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Abul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam popularly known as Missile Man was the 
former president of India, also an engineer as well as a teacher. Dr. Kalam was one of 
the great visionaries who contributed with his all round abilities to the nation. Youth 
are often termed as the ‘spring of life’ as this is the time of freshness and flowering in 
life of a person. The youths are the future of the country and can play a great role in 
moulding and shaping the destiny of a nation. Dr Kalam had tremendous faith in the 
power of youth in constructing the future of a country. He believed that young mind 
have superfluous possibilities and potentials that if equipped with knowledge and 
creativity can work wonders for a country. This paper throws light on Dr Kalam’s 
view on the role of the youth in making India a developed country and the importance 
of parents and elementary school teachers as role models for the youths as stated in 
his book “Ignited Minds.” 
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Youth is often termed as the ‘spring of life’ as this is the time of freshness and 
flowering in life of a person. Former president Late Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam says the 
great challenge of transforming India can be achieved through youth which has got 
the power of ideas, ambition and ability. This resource of the youth is an important 
building block for transforming India into a developed nation. Dr Kalam says “If you 
have an aim in life, realise that spent time cannot be recovered, asserting that no youth 
today needs to fear about the future.” Hence the precious time has to be used for 
achieving the goal, have confidence to win, have confidence to defeat the problems 
and succeed and have a righteous heart; you will definitely succeed in all your 
missions. Dr Kalam said, he asked the students to ensure acquisition of three unique 
characteristics of life, “Realising the importance of the present that is today; the 
confidence that I can do it and building righteousness in the heart.”  

Dr Kalam also stressed on the fact that an enlightened human being can be created by 
the teacher through proving two unique characteristics. “One is the building capacities 
among the students to inquire, to innovate, be creative and to develop the qualities of 
entrepreneurship and moral leadership, and second is the development of moral value 
system.” 

Dr. Kalam’s opined that if something is at risk, then “human mind gets ignited” 
(Ignited Minds, 177) and the quality of the works gets amplified. He used to advise 
the youth to remember that challenges guide us to opportunities. He believes that 
young have the most powerful minds; they can overcome the negativity of the 
bureaucracy and self centred policies of the state governments to enrich the people of 
the country. When one picks up a work, he should perform it with complete 
dedication without thinking of what the result would be. If he succeeds in the work, 
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the success should act as an inspiration for future goals and if he fails, then the 
experience should be taken as a lesson for the next time. Dr Kalam wrote in Ignited 
Minds, “The young’s especially has to be guided properly, so that their lives find a 
proper direction and their creativity is allowed to flower.” (Ignited Minds, 178). He 
was the only president who broke the tradition of his position, reached ordinary 
people, listened to their grievances and won their love and affection. That is why he is 
generally known as People’s President.  

The Missile Man touched the lives of millions of Indian youth and inspired them to 
dream big. Dr.  Kalam’s books, speeches and interactive sessions with children across 
the country went a long way in propelling the youth to work hard to turn those dreams 
into reality. Abdul Kalam remained accessible to the youth. He tried to reach the 
youth of our country and inspired them to become responsible citizens of our country 
and to contribute something to its development. Dr Kalam would meet children at his 
private chambers in Rashtrapati Bhavan. He would listen to their ideas, give them 
inputs and also follow up on their progress. Most of the 300 e-mails he received 
everyday would be from youngsters who discussed their problems and ideas. His 
approachable ‘I am your friend’ demeanour helped the youth connect with him and 
gain inspiration. He always dreamt of making India a developed country. He had firm 
believe on the youth of our country. 

In his book, Ignited Minds he wrote, “My strength has been my young teams who 
never let me down. And what satisfaction there was in working with them on some of 
the complex projects in some of the most challenging situations! Given the freedom to 
achieve and guided properly, I am convinced that the young of India can accomplish 
far more.” (Ignited Minds, preface ix-x) 

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam in his book has discussed how the ‘untapped’ potentials of the 
young people of India can be utilized properly to achieve the goal of making India a 
fully developed country. The youths often settle for less than what they deserve. That 
is why in spite of having skills, resources and talents India is not that much 
prosperous and developed as it should have been. 

In 2011-12, he launched the ‘What can I give?’ movement against corruption to in 
still values and ethics amongst the youth, “he said appealing to the youth while 
addressing school and college students. As for his attitude towards young Indians, it 
could be summed up by using his own words: “Tomorrow if I address a group of 
youngsters and talk about the flag flying in my heart and how I will uphold the dignity 
of the nation, I can get them to dream. But if I talk to people who are 40, 50 or 70 plus 
it will not go down that well. Also the youth have fewer biases about their society as 
compared to the grown-ups.” Through Ignited Minds, Dr Kalam aimed to motivate 
the youth to “get back on the winning track and unleash the energy within a nation 
that hasn’t allowed itself full rein.” 

