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Mahatma Gandhi was greatest leaders of India and the world. Gandhian philosophy 
has always been a topic of discussion in this contemporary world and his principles 
revolved around “Satya” and “ahimsa” mainly. There were other principles as well 
like, Brahmacharya, khadi, fasting and religion. By using this principle Gandhi was 
very successful not only in India but also in the world during his period. But after 
Gandhi’s death and independence of India, we seen Gandhi’s principle were more or 
less neglected by the political leaders of India. Therefore it is a very big questions 
now what is the relevance of Gandhian principle in present. In the answer of that 
question I am saying that Each and every principle of Gandhi still holds meaning and 
importance in today’s society and amongst the Indian people. Because as we seen in 
today’s time as well people who lie are not accepted as well as respected in the 
society. Not every individual can afford clothes of rich raw material like silk or 
cotton. Plus today also we see a lot of democrats representing the Country in khadi 
clothes representing one of Gandhi’s principles. In recent time we also have seen that 
many leaders also used Gandhian principle of non-violence and fasting to fulfil their 
demands. Gandhi’s concept of decentralization of means and resources and his model 
of economic development which talked of developing villages as an independent 
production and administrative unit has become more relevant in order to save us from 
various economic, social, ethical and emotional hazards which are the consequence of 
this large scale industrialization and have become silent killers of the human 
race.Gandhi’s principle also visible in the policy and rural programme of government 
like, MGNREGA and Saccha Bharat Abhiyan. So we can easily said that relevance of 
Gandhian principle in present specially in India was very much because many 
political leaders and party used Gandhian principle for successful their aims and 
protect the opposition query though it is true that some leaders used their own policy 
and neglected Gandhian policy, but above that we easily said that the relevance 
Gandhian principle still very much and more stronger in the present India.  
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Introduction; 

Mahatma Gandhi was greatest leaders of India and the world. He is known as 
Mahatma Gandhi and Bapu. Gandhi led India to independence and inspired 
movements for civil rights and freedom across the world by employing his two 
strongest arms nonviolence and civil disobedience. He was born on 2nd October 1869 
and brought up in a Hindu merchant caste family in coastal Gujarat, western India. 
Gandhi first employed nonviolent civil disobedience as an expatriate lawyer in South 
Africa, in the resident Indian community's struggle for civil rights. After his return 
toIndia in 1915 he actively led and succeeded three local movements in Champaran, 
Kheda and Ahmedabad and assuming leadership of the Indian National Congress in 
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1921. Gandhi became a most prominent leader of India through his 1920’s Non-
cooperation movement, 1930s Civil Disobedience and 1942s Quit India 
movement.Gandhi passed away in 1948. Gandhi passed away almost 148yrs gone but 
the relevance of Gandhi is increasing day by day. Gandhi was not simply a leader of 
the Indian National movement who led his people to freedom, but a world teaches. 
Gandhi belongs not to India alone but to the whole world, not to the twentieth century 
but to posterity. His message, though delivered in the context of the Indian struggle 
for freedom, is meant for the world at large Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was a 
saint and a moral revolutionary. Mahatma Gandhi is not merely a political 
philosopher; it is a message and philosophy of life. While M.K. Gandhi lived most of 
the people thought that his ideas are relevance only to win freedom for India from the 
British rule. So many persons were not convinced by his faith in Truth and non-
violence; they agreed that this was the only strategy to turn British out of India. There 
is great relevancy of Gandhian political philosophy. The contemporary society is a 
complex whole containing anumber of urges, demands, eccentricities and obsessions. 
It isneither value- oriented nor purely speculative, nor dryly intellectual nor logic 
dominated. It is a fragmented society, "a Society, with an absence of a basic 
consensus". How to build a good society in such a bad condition it is a big question 
and in this direction the relevance of Gandhian principle come out, therefore this 
paper is an effort to find out the impact of Gandhian principle in present. 

Types of Gandhian principle; 

In the whole life Gandhi used various principle for successful his various socio-
economic, political, cultural and religious aims. This principle was khadi, fasting, 
non-violence, Satya and ahimsha, bramachriya etc. 

Gandhian principle and method of it uses; 

There were various principle which used by Gandhi to fulfil his aims, but in this paper 
we discuss some of Gandhi’s principle which had great influence in Gandhi’s time 
and also impact on present. In this point we mainly focused on Gandhian principle 
and its method of uses in Gandhian time.  

