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The objective of the study is to find out the awareness of parents of typical 
children towards educational inclusion in elementary schools. The investigator 
decided to adopt descriptive survey method. Total 100 parents have been taken as 
sample of the study. Three tools have been developed to collect the data i.e. 
perception scale for parents, interview schedule for parents and focus group 
discussion with parents. Findings of the study present that 15% respondents are aware 
of educational inclusion in elementary schools, while 85% respondents are not aware 
of educational inclusion in elementary schools. It is reported that 77.5% of parents are 
aware about the academic progress of their children in neighborhood schools whereas 
22.5 % parents are not aware of academic progress of their child. Government should 
take measures to improve the education of special needs children by providing them 
instructional materials and aids and equipments in the school. Administrator should 
visit schools regularly and should provide financial support for the education of 
special needs children. 
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Introduction 
Modern society is giving more significance to parenting styles. It represents 

various approaches parents use to raise their children. The root causes of majority of 
the mental health problems arise in adolescence are related to parenting styles, 
parent’s awareness towards education of their children in schools. Most parents use a 
variety of styles depending upon their culture and societal demands. The impact of 
social changes on childhood in India derives attention. Parenting style needs change 
according to the changes taking place in a society. Good parenting is parenting that 
prepares children to meet the demands of the specific culture or subculture in which 
they live. Parental supportiveness means to the extent to which parents foster 
individuality, self-regulation, and self-assertion to the children’s special needs and 
demands according to the norms of the society. So parental awareness is a crucial 
factor to nourish children according to the needs of the present society. The UNESCO 
Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960) and other international human 
rights treaties prohibit children any exclusion from, or limitation to, educational 
opportunities on the basis of socially-ascribed or perceived differences, such as by 
sex, ethnic/social origin, language, religion, nationality, economic condition, and 
ability. In this context, UNESCO promotes inclusive education systems that remove 
the barriers limiting the participation and achievement of all learners, respect diverse 
needs, abilities and characteristics and that eliminate all forms of discrimination in the 
learning environment. Educational inclusion involves the full inclusion of all children. 
No children are segregated. Typical children means children without disabilities are 
considered typical because they have the behavior, intellectual ability and functional 
skills we would "typically" see in children of their age( Webster,2017).The Right to 
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Free & Compulsory Education Act 2009 (MHRD, Govt. of India) provides a 
justiciable legal framework that entitles all children between the ages of 6-14 years 
free and compulsory admission,attendance and completion of elementary education. It 
provides for children's right to an education of equitable quality, based on principles 
of equity and non-discrimination.Most importantly,it provides for children's right to 
an education that is free from fear,stress and anxiety. Elementary Schools are covered 
from class 1to VIII.There exists extensive research regarding the effects of parental 
involvement in the field of general education.Hoover -Dempsey and Sandler (1995) 
conducted a study and found that that parents must have believed that being involved 
in their children’s education encompassed their role as a parent; they must have 
obtained a certain level of satisfaction from their involvement and felt empowered by 
it; and they must have become involved because they perceived an invitation or a 
demand by either their children or the school to become involved. The literature 
reviews revealed that parental involvement was closely aligned with parental culture, 
values and beliefs. It also revealed that parents’ awareness of their children influenced 
their interaction with those children as well as their interaction with the school. The 
focus of the research is to identify how parents of typical perceive educational 
inclusion in elementary schools and how they perceive their own children as a result 
of providing inclusive education. Finally, this research study sought to identify the 
supports which their children are facing in educational inclusion in elementary 
schools.  
 