Dr. Kalam has stressed the importance of a role model in the life of children and 
youth. He points out that a person needs different role models in different stages of his 
life and how role models can help him to achieve personal, professional as well as 
contributing something for our nation. 

Dr Kalam attended a meeting that took place in a high school in Tripura. It was a 
gathering of 500 students and teachers. He said, after my talk on the second vision for 
transforming India into a developed nation, there were a series of questions, the first 
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question was; “where do we get a role model from, how do you get a role model? Dr 
Kalam said; when you are growing up, say till the age of 15, the best role model I can 
think of would be your father, your mother and your school teachers.” They, to my 
mind, are the people who can impart the best guidance during this period. (Ignited 
Minds PDF room, 22) 

Dr Kalam said that if parents and teachers show the required dedication to shape the 
lives of the young, India would get a new life. As it is said: Behind the parents stands 
the school, and behind the teacher the home. Dr Kalam always insisted the youth to 
dream, not only dream but to dream big. He recited the following:  

‘Dream, Dream, Dream 

Dream transforms the thoughts 

And thought result in action’ 

Hence, parents and teacher should allow their children to dream. Success always 
follows dreams attempted though there may be some setbacks and delays. (Ignited 
Minds PDF room, 24) 

As suggested by Dr Kalam as we try and excel, role models play a guiding role. A 
role could of anyone whom we admire- a sportsperson, a teacher and a successful 
entrepreneur. Role models can help to focus on what is correct for the individuals, as 
groups and of course, as a nation. They can also lead us to the great success. Through 
Ignited Minds, Dr Kalam emphasized on the role model and their importance in 
children’s life, as they grow up, mother, father and elementary school teachers play a 
very important part as role models. When the child grows up, the role models will be 
national leader of quality and integrity in every field including politics, the sciences, 
technology and industry. He believed that upholding the value system is as important 
as prosperity through wealth generation. 

The developed India will not be a nation of cities. It will be a network of prosperous 
villages empowered by tele-medicine, tele-education and e-commerce. The new India 
will emerge out of the combination of biotechnology, biosciences, agriculture 
sciences and industrial development. The political leaders would be working for the 
zeal born of the knowledge that the nation is bigger than individual interest and 
political parties. The way to development is through purposeful activity. The young 
especially have to be guided properly, so that their lives find a proper direction and 
their creativity is allowed to flower. To facilitate this, certain educational reforms 
must be initiated. With regard to improving the pace of development, centre-state 
effort should be coordinated in a few key areas and efforts across sectors and 
organizations integrated and taken up in a mission mode. The mindset must change, 
showing willingness to take pragmatic risk. Success will follow. (Ignited Minds, 
chapter 8) 

Dr Kalam concluded the book with an excellent piece of poetry that brilliantly 
conveys to the young minds. It is not only a poem but looks more like an undertaking. 
It seems that Dr Kalam, through this poem wanted the youth of India to take the 
undertaking and work on it accordingly. The poem intends to ignite the young souls 
of India and motivate them to work towards a greater vision- the vision to make India 
a developed country.  
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The poem is titled as “SONG OF YOUTH”  (Ignited Minds, 196) 

Me and my nation India 

As a young citizen of India 

Armed with technology, knowledge and love for my nation, 

I realize, small aim is a crime. 

I will work and sweat for a great vision, 

The vision of transforming India into a developed nation 

Powered by economic strength with value system. 

I am one of the citizens of a billion, 

Only the vision will ignite the billion souls. 

It has entered into me, 

The ignited soul compared to any resource,  

On the earth, above the earth and under the earth, 

I will keep the lamp of knowledge burning 

To achieve the vision-Developed India.  

This Song of Youth shows how strong faith Dr Kalam had on the youth of this 
country. He believed that it is the youth who has the power to change the future of the 
country. He wrote “when thousands recite this, I see the developed India” (Ignited 
Minds, 195). Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam’s book Ignited Minds shows that he was a true 
patriot who inspires the youth of the country to explore the unexplored paths to 
convert India into a developed nation.  

Thus, Dr Kalam had strong belief in present and not the past. He says that work hard 
and get assured success. He wants to prepare a child for real practical life by 
providing him/her values and ethics to survive in the material world in a better healthy 
way. He wants the youth to participate in his movement against corruption because 
corruption and moral turpitude are evils that need to be defeated by the goodness of 
youth. Dr Kalam strongly believes that the nation require role models in leadership 
who can inspire youngsters. Role models can help to focus on what is correct for us as 
individuals, as groups and of course as a nation. Dr Kalam said ancient India was a 
knowledge society that contributed a great deal to civilization. We need to recover the 
status and become a knowledge power. Individuals must learn from their mistakes to 
achieve a better standard of life. A developed India will supplant a spirit of defeat 
with spirit of victory (Ignited Minds, chapter 6). Thus this book shows the reason why 
Dr Kalam was and will always remain as youth icon and role model for huge number 
of youngsters of our country. 
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