Truth and Nonviolence; Non-violence means good will towards others and doing 
well towards others which is one of the important principle of Gandhian method. It is 
not a weapon of weak and coward. Ahimsa means the largest love, greatest charity. It 
is a weapon of the strong and it is taken for granted that one who uses non-violence 
has the ability to be violent and to strike. There is close relation between truth and 
non-violence. One cannot be divorced from one another. Gandhi had said, I do not 
believe in shortcuts which involve violence. However, much I sympathize with 
admire worthy motives, I am an uncompromising opponent of violent methods even 
to serve the noblest causes There is,’ therefore, really no meeting ground between the 
school of violence and myself. Gandhiji also said, Non-violence does not mean meek 
submission to the will of the evil doer. It is the soul force or truth force or truth 
sacking force.Gandhis principle of truth and non-violence seen in various movement 
of Gandhi not only in India but also in the world. For e.g. civil resistant movement of 
South Africa and non-cooperation and civildisovideance movement in India. 

Satyagrah; Satyagraha is formed by two Sanskrit words Satya (truth) and Agraha 
(holding firmly to). The term was popularised during the Indian Independence 
Movement, and is used in many Indian languages. Gandhi said: “The Truth is far 
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more powerful than any weapon of mass destruction. Gandhi’sSatyagrah implies 
adhering to truth. According to Gandhi Satyagraha means non-violent resistance to 
political authority, non-co-operation with evil and fasting constitutes essential part of 
it, but they do not exhaust its full import. There should be non-violence in Satyagraha. 
Gandhi also said, the methods of Satyagraha may take different form others like, 
strike, non- cooperation and fasting. Gandhi himself used fasting several time to fulfil 
his goal which was most essential part of Gandhian principle of Satyagrah. For e.g. - 
Gandhi’s fasting against the communal award and electoral power to the depress class 
is successful. 

Khadi; khadi was one of the important principle which used by Gandhi to fulfil his 
economic and immediate aims. His adoption of khadi, or homespun cloth, was 
intended to help eradicate the evils of poverty, social and economic discrimination. It 
was also aimed as a challenge to the contrast that he saw between most Indians, who 
were poor and traditional, and the richer classes of educated, liberal minded Indians 
who had adopted Western mannerisms, clothing and practices. The clothing policy 
was designed to protest against British economic policies in India. Millions of poor 
Indian workers were unemployed and entrenched in poverty, which Gandhi linked to 
the industrialisation of cotton processing in Britain. He focused on persuading all 
members of the Indian National Congress to spend some time each day hand spinning 
on the charkha (spinning wheel). Many prominent figures of the Indian independence 
movement, including Motilal Nehru, were persuaded by Gandhi to renounce their 
smart London made clothes in favour of khadi. During non-cooperation movement 
Gandhi’s principle got much popularity among the masses. 

Relevance of Gandhian principle in present day; 

By discussing Gandhian principle and its method of uses we find it had a great impact 
during Gandhi’s time to successful his aims or mission. But in this point we focused 
on what is the relevance of Gandhian principle in present, method of its uses and 
influence. 

Truth and Nonviolence; Gandhi’s Philosophy of Non-violence has great relevancy 
in contemporary India. In India most of the conflict and extremist revolutions already 
settled and some are going to settle by non-violence and peaceful means. in today’s 
time as well people who lie are not accepted as well as respected in the society and in 
the various movement of present time we find Gandhian principle of truth and non-
violence are the principle method of run the movement like, Movement for Khalisthan 
in Punjab, movement of Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) in Assam, in march 2000 
Central government initiated a fresh peace process by suspending military, 
paramilitary, police operation against BLT), Telengana movement in Andhra, 
movement of Uttarakhand for separate state from Uttar Pradesh, ultimately 
ULFA(United Liberation Front of Assam) also shows their interest to settle their 
problem by peaceful means as well as government also taken initiative to settle the 
problem peacefully.some of the problems are solve but some are still going on in a 
peaceful manner. Above that Gandhian truth and nonviolence principle also found in 
inter-state conflict: for e.g. Problem of Chandigarh (conflict between Punjab and 
Haryana), Mysore-Maharashtra boundary conflict, Conflict between Gujarat and 
Maharashtra etc. government also used Gandhian principle of truth and non-violence 
in foreign relation also, because of that we see in present time Indian foreign relation 
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with different country is increasing which help India to became a one of the biggest 
powerful country in the world. 