Objectives of the Study 

1. To study the awareness of parents towards educational inclusion in elementary 
schools with reference to 

i. academic progress of children in elementary schools 
ii.  participation in co-curricular activities of the school 

iii.  Anxiety/Difficulty faced in the School 
iv. Discrimination in Academic Activities 
v. Benefit of educational inclusion in elementary schools 

vi. Attitude of teachers towards children in inclusive classroom 
vii.  Teacher motivation for participating in classroom activities 

viii.  Special Programmes for Educational Inclusion 
ix. Adoption of New Methods or Techniques 
x. Appointment of Resource Teacher for Inclusive Classroom 

xi. Use of Assistive Technology 
xii. Infrastructure Facilities 

2. To examine parents’ perception about educational inclusion as supports to the 
education of their children. 

 
Research Questions 

1. How do parents perceive the education of their children in inclusive setting at 
elementary schools? 

2. What do parents see as supports to the educational inclusion in elementary 
schools?  

Rationale of the Study: parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s 
learning. Parents must be encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education 
at school. Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as 
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appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education 
of their child. Researchers have evidence for the positive effects of parent 
involvement on children, families, and school when schools and parents continuously 
support and encourage the children's learning and development. Inclusive education at 
elementary level will become successful if parents are aware of the facilities provided 
in educational for all children at elementary level. If parents support the education of 
their typical children with disabled children both children will get benefit. Thus in this 
context, the investigator tried to find out how much parents are aware of the process 
of educational inclusion in the elementary schools and how far educational inclusion 
supports education of all children.  

Method of Study:For the present study, the investigator decided to adopt concurrent 
triangulation mixed method for the present study. 
Sample: The sample consists of 100 parents of children studying in 9elementary 
schools. 
Tools Used 
 The investigators developed questionnaire for parents, FGD for parents and 
interview schedule for parents for data collection. The tools are validated by 6 experts 
in the field.  
Results and Discussion 
Analysis of Objective 1:- Perception of parents towards educational inclusion in 
elementary schools. Majority of CWSN enrolled in schools are visually impaired 
(22%), 11% are hearing impaired, 10% CWSN have language and speech 
development and 5% children are having physical impairments. 

 
Table 1:Awareness about Educational Inclusion 

Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Awareness Yes No 
Percentage 15% 85% 

Respondents are asked to indicate as to whether they are aware of inclusive 
education system. Findings of the study present that 15% respondents are aware of it, 
while 85% respondents are not aware of educational inclusion in elementary schools.  

 
Table 2: Awareness of parents about the academic progress of children in 

elementary schools 
Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Academic progress of children Yes No 
Percentage 77.5% 22.5% 

It is reported from the above table that 77.5% of parents are aware about the 
academic progress of their children in neighborhood schools. Whereas 
22.5%parentsare not aware of academic progress of their child. 

 
Table 3: Awareness of parents about the participation in co-curricular 

activities of the school 
Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Participation in co-curricular activities Yes (94%) No(6%) 

Resources for Educational Inclusion in 
co curricular activities 

Yes (60%) No (40%) 
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It is observed that 94% parents report about participation in co-curricular 
activities, whereas, 40% parents have expressed about limited resources and 
insensitive teachers in elementary schools.  

Table 4: Expression of Anxiety/Difficulty in the School 
Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Expression of anxiety/difficulty Yes No 
Percentage of parents’ perception 16.5% 83.5% 

The above table indicates that 83.5% parents have reported that their children 
do not   express any difficulty or feeling of anxiety while participating in various 
activities of the school whereas 16.5% parents reported that their children face 
difficulty in performing various activities.  

 
Table 5: Discrimination in Academic Activities 

The above table represents the view of parents on discrimination by teachers 
in inclusive classroom. 25% parents of children with special needs have responded 
that their children face discrimination by teachers in inclusive class.  

Table 6: Benefit of educational inclusion in elementary schools 
Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Benefit of educational inclusion in 
neighborhood schools 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 86.5% 13.5% 
Table 7:Attitude of teachers towards children in inclusive classroom 

Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Attitude of teachers Positive Negative 
Percentage of parents’ perception 83% 17% 

The above table shows that83%parents’ are of the view that teachers’ attitude 
towards all children was positive. Seventeen percent parents reports that attitude of 
teachers’ towards all children is negative. Eighty six percent parents report about the 
benefits of educational inclusion in elementary schools (table-6).78% parents report 
that teachers motivate students to participate in inclusive classroom. (Table-8). 

