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The term ‘Alienation’ has got wider significance in modern literature. It appears 
in the disciplines of Philosophy, history, psychiatry, sociology, Anthropology, 
economics, political sciences, education and literature. So, in this paper, 
Alienation is as a recurrent or major theme of Mistry’s Fiction. The aim of present 
study is to analyzing the theme in collection of short- stories and three novels. My 
aim is also in this paper is to demonstrate that it is precisely Mistry's experience 
of "double displacement," as Barucha terms or "double diaspora" that foregrounds 
the instabilities in the national narrative of culture and identity. The researcher is 
proposed to undertake deep study of the eleven short – stories’ collection known 
as Tales from FirozshaBaag and of three novels are as Such a Long Journey, A 
Fine Balance and Family Matters from thematically point of view. 
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Introduction 

The Indian Diaspora in relation to the national and global level increased 
ethnic consciousness in India. So the themes of nostalgia, alienation, social, 
political, historical or communitarianism are presented in the works of Indo-
Anglian writers. The constellation of modern Indo-Anglian novelist incorporated 
bigwig such as Salman Rusdie, V.S. Naipaul, Vikram Seth, Rohinton Mistry and 
Kiran Desai etc. 

Rohinton Mistry is as a great novelist. He has been written a large number of 
short – stories and novels as well. The works of Mistry span over a period of 
twenty year from 1987 to still date. Mistry wrote more than twenty short – stories 
and more than four novels. There are wide scope for the study of the said topic in 
short – stories and novels.  

              The aim of present study is to analyzing the theme of Alienation in 
collection of short- stories and three novels. The researcher is proposed to 
undertake deep study of the eleven short – stories’ collection known as Tales from 
FirozshaBaag and of three novels are as Such a Long Journey, A Fine Balance 
and Family Matters from thematically point of view. These works can be 
analysed on the base of theme of alienation. So, the theme of alienation is 
introduced in works. 

Defining Alienation 

The term, Alienation is defined as an aloof or separation from the society 
or group of people. It is very unvisuable kind of term which does not exist in the 
form mixture.  It has also multiple meanings. This term is defined in the 
perspective of ‘Britannica’. He says that it is a kind of person who is looking as a 
stranger to himself due to he lost his own identity due to he is in search of his 
being. It is also defined by ‘Edwards Paul’. In his perspective, the alienation is an 
art which is alien or strange from somebody or something else.   

Alienation is the Major Theme: 

Alienation is the major theme or recurrent theme of Mistry’s Fiction. We 
can see it in the story of Dina’s struggles against the social conditions of her 
existence in Mistry’s novel. She could easily have existed as an independent of 
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the long incursion into the life of tailors. It is nothing but some kind of the 
absurdist frame which is illogical universe, as ever enduring puppets. Dina and 
some other tailors are the characters in the novels. So, the novel can be tackles the 
immediate consequences of the situation as in the novel, “City Beutification”, 
“GaribiHatao” and “Family Planning’’ Schemes etc. The fates of the characters in 
the novel as tragic and comic are examples human can be existing as an absurdity.  
In the novel, the characters, Om and Ishwar are existed as totally to human beings 
of that time.  Om is impulsive, because he can get quite imidiate reacted to over. 
It is nothing but their own reality which is Mistry presented through characters in 
his novels.  At the opening part of the novel, we observe the ‘Dalit’ revenge; Om 
persuaded the impracticality of the scheme. 

Indians can to be existed as homogeneous mass of people. But it is the 
reality of India. There is possesses the ability to disappear into the masses of the 
city in India because it does not look different from those around him. There are 
also some loses in North America's white Anglo Saxon environment. Its 
capability has to prove its worth constantly. It is abaut places where Indians are a 
rare commodity. The idea of melting pot is a metaphor. It is implies all the 
immigrant cultures that are mixed and amalgamated at their own place. Most of 
the thing abaut first generation of parents is that they have immigrated to North 
America for progress their economic status. They look down upon the unbridled 
individualism of the west. They also privilege the familistic values of their own 
ethnic culture. The Diaspora is an experience of migratsabaut dislocation and 
displacement. In fact the reality of Indian culture is plural and fluid. It can be the 
intrinsic plurality and of the Hindu system itself. It also offered a matrix where 
embedding is possible. Several migrant communities have enriched Indian culture 
at the same time. They are assimilated into Indian Culture. So, diaspora has been 
made India as very resilient. The fact that colonial imposition of fixed meanings 
on space is meaningless because space is a socio-political construction and named 
by particular people in relation to their experiences and aspirations throughout 
history.  

There is a kind of sense which is superiority among the Britishers. It is 
clearly observed Misty’s Such a Long Journey that Sarah’s marriage with an 
Indian is not accepted by British society. Even though, she suffers from a sense of 
insecurity and separation within her own society. Sarah feels the two selves in 
her, the English self and the Indian one are only, frauds; each had large shadowed 
elements of charade about it. The real reasons of Sarah suffering are her own the 
identity and cultural crisis within society. Her position is very pathetic. She had 
broken the unspoken code of English society after marrying an Indian. She also 
suffers from a sense of inferiority because of she got married an Indian and for 
this she has to suffer the taunts from her colleague. So, Sarah fails to reconcile 
with Indian ethos. She is in dilemma also to locate her identity.  