Satyagrah; Satyagrah is one of the strongest principle of Gandhi. For quite some time 
it was considered that Gandhijis methods of Satyagrahas have no any relevancy but 
with the passing of time Gandhiji proved how it was important for protection of life, 
liberty and property of Indian citizens. Still this  methods are highly relevant in India. 
Still Indian people frequently apply these methods for fulfilment of demands. 
Gandhi‘s Concept on Politics: In Modern times, we see that politics is rooted in deceit 
and dishonesty and is bound to create greater deceit and greater dishonesty. Hate must 
generate hate and violence greater violence. Thus the need of the hour is to 
―moralise politics. Fasting and strike is important part of Gandhian principle of 
Satyagrah. To Gandhi, fasting was an important method of exerting mental control 
over base desires. In his autobiography, Gandhi analyses the need to fast to eradicate 
his desire for delicious, spicy food.In recent time we also find many leaders used 
fasting and Satyagrah to fulfil their dreams and pressurised government. Anna Hazare 
and his team undoubtly proved the relevancy of Gandhism. The government had to 
bow down with his demand of introduction of Jana Lokpal Bill, following his 12 days 
fasting at Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi.IromchanuSharmila of Manipur also very 
successful to fulfil her aims by using Gandhian method of fasting against repealed of 
AFSPA from 2000-2016.In recent time we also find many political leaders emphasise 
on following the path of Satyagrah to gain popularity and fulfil their demand.  

Khadi; Like otherprinciple Gandhian principle of khadi still relevance in present 
time. In present not every individual can afford clothes of rich raw material like silk 
or cotton in India but khadi will afford in this direction and because of that in present 
Khadi became a symbol of common masses. Plus today also we see a lot of democrats 
representing the Country in khadi clothes representing one of Gandhi’s principles 
which is showing after long year death of Gandhi how Indian people and political 
leaders follow the path and principle of Gandhi with the respect. Khadi like earlier 
period in present also fill up dweal goal first economic goal of indigenous village 
people and also fulfil the livelihood demand of the indigenous village people, because 
in recent time also many poor people of village used to make khadi cloth and also 
fulfil their livelihood demand of people. Therefore it can be easy to said that 
Gandhian principle of khadi is still influence. 

Impact of Gandhian principle in Government policy; In present Gandhian 
principle is not only impact on the masses and political leaders it also seen in the 
various policy of Government.  

Village development;village development was one of the important vision of Gandhi. 
He calls it Panchayati Raj or village Swaraj. He wants to see each village a little 
republic, self-sufficient in its vital wants, organically and non-hierarchically linked 
with the larger spatial bodies and enjoying the maximum freedom of deciding the 
affairs of the locality. Gandhi wanted political power to be distributed among the 
villages in India. Mahatma Gandhi's tours all across the country reinforced his 
convictions that India would benefit if the villages were governed by Village 
Panchayats based on the principal of "simple living and high thinking".Gandhi aimed 
at the individual the centre of the localadministration. People are expected to take 
personal interest and turn up in large numbers at the meeting to deliberate problems of 
commoninterest such as village industries, agricultural production, obligation and 
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planning. According to Mahatma Gandhi, utilization of the local resources is quite 
fundamental to the development of the Panchayati Raj system. The Panchayats with 
the Gram Sabhas should be so organized as to identify the resources locally available 
for development in the agricultural and industrial sectors. Gandhi also proposed a 
scheme of government under the Gandhian Constitution beginning from the primary 
unit the Village Panchayats to the level of the All India Panchayat,with the powers 
being assigned to all levels of the government. These villages should not only be self-
sufficient but also capable of defending themselves, even if need be, against the whole 
world.The term for such a vision was Gram Swaraj ("village self-governance"). 
Recommendations of Balwant Rai Mehta Committee. The Balwant Rai Mehta 
Committee was a committee appointed by the Government of India in January 1957 
to examine the working of the Community Development Programme (1952) and the 
National Extension Service (1953) and to suggest measures for their better working. 
This system was adopted by state governments during the 1950s and 60s, as laws 
were passed to establish panchayats in various states. It also found backing in the 
Indian Constitution, with the 73rd amendment in 1992 to accommodate the idea. The 
Amendment Act of 1992 contains provision for devolution of powers and 
responsibilities to the panchayats both for the preparation of economic development 
plans and social justice, as well as for implementation in relation to 29 subjects listed 
in the eleventh schedule of the constitution. In present time we also see that 
government one of the primary concern is development of village which seen in the 
annual budget of government where a big amount of money given for the 
development of village and also engage this sector under the digitisation which give 
them more power and alsoopen this thing over the country and the world, for village 
development government also run some scheme such as- MGNREGA and Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan etc. . 

