Reduced subjectivity in the evaluation and introducing objective and short 
answer type question 

(xiv) Three dimensional blue print having objectivities, content, forms of 
questions dimension should be used while framing question papers. 

Other Recommendations 

(xv) Subject experts may be appointed by the Govt. who will supervise activities 
of mother tongue teachers. 

(xvi) The Board of Secondary Education should take special care to improve the 
standard of Oriya teaching and nationalized textbooks. 

Conclusion 

 in order to eradicate the problem of securing poor marks in Odia in class IX 
level both teachers and students should take major steps which are analysed  in the 
last chapter. In class X a student has to appear final examination conducted by B.S.E. 
If he will secure poor marks in class IX examination in will dishearten him. He will 
loose faith and self confidence. As the class IX in the gateway of the final 
matriculation examination the result of this class examination has played a major role 
to build the career of the students. 

 At the end, the investigator feels that to get good marks in Odia in comparison 
to other subjects is not at all a difficult task. It depends on the determination of the 
students and the proper guidance of teachers. Love for mother tongue should be 
created in the school premises. So that the future generation will emerge as the 
generation of strong will. Strong determination and dedication. 

  



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, Issue-01, Jan-Feb 2018 Issue 

 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 241 

Suggestions for further Research 

 The true investigation should be undertaken in the following areas; 

(1) A study on attitude of students toward mother tongue in Primary schools. 
(2) A study on attitude of students toward mother tongue in High Secondary   

schools. 
(3) A study in this area must have a close relation with psycholinguistic studies, 

which will help in fixing a vocabulary norm for different standards. 
(4) A study may be conducted to examine the effect of methods of teaching on 

achievement of Primary school students. 
(5) Problem faced by rural and urban Primary school teachers in teaching mother 

tongue. 
(6) Problem faced by rural and urban Secondary school teachers in teaching 

mother tongue. 
(7) Problem faced by rural and urban higher Secondary school teachers in 

teaching mother tongue. 
(8) The problems of Primary/ Secondary/Higher Secondary/ College/ University 

teachers towards teaching  Odia Language.  
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