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In the current study, emphasis is laid on the status of secondary education in Garo Hills 
region of Meghalaya. Secondary education in this region is yet to attain a stable and 
suitable status which is possible only when each dimensions of secondary education is 
developed at the earliest possible time. It is so, because secondary education has lagged 
attention of the policy makers be it during pre-independence and post-independence era 
of India. In post independent India, the first step towards improving policy planning for 
development of secondary education was the setting up of the Secondary Education 
Commission in 1952 (also known as the Mudaliar Commission). The commission’s 
major recommendation was to develop a 3-year national system of secondary education. 
Prior to this (pre-independence), the growth of secondary education in India, however, 
shows unique trends. During the period starting from 1850 to 1919 when the colonial 
government completely transferred the education authority to elected Indian Ministers at 
the provincial level, there was an undue emphasis (compared to primary education) on 
expansion of secondary schools and colleges (Ghosh, 2000; Chaudhary, 2007). 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 The rate of development is comparatively slow in educational aspects with the 
infrastructural limitations in various forms- location of the school building, water 
facilities, electricity, fans, lights, etc., these have led to congestion in some schools of 
West Garo Hills and specially to the schools of rural areas. On top of these he further 
opines that most of the schools are run by the untrained teachers as the district itself is 
having only two Teacher Education Institutions (Pholitesone, 1981-82). 
 There was no formal education in the state of Meghalaya till almost the end of the 
nineteenth century. The Christian Missionaries were the first organizations who took part 
in the education of the people of Khasi, Jaintia and Garo Hills. Garos like the Khasis had 
no written literature, neither did they have a script of their own. In Garo Hills first 
government school was opened in 1847 and in 1876 the American Baptist Missions 
opened a school at Tura. The expansion in secondary education in Meghalaya between 
1972 to 1984 showed encouraging trends in that there came to exist additional 154 high 
schools with an increase in enrolment of 13,173. The Meghalaya Education Bill which 
became an Act in November 1981 (Josephine, 1986). 
 Administration of “the secondary education is under the direct and full control of 
the states. The state governments prepare their education plans in the light of their local 
conditions and needs and within the plan-frame prepared at the centre. The state 
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government now is to set up Boards of Secondary Education Especially after the 
recommendation of the Secondary Education Commission (1952-3). … thus, secondary 
education has a unique opportunity and role to play in contributing to the health 
development and total health education of each child…” (Kochhar, 1990). 
 To talk about examination and evaluation process it is pointed out that “at present 
the High School Leaving Certificate Examination is very crucial/important because it 
determines the asset to Higher Education. The activities of Meghalaya Board of School 
Education are mentioned in matters resting with the conduct of the High School Leaving 
Certificate Examination and coordinating with the connected programmes. At present we 
have heard about the needs expressed from time to time for better textbooks….” 
(Hamlet,1996). 
 On the status of secondary education, “the stages of secondary education in 
North-East says there are about 3607 secondary schools. And in Meghalaya, according to 
the Fifth survey, 54.79% of the habitations, covering 61.31% of the population have the 
facilities for secondary educations within 8 kilometres. The slow but steady growth and 
development is evident in his study” (Nikunja,1999). 
 To talk about the infrastructure and administration, “the totality of desirable 
values forms the core of personality, the soul of educative process and the kernel of 
instructional techniques. The optimum practice of “value-anchored education” emphasis 
the primacy of a person, and denigrates a successful “money plant”, or a parasite of 
power by returning him to his original roots. Obviously, our values relate both to facts 
and beliefs…” (R.C. Wadhera, 2000). 
 On the completion of secondary schooling students desires to choose vocational 
career must get scope. The author, “argues that secondary education begins to expose 
students to the differentiated roles of science, the humanities and the social sciences. 
Access to the secondary education will be widened with emphasis on enrolment of girls, 
SCs and STs, particularly in science, commerce and vocational streams. Efforts will be 
made to provide computer literacy in as many secondary level institutions as possible so 
that the children are equipped with necessary computer skills to be effective in the 
emerging technical world. According to (NPE,1986) Secondary education begins to 
expose students to the differentiated roles of science, the humanities and social sciences” 
(R.C Sharma, 2004). 
 In their studies on secondary education in New York found that the two World 
Wars emphasized the fact that National defences depend upon individual skills of any 
army of men with guns. As the United States emerges from a Colonial country, to a world 
power it becomes evident that universal secondary education was necessary to maintain 
this position. Trained teachers, statesmen, skilled workers, and technical knowhow were 
needed (Rudyand et al., 1961). 