Table 8: Teacher motivation for participating in classroom activities 
Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Teacher motivation for  participating in 
classroom activities 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 78% 22% 
Table 9:Special Programmes for Educational Inclusion 

Category of  Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Special programmes for educational inclusion Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 75% 25% 
It is observed from the above table that 75% parents report that special 

programmes are conducted in elementary schools for educational inclusion. Fifty two 
percent parents also report as mentioned below about adoption of new methods in 

Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Feeling of discrimination in  academic 
activities 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 
 

25% 75% 
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teaching learning process (table-10).Only 35% respondents have indicated about 
appointment of resource teachers in their school as mentioned in table no11 . 

Table 10: Adoption of New Methods or Techniques 
Category  of  Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Adoption of new methods or techniques 
 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 50% 50% 
 Table 11: Appointment of Resource Teacher for Inclusive 
Classroom 

Category of  Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Appointment of resource teacher 
 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 35% 65%  
Table 12: Use of Assistive Technology 

Category of  Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Use of assistive technology 
 

Yes No 

Percentage of parents’ perception 15% 85% 
The above table indicates that 15% parents report about use of assistive 

technology in inclusive classroom.  
Table 13: Infrastructure Facilities 

Category of Parents Parents’ Awareness(N=100) 
Infrastructure facilities Yes No 
Percentage of parents’ perception 50% 50% 

Fifty percent parents have reported about infrastructure facilities for all 
children as indicated in the above table. 
Analysis of Objective 2:- parents’ perception about educational inclusion as supports 
to the education of their children. 

Most of the parents have reported the following supports received from 
elementary schools: Teachers created a feeling that everyone belongs regardless of 
ability, teachers change and adapt the teaching styles, activities and curriculum to 
ensure the success of all children, elementary school helps the children in the 
classroom situation, elementary school helps children find ways of supporting 
children with diverse needs who may need help, elementary school teacher takes full 
responsibility for the education of all children in their classroom,teachers and school 
staff ensuring the safety and supervision of all children. 
Major Findings:- 

• Majority of CWSN enrolled in schools are visually impaired (22%), 11% 
are hearing impaired, 10% CWSN have language and speech development 
and 5% children are having physical impairments. 

• Findings of the study present that 15% parents s are aware of educational 
inclusion in elementary schools, while 85% parents are not aware of 
educational inclusion in elementary schools.  

• It is reported that 77.5% of parents are aware about the academic progress 
of their children in neighborhood schools. Whereas 22.5 % parents are not 
aware of academic progress of their child. 

• It is observed that 94% parents report about participation in co-curricular 
activities, whereas, 40 % parents have expressed about limited resources 
and insensitive teachers in elementary schools. 83.5% parents have 
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reported that their children do not   express any difficulty or feeling of 
anxiety while participating in various activities of the school whereas 
16.5% parents reported that their children face difficulty in performing 
various activities.25% parents of children with special needs have 
responded that their children face discrimination by teachers in inclusive 
class. 83% parents’ are of the view that teachers’ attitude towards all 
children was positive. Seventeen percent parents reports that attitude of 
teachers’ towards all children is negative. Eighty six percent parents report 
about the benefits of educational inclusion in elementary schools .Seventy 
eight percent parents report that teachers motivate students to participate in 
inclusive classroom. Seventy five percent parents report that special 
programmes are conducted in elementary schools for educational 
inclusion. Fifty two percent parents also report as mentioned below about 
adoption of new methods in teaching learning process.  Only 35% 
respondents have indicated about appointment of resource teachers in their 
school.  

 
Conclusion: 

Government should take measures to improve the education of special needs 
children by providing them instructional materials and aids and equipments in the 
school. Administrator should visit schools regularly and should provide financial 
support for the education of special needs children. Lack of parental support is one 
of the main causes of failure of special needs children. Thus, Parents should 
provide encouragement, help and should involve in the education and provide 
remedial instructional material for the education of their special needs children. 
Teachers play an important role for the upbringing of children especially with 
special needs children. They should provide healthy environment, should take 
personal care of special needs children, and should teach them according to their 
needs in the school to boost the academic success of special needs children. 
Government should emphasis more on educational inclusion in neighborhood 
schools.  Therefore, it is essential to provide better resource facilities, resource 
teacher, aids and equipments in the inclusive settings. 
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