Sarah represents foreign identity but in Indian context. She suffers a lot. 
On the other hand, she is a victim of male dominance mentality. She is ready to 
cope up even in odd situation. Sarah had become unidentified and loss her origin 
as she had rejected her identity. We can not see mental peace and satisfaction in 
her life. Sarah is being taunted and abused by her own people in her own land. 
Such as the immigrant writers are reflected their attachment with their motherland 
on one hand and their feelings are expressed as the alienation and rootlessness.  

Diasporic writings are known as ‘expatriate writings’. It gives voice to the 
traumatic experiences of the writers when they are on the rack owing to the clash 
180 of two cultures or the racial discrimination they undergo. Immigration 
presents a pleasant experience. Only few immigrants are succeeding in 
assimilating themselves with new geographical, cultural, social and psychological 
environment. To most of the diasporic writers, immigration is not a delectable 
experience. They often find themselves sandwiched between two cultures. The 
feelings of nostalgia, a sense of loss and anxiety are reinvented home obsess them 
as consciously or unconsciously. Their feeling is the anguish to living for away 
from their native land. They also are being discriminated on the grounds of race, 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-11, Aug 2021 Special Issue 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 69 

colour or creed. Experiences of every immigrant are expressed the feelings of 
injustice, inequality, discrimination, biases, prejudices and a threat to cultural 
identity in the unfamiliar country. But, it abruptly changed in their lifestyle, 
culture, status, society and psychological problems etc. The changing scenario of 
their lives is a challenge to adjust.  

The Indian Diaspora focuses on the varied aspects of life abroad. Diaspora 
of the Indian women writers, they have created a niche for themselves in the 
literary world. We can include in this group like Bharati Mukherjee, 
JhumpaLahiri and many others women writers. They have taken great pains to 
focus on the world of immigrants. 

Alienation as his experience or self-reflections: 

While most minority migrant writers speak of their experiences of 
alienation in Canada, Mistry, as a Canadian of Parsi ethnicity, has experienced 
national exclusion not only in Canada but also in his Indian homeland. One of the 
characters in Mistry's short story collection, for example, Raw’s connections 
between his experiences of racial victimization as an Indian immigrant in Toronto 
and the bullying and other forms of discrimination he experienced in school in 
Bombay because he was a Parsi. My aim is also in this paper is to demonstrate 
that it is precisely Mistry's experience of "double displacement," as Barucha terms  
or "double diaspora" that foregrounds the instabilities in the national narrative of 
culture and identity.  

              Mistry's awareness of the ambivalence and instability of his cultural, 
geographical, and ideological location is evident in the way his texts, especially in 
the collection of short stories known as Tales from FirozshaBaag. It is explored 
the cultural politics of diaspora. Mistry's self-conscious positioning in diaspora 
and his affirmation of it as a space that emphasizes multiplicity and ambiguity 
bears important resonances with HomiBhabha's enunciation of a "third space," 
that in-between space of hybridity where cultural change can be brought about 
through the "contamination" of established narratives and dominant points of 
view. 

To further destabilize any notion of a fixed Parsi identity, Mistry 
assiduously inserts the cultural "Other" into his Parsi narratives. Consider, for 
instance, the inclusion of non Parsi "Others" such as Gajra, the Marathi maid, in 
"Auspicious Occasion"; Francis, the Christian odd job man, in "One Sunday"; and 
Jaakaylee, the elderly Goan ayah, in "The Ghost of FirozshaBaag." In fact, this 
background presence of the cultural "Other" is made explicit in "The Ghost of 
FirozshaBaag," which is narrated entirely from the perspective of Jaakaylee, a 
"proper Catholic" (whose name is actually a Parsi vulgarization of her "English" 
name, Jacqueline). 

 Mistry represents Parsi life and culture from the perspective of a non 
Parsi. As we listen to Jaakaylee's narration of her life story, we see that, despite 
the ayah's prejudices about the Parsis, she has been influenced—"[her] name, 
[her] language, [her] songs" by them, just as she herself has modified and 
transformed the cultural life of her Parsi employers. Jaakaylee's hot 

“Goan Curries” has replaced the Parsidhansakas the Karanis' favourite dish. The 
Karani household and, by extension, FirozshaBaag become metaphors for the 
changing configurations of Parsi cultural experience and identity. Thus, in 
suggesting that "ethnic" is a label foisted on minority communities to perpetuate 
their exclusion, Mistry provokes a re-examination of the term as it is used in 
current constructions of the national. For instance, the narrator of "Lend Me Your 
Light" comes to fully realize what it is to be called an ethnic in Canada only after 
he juxtaposes his experience of discrimination as a non-white immigrant in 
Toronto with memories of his own community's attitude towards non-Parsi 
Indians, whom it referred to as "ghati": He says that he can remind such words 
which are bigotry for race of people. 
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Conclusion:  

Alienation is the major theme or recurrent theme of Mistry’s Fiction.The theme of 
‘Alienation’ is a central kind concept in post-modern Literature. So, the alienation 
has been taken the central theme of core subjects in writings of theological, 
psychological, philosophical etc. It can be a state of man’s incompatibility with 
his milieu. ‘It can be described as the polarization between man and nature and 
the disintegration of man’s dream of bliss. So, the attachment and siattachment of 
person with society can be reflected as a state of person. In this kind of term, the 
feeling of loneliness exclusion can existed through works of writers. Mistry has 
used it as a major theme in his fiction. ‘Alienation’ is also accompanies the 
behavuor in which the person is compelled to self-destructively. The individuals 
are forced to manipulate people and situations in accordance with the social 
demands, while feeling incapable of controlling their actions. 
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