 Until 1920 secondary education both in the United States and abroad was aimed 
largely at preparing youngsters for colleges. Beginning in the early part of the century the 
enrolment in grade VII and XII in American secondary schools increased very rapidly 
moving from approximately from one million about grades VIII in 1900 to more than 10 
million in 1061 in 1961-62 nearly 90% of the population between the age group 12 to17 
were enrolled in schools. As enrolment increased more Americans committed themselves 
to the philosophy of secondary education for all youngsters. In 1961 about two-thirds of 
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those who started with their classes in the VII grades graduated from high schools, 
(Douglass and Harl, 1965). 
  The Department of Secondary School Principals of the National Education 
Association meeting in Washington in 1932 authorized the appointment of a Commission 
“to study and restate the principles and objectives of secondary education. In the 
meantime, social, economic, and political changes that had in part led to the earlier re-
examination of the purposes of the high schools had accelerated. That it was an 
awareness of new and emerging needs and impact of rapidly expanding secondary school 
population that promoted the establishment of the new Commission, to which should be 
added the belief that first, the school had lagged behind the demands of the times and the 
needs of the pupils, and second, that in spite of a great deal of fact gathering, no clear-cut 
definition of function and purpose of secondary education schools had emerged or been 
developed”, (Frederick et al., 1969). 
   “The main issues in respect of assessment and examinations in the art of 
the Arts in Schools report, (Gulbenkian Foundation, 1982). The concerns expressed are 
familiar to most teachers of the arts, in particular, the fear that ‘objective assessment’ 
inevitably leads to restriction and limitation of the freedom associated with teaching and 
learning in the arts. In-fact the real fear is of examination themselves and of the forms in 
which they are applied there is a substantial body of opinion which supports the view that 
the arts should not be examined at all” (Keith, 1998). 
 
2. METHOD 
Research Design: A research design is the specific procedures involved in the research 
process:  consists of the sampling, data collection, data analysis and report writing 
(Creswell, 2019). Research design refers to the behaviour and instruments used in the 
collection and analysis of data (Kothari, 2004). In this study, mixed method design is 
used to find out the status and problems of secondary education in Garo Hills region of 
Meghalaya where both qualitative and quantitative data is used to give insight into the 
study. 
Participants: Data for this study were gathered from a sample of 1509 students, 261 
teachers and 49 head teachers of secondary schools who were randomly selected from 
four districts of Garo Hills viz., South West Garo Hills, West Garo Hills, East Garo Hills 
and North Garo Hills, of Meghalaya.  
Data Collection: The process data of collection was performed in a well sequenced 
manner. In this study, random selection of secondary schools was adopted to meet the 
respondents. Efforts were made to establish rapport in order to collect authentic data for 
the study. Alongside, additional questions in relation with the objectives of present study 
were recorded in a diary and taken into account for necessary use.   
 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 Enrolment: The data reveals that, amongst 49 head teachers of surveyed schools 
in South West Garo Hills, West Garo Hills, East Garo Hills and North Garo Hills districts 
of Meghalaya, majority are satisfied with the growth in enrolment. On the contrary, a few 
head teachers stated that growth in enrolment has resulted in accommodation congestion 
in their respective institutions, this has compelled school management to adopt ‘cut-off 
mark’ in admission criteria by conducting test before admission. All of the head teachers 
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stated that quality education is ensured in their respective institutions- this is one of the 
prime reasons for growth in enrolment. Secondly, population increase is held responsible 
for overall growth of students in secondary education. In majority cases respondents have 
not been able to furnish data to reveal maiden enrolled due to mismanagement. The data 
reveal that around 4 to 5 dropout students both boys and girls of class IX and X in each 
academic session due to- ‘early marriage’ and ‘poverty’. The data reveals that, there is no 
gender gap in secondary education, because it is a ‘matrilineal social setup’ here in 
Meghalaya, thus, discrimination is not recorded in providing equal opportunity to girls’ 
education. All respondents reported that there are no special schemes for students to get 
direct enrollment in schools. Here, students are enrolled without discrimination 
irrespective of caste, creed, community, differently able students (CWSN) and religion. 
As per data, few head teachers made special attempts to bring back drop-out students to 
mainstream education, but failed to success (1 out of 10 times). All the head teachers 
have reported that no reservation policies are applied in admission procedure at 
secondary level. According to data it is found that a majority of the schools are co-ed, 
only 2 (two) schools are named as girls’ schools viz., ‘Nivedita Girls' School’ and ‘Indra 
Gandhi Memorial Girls’ Secondary School’ but in these schools too male students (boys) 
are enrolled in every classes including secondary classes. It is further found that girl 
students are more in number as compared to boy students. The data provided by head 
teacher revealed that 29% school are located at urban areas; even then students enrolled 
in these schools are from rural and semi-urban habitations, while in majority schools’ 
students belong to rural areas. 