MGNREGA; National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 was later renamed as 
the "Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act" (or, MGNREGA), 
is an Indian labour law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to 
work’ which based on the Gandhian principle of village development. It aims to 
enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of wage 
employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to 
do unskilled manual work. Starting from 200 districts on 2 February 2006, the 
NREGA covered all the districts of India from 1 April 2008. MGNREGA is to be 
implemented mainly by gram panchayats (GPs). The involvement of contractors is 
banned. Labour intensive tasks like creating infrastructure for water harvesting, 
drought relief and flood control are preferred. Right from starting its popularity 
increase rapidly, for successful these scheme and more involvement of people 
Government announced an award. Tripura is the greatest example of that scheme 
where maximum work are completed and got couple of award of that. In resent time 
the wages of labour also increasing. In its World Development Report 2014, the 
World Bank termed it a "stellar example of rural development, which clearly shows 
the relevance of Gandhian principle in recent time. 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan; Mahatma Gandhi had rightly said, “Sanitation is more 
important than Independence”. He was aware of the pathetic situation of Indian rural 
people at that time and he dreamt of a clean India where he emphasised on cleanliness 
and sanitation as an integral part of living. President Pranab Mukherjee, in his address 
to Parliament in June 2014, said, “For ensuring hygiene, waste management and 
sanitation across the nation a “Swachh Bharat Mission” will be launched. This will be 
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our tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary to be celebrated in the 
year 2019”. The NarendraModi Government launched the “Swachh Bharat” 
movement to solve the sanitation problem and waste management in India by 
ensuring hygiene across the country. Emphasising on “Clean India” in his 2014 
Independence day speech, PM Modi said that this movement is associated with the 
economic activity of the country. The prime objective of the mission is to create 
sanitation facilities for all. It aims to provide every rural family with a toilet by 2019. 
On 2 October, 2014, Modi nominated nine celebrities from various fields to propagate 
the mission, considering the new age marketing via social media. For awareness 
among the people government   nominated personalities included, Anil Ambani, 
MridulaSinha, Baba Ramdev, Kamal Hassan, Priyanka Chopra, Sachin Tendulkar, 
Salman Khan, ShashiTharoor and the team of the TV series Taarak Mehta 
KaOoltahChashmah. On 25 December, Modi nominated nine more people including 
the comedian Kapil Sharma, SouravGanguly, Kiran Bedi, PadmanabhaAcharya, 
Nagaland Governor, SonalMansingh, RamojiRao of Eenadu group and AroonPurie to 
take forward his “Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan”. Some organisations such as the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of India, India Today, Endau and the popular “dabbewale” 
of Mumbai were also nominated to be the torchbearers. This project is expected to 
cost over Rs. 2 lakhs crore. It is clearly shows that after the long years death of 
Gandhi his influence is still relevance in present time and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
was one of the finest example of that which mainly based on Gandhian principle and 
method. 

Environmental issue; Gandhi's constructive approach towards environment has 
practical relevance in the present day context. Gandhi differentiated between need and 
greed and he said that nature would provide for every one's need, but not every one's 
greed. Harmony with nature is required. The environmental destruction in different 
countries is causing great problem and it requires urgent attention. Gandhi's holistic 
perspective is of great importance. The construction of big dams is now questioned all 
over the world. The human and the environmental costs must be taken into 
consideration. Development at the cost of destruction and displacement of a 
considerable number of people and the failure of the national governments to address 
their problems such as their rehabilitation, causing considerable concern. 
Disregarding environmental concerns cause great damage to the nature as well as the 
people concerned. It is the time to think in terms of alternative strategies. Instead of 
"mega" mentality, let us think in terms of decentralized planning and execution of 
projects. Small is not only beautiful, but also beneficial to all concerned. Gandhi 
emphasised that the welfare of the common man must get precedence over others. 
Gandhi was down to earth in his approach focusing on human angles. Gandhi was 
dynamic and evolving in his thoughts and actions. As a seeker of truth, he was ever 
ready to change his opinions. Even in matters of religion, he was stressing on truth. 
He evolved from "God is Truth" to "Truth is God." The partition of the country in the 
name of religion and the mindless violence that followed pained him greatly. It 
requires careful study of the last phase of the Mahatma's life. All other narrow 
considerations must be relegated into the background. A bold new approach is needed 
to solve the problems that confront the world. It is a matter of great concern that 
people are ready to accept the latest inventions of science and technology, but refuse 
to accept the scientific outlook which is the very basis of science. Adoption of 
Science and scientific outlook must go together but environmental outlook is top of 
the list. In present we also see that environmental day organised like a national 
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festival in all over India in many occasion many minister and MLA voluntary involve 
of that. Even Government spent more money for look over the environmental issue 
and restriction on destruction of forest. 