 The data further reveals that, the growth in enrolment is reported by majority 
assistant teachers of all the surveyed schools, but in one school called ‘Bajengdhoba 
RMSA Secondary School’ the enrolment is decreasing. In relation to enrolment growth, 
majority teachers levelled that it’s a burden to them, but this increase in enrolment both 
as qualitative and quantitative development of secondary education in Garo Hills region 
of Meghalaya. Few teachers are actively involved to bring back dropout students in age-
appropriate classes of mainstream education in their respective institutions because 
enrolled students are mostly local (within district itself). 
 It is seen that, all students take admission in respective institution on the basis of 
performance viz., written test of course spot admission is given to a few. A few students 
believe that enrolment increase has overcrowded their classroom, evidently it has reduced 
teachers’ attention on individual student. Data also reveals that there is no physically 
challenged students amongst the total (1509) sample students.  
 Infrastructure: All the head teachers stated that schools are situated in its’ own 
land i.e., 3 Bighas (1 Acre) and 1.5 Bighas (0.5 Acres) in-case of Rural and Urban areas 
respectively, as per Meghalaya State Education Policy approved by the Cabinet on the 
21st September, 2018, page No. 3. This shows that the status of secondary education is 
developing in a guided manner in Garo Hills districts of Meghalaya. It is found that 
majority of surveyed schools have its own building with an exception to ‘Samanda 
Secondary School’ which is yet to have a building of its own. The data shows that 
majority of school building is pucca, only that of ‘Samanda Secondary School’ is kutcha. 
It can be mentioned here, that this school has got opening permission in 2017, but yet to 
receive building grants. The study found that quarter facility is available in a few schools 
only namely ‘Pringprang Secondary School’ and ‘JNV Kendrikona’ has availability of 
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quarter facility for teaching staff. None of the surveyed secondary schools in Garo Hills 
districts have library facility in proper sense*. All surveyed schools have lavatory 
facility; which is found separate for boys and girls. This ascertains development of the 
status of secondary education in Garo Hills districts of Meghalaya. According to data 
majority institutions have well ventilated classrooms allowing sufficient inlet and outlet 
of air, and with good numbers of windows ensuring proper visibility in normal daylight. 
The data shows that in few sample schools playground facility is wanting this is evident 
in those schools which are located in urban areas of West Garo with 4 (four) such 
schools, North Garo Hills and East Garo Hills with 1 (one) each respectively. Therefore, 
in those schools annual games and sports is organised in nearby parade ground and 
playgrounds respectively. 
 A majority of teachers stated that adequate number of class rooms are available in 
their respective institution which is in contrary to the opinion of ‘Samanda Secondary 
School’ teachers. Again, according to most teacher, class room size is large enough in 
proportion to the seating capacity of students. As per the data only a few have residential 
quarter facility, therefore, this aspect of secondary education needs immediate attention 
of state government. When asked about separate common room for teachers a good 
number of teachers stated to have this infrastructural facility and reported that rooms are 
spacious enough even after head teacher’s office has a separate room. All sample teachers 
responded to have common toilet provision for both male and female teachers but it is 
separate from students’ lavatory. They further mentioned water facility as an essential 
aspect here in this humid region, it has been found that few teachers stated to have this 
facility. Again, a few respondents said that regarding maintenance and cleanliness of 
drinking water- proper care is taken by respective school management. Majority 
respondents stated that their schools have playground facility which is utilized fully for 
annual sports and other school events. 
 The data further shows that, majority students have availed new facilities namely 
basketball, football and cricket in their respective schools. All the respondents stated that 
they have separate toilet facility but unfortunately none has reported the toilets are 
friendly for physically challenged (CWSN) students. As per data majority students 
reported to have functional electric fan facility in their class room. Again, all the students 
stated class rooms are well ventilated. 
N.B: * means devoid of library rooms but some books are kept in the office of head 
teachers, same in case of RMSA schools too. 
 Administration: As per data, assistant teachers are sincere in their duties 
according to all the respondents. Only a few head teachers have reported that they are 
trying to bring back dropout students into mainstream education. In deploying action 
plans to implement effective curriculum all respondents have reported that they 
effectively follow the curriculum as prescribed by MBOSE. All head teachers stated that 
they attain feedback from teachers to make necessary alterations to overcome hurdles (if 
any) which at that point of time might hinder the developmental status of secondary 
education. All head teachers said that there is a provision to take feedback from assistant 
teachers regarding curriculum too, in doing so they have identified some loopholes in the 
revised (2018) syllable of MBOSE. In all the surveyed schools, both private schools and 
the government schools of different pattern the SMDC (Schools Management & 
Development Committee) is an indispensable part in school management. It plays the 
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role of check and balance, and it monitors the administration of each institution by all the 
head teacher in administrating respective schools. All head teachers have mentioned that 
members of SMDC are aware of their role and responsibility. In relation to DSEOs visit 
to surveyed schools- few head teachers said that, in most cases school visit is twice a year 
in last 3 (three) years. The frequency in government officials visit is half yearly according 
to head teachers. 
 Data as collected from the teachers shows, that a thin percentage of teachers 
agreed upon-head teachers are authoritative towards them (assistant teachers). Majority 
respondents agreed to have role in decision making matters related to their institution. 
Government officials visit to schools is; half-yearly and yearly basis as stated by few 
assistant teachers which if compared with head teachers’ response is low in percentage. 
majority assistant teachers agreed that they are being involved in discussion of 
administrative matters by head teachers.  None of the assistant teachers complained on 
administrative efficiency of head teachers. All assistant teachers avail leave facilities 
namely casual leave and maternity leave as per the government rules (in Government and 
aided schools) and school management rules (if private schools). 
 The sample study shows that student avail yearly pre-metric scholarship, which is 
mostly ‘umbrella scholarship’, surprisingly none of them affirmed that scholarship 
amount is sufficient enough. All students agreed that scholarship is definitely a morale 
booster, apart from ‘monetary help’. And they all attend morning assembly daily which is 
otherwise punishable and like that of home-work. 
 Examination and Evaluation: It is found that, for the academic year 2015 to 
2020 a good number of schools did not furnish pass percent data of classes IX and X, 
while rest of the schools have furnished pass percent data ranging from 65 to 100 percent. 
In regard; who should be held responsible? - for poor performance in SSLC examination 
all head teachers have pointed out that ‘parental carelessness’ is one of the prime factors, 
secondly the ‘students themselves’. The overall low pass percent is a cause of worry to all 
the head teachers of surveyed schools and they have suggested improvement is most 
urgently required. Majority of the head teachers supported maximum objective type 
questions in SSLC examination. All the head teachers of surveyed schools have opined 
that they do not have doubt in the present evaluation process of secondary examination 
board. There is no harm to have internal assignment (IA) in each subject according to all 
head teachers of surveyed schools. In regard to attain training/workshop by the assistant 
teachers on examination reforms, all the head teachers said they were never called for to 
express their views. All the respondents stated that they did not face obstacles of high 
degree in conducting SSLC examinations till date. According to data, all head teachers of 
surveyed schools stated that needful suggestions are given to assistant teachers so that 
internal marks of students improve. 
 In the same table it is found that, the present examination pattern of MBOSE is 
satisfactory to majority of the teachers. Barring a thin percentage, the rest of the 
respondents do not seek any change in examination pattern. A good percent of 
respondents agree that Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) will improve 
student’s performance in secondary level. While marking is the preferred most evaluation 
process according to maximum number sample teachers surveyed in this study. All 
teachers are satisfied with the ‘internal assessment’ system in secondary education which 
is helpful to remove wastage and stagnation. None of the sample teachers have ever 
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attended meetings on examination reforms conducted by MBOSE, (here it is mentioned 
that teachers are never invited to participate). All teachers stated they have not attended 
any workshops conducted by DERT or DSEL. No report of having any obstacle during 
invigilation in board examination. All the respondents stated that they provide necessary 
suggestions to students after ‘internal assessment’ to further improve their performance in 
SSLC examination.  
 The data shows that, extra classes are taken prior to every matriculation 
examination for all. All students stated that paper evaluation of class IX examination is 
unbiased and fair. Amongst the respondents a few students look for a change in 
examination pattern of MBOSE and the same percent of students prefer CBSE 
examination pattern over MBOSE examination pattern.  
 
4. CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATONS 
To conclude, we can say that, true education will rise-up every individuals of society 
towards a holistic development. And to promote true education teaches are pivotal and 
we know that ‘teacher is the backbone of the nation’. Therefore, these resource persons 
must possess mastery over his/her concern subject, updated knowledge, be the role model 
of students and certainly one who must be approachable. Secondary education, during the 
British Raj was initiated and carried to produce cheap manpower to the Company’s 
offices. In post-Independent India, when the Central Advisory Board of Education, in its 
14th Session held in January 1948, had made recommendations to appoint a Commission 
in order to examine the prevailing system of Secondary Education and suggest measures 
for its reorganization and improvement. Besides, special stress must be provided on 
greater and adequate facilities to the physical welfare of students at secondary level i.e., 
properly organised health care facility in Garo Hills districts in particular and in 
Meghalaya in general.  
 This study reveals that population increase has resulted in enrolment increase 
which needs to be checked at the earliest possible. Provisions of ‘quarter facility’ for 
secondary school teachers in-order to retain them to serve in remotely located schools; 
specially for those out station teachers. Salary disbursement of secondary teachers and 
supporting staff to released monthly which at present is quarterly. A common but hopeful 
implication is that origin and development of new schools in the region as in majority 
cases locality initiative is noticed. 
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