Education; Education was one of the primary and important need of people. In this 
issue Gandhi also gave important comment. The definition of Mahatma Gandhi would 
comprise everything that can be conceived under education. Education for life, 
education through life, and education throughout life. That the concept of life has 
been taken away from education is precisely the reason for the dehumanizing, 
alienating aspect of education. In the Gandhian constructive program, the most 
important element is ‘NaiTalim,’ or the new education. The application of Gandhi’s 
concept of education was first suggested for children between the ages of 7 and 14. 
This is called basic education. This was later on extended to all the stages. Gandhi felt 
that it should include the education of everybody, at every stage of life; including the 
university stage. The Sarvodaya thinkers accepted the whole idea underlying the new 
educational concept of Gandhi, including its social and individual aims. In Gandhi’s 
scheme, higher education performed the essential function of providing training and 
properly motivating human power for national needs and there was an urgent need for 
the purposive expansion of such education. By discussing Gandhi’s view on education 
we seen his educational vision still influence in present.Gandhi’s view on vocational 
languages is the medium of languages in the elementary education is still following in 
present also. Government also emphasise on including peace and environmental issue 
in the syllabus of school. RTE act is the biggest example of Gandhian idea of 
education which passed in 2009 and in present it influence is more flourished, the 
main aims of RTE is free and compulsory education for all the student whose age is 6 
to 14 yrs. Above that his another vision regarding higher education was 
implementation of training programme was much emphasise by NCTE and UGCin 
present. 

Role of media; Relevance of Gandhian principle is also found in the field of media. 
In the modern world the media, in particular the electronic media—TV and Cinema—
should have a creative and positive role. It is a matter of regret that the media which 
has tremendous impact on the minds of the young and the youth is not fulfilling its 
social responsibility. Violence, carrying sensationalism, is glorified and it creates a 
negative impact on the minds of the young. It gives a wrong message that violence 
pays and the gun culture is acceptable. For Gandhi means were as important as the 
ends. Nonviolent means contributes to peace and nonviolence at home, in the society 
and the national and international arenas. When the religious fanatics like the Taliban 
and other terrorists brain-wash the young and glorify violence, it will create a serious 
problem in the national and international arenas. A nonviolent struggle for social 
justice will help in evolving an alternative. Gandhi insisted on nonviolent resistance 
and developed the concept of Satyagrah to resolve problems in a peaceful manner. 
Gandhi's method of Satyagrah and non-cooperation with evil received the worldwide 
attention. In present government strictly aware the media to work peacefully and also 
emphasise on used of peacefully method and unbiased news with co-operation. It is 
also visible that modern film and daily programme also emphasise on Gandhian 
principle of nonviolence. Therefore in present we seen by using Gandhian method 
people earn more unbiased and current news and the journalist also follow the 
Gandhian method of peace and non-violence. 
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Conclusion; so in conclusion we can easily said that after many years of martyrdom, 
Gandhi is now more relevant on global level than before. In contemporary period 
Gandhi is remembered more with reverence than merely casually. He is being 
recognized as a great leader of action, a Liberator and a Prophet Martyr all over the 
universe. What is needed at the hour is to implement his deeds, actions and thoughts 
into practice and thus, his relevance in different fields is unquestionable and 
unchallengeable. For the very survival of human being, it is imperative on our part to 
act upon his advice because only on his relevance, we shall survive together or if we 
fail in our venture, we are bound to perish together. 
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