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         Women’s development has, therefore been one of the major issue in India. Right 
from independence gender discrimination has been identified as one of the most 
serious issue. After independence, it was realized by the policymakers that unless 
women become the equal partners of development, the country cannot prosper. 
Realizing the importance of women welfare, the founding fathers of Indian 
constitution have made special provisions in the constitution to ensure women’s rights 
and gender equality. 

          This paper studies the role and performance of elected women representatives 
in the functioning of Grampanchayat in Sangamner Taluka, Di-Ahmednagar in 
Maharashtra, India. It finds that due to the provisions of 73rd constitutional 
Amendment act, a new set of women representatives came into Grampanchayat. 
Reservation (affirmative action) has created a space for women’s needs within the 
structural framework of politics and legitimized women issues. But the affirmative 
action inform of reservation has not been successful in ensuring “Proper and effective 
representation” of women. 
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 Introduction:-     
               This Paper Studies the role and performance of elected women representatives in the functioning of Gram 
Panchayat in Sangamner block in Maharashtra. It finds that due to the provisions of 73rd constitutional Amendment 
Act, a new set of Women representatives come into Gram Panchayat. Reservation has created a space for Women's 
needs within the structural framework of politics and legitimised Women issues.  
  In the helm of all living beings there are two separate and opposite ingredients, male and female and that 
is that the biological adjustment, the law of nature, the broad-base of all living creatures of the universe rotate around. 
Society of human being is one of the units of the whole component of that cosmology.  
  Female make up 50 percent of the entire population throughout the world. But their Participation in 
political life is very nominal. Both in local and in national spectrum women participation in Indian Polity is still 
marginally at lower level even after 64 years of India's independence. 
  Maharashtra is situated between the latitude of S 150 33 to 220 07 N and approximately from longitude W 
720 21 to 810 20 E Spread over an area of about 308,000 square km, Maharashtra is the third largest state in India. The 
population of the state is recorded 11, 23, 72,972 in 2011 Census. In terms of population Maharashtra is the second 
largest state in the country with about 9.29 percent. Male populace coring 5,83,61,397 and female population consist 
of 5,40,11 ,575 The Sex ratio shows against per 1000 male there are 946 female. (Census Report: 2011)  
  Women's involvement in decision-making process will show the way to the progress of standards of 
public life. Occurrence of rape, molestation, dowry killing female infanticide and domestic violence against women 
are increasing in alarming proportions due to the low standard of women in society. By politically empowering 
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women, this can surely be evaded. Awareness campaign should be created in support of women empowerment. Mass 
Media, NG0, s political parties, self-help Group's Mahila Mandals have an important responsibility to create 
awareness about the importance of political empowerment of women. The 21st century in particular promoted the 
cause of gender justice by internationalising struggles for equality by women and other oppressed people. The 
question of political participation of women in India in a dynamic manner deserves attention. 
  The question of Women's representation in politics in all over the world began to assume importance 
since 1975 when United Nations declared the decade as the "Women Development Decade" and adopted some 
resolution for Women's empowerment. The National conference 1985 called on the participating nations to take steps 
for ensuing women participation in politics through reservation of 35 per cent seats in election. 
Objectives:- 
  i) To assess the performance and level of participation of elected women representatives in the 
functioning of Panchayat; 
  ii) To identify the factors affecting the performance of women representatatives in the village decision 
making process; 
  iii) To suggest measures for making the process of participation of women real and effective in the 
Panchayat raj bodies. 
  iv)   To find out the political interest in Mahila Sarpanches; &  
  v)  To find out the various Decision making style in Mahila Sarpanches. 
Materials and Methods:- 
   The 73rd constitutional Amendment Act, 1993 opened a new chapter in the history of democratic 
decentralisation in India by devolving power to the people and given opportunities to women folk to express their 
voice in the decision making process. But how far have the constitutional provisions been translated into reality? In 
order to assess the effectiveness of political empowerment and level of Political participation of rural women, the 
present micro study was carried out at Sangamner block of Ahmednagar District of Maharashtra. The study is based 
was collected by using well prepared interview schedule and survey and the secondary data was obtained from 
various published and unpublished records, books and journals. 
Sangamner Block, Ahmednagar District Maharashtra (2011) 
Total 
Villages

Total Gram 
Panchayats 

Total Mahila Sarpanches 
Total Mahila Ward 
Members 

Total MahilaVice-
Sarpanches 

171 141 
55 

455 21 For Reservation For Open 
30 25 

 
  After careful examination in was decided to follow stages sampling out of the 141 Gram Panchayats in 
Sangamner Block. Out of 141 Gram Panchayats in Sangamner Block total 38 Gram Panchayats were selected for 
survey. At the first stage 16 village visited, at the second stage or sampling 12 villages were selected at the third stage 
10 villages were selected for the present study. 15 Mahila Sarpanches, 06 Mahila vice-Sarpanches, and123 Mahila 
ward members have been interviewed and their response regarding their participation and performance in grass root 
bodies are found both positive and negatives. Random Sampling Method was used for the selection of villages having 
Mahila Sarpaches respondents. The data for the research paper has been collected through interview discussion and 
observation. The researcher also participated in the Gram Panchayats meeting and observed it. 
Result:- 
  On the positive side it has been noticed that due to reservation of seats many women were elected to local 
bodies. Reservation has created a space for women’s needs within the structural framework of politics and legitimised 
women’s issue. The women to feel happy and energetic being placed at the mainstream of the society and given 
opportunity to share power with men. Reservation has also led to the recognition of the identity of women and their 
presence in the public life. This is a remarkable change from the earlier perception. It is also noticed that there is an 
upsurge of women’s power at the grass root bodies. Women have started asserting themselves leading to a new kind 
of social revolution in the society. Some of the women representatives are slowly and steadily gaining confidence and 
trying to perceive their roles by familiarising themselves with Panchayats rules and regulation. 
  Reservation has created an opportunity to take forwards this feminist discourse and attain in order to 
elaborate the qualities and benefits of feminist leadership in local governance. If they are to seize this opportunity and 
not only take power but also transform the values and priorities of India’s political and cultural space. Women must 
raise their own consciousness of the quality and content of feminist leadership. 
  The important aspect of the study that the women who reluctantly entered in to polities showed great 
maturity in outlook enthusiasm increasing political consciousness and increasing perception of their role & 
responsibility. 
  During the field visits it was observed that most of women leaders who were interviewed did not hold 
format position of power. In same places it was seen that women associate with the informant structures were more 
capable in voicing women concerns that of Pradhans of the ward-members. 
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  Empowering women by their active participation in local self government has to an extent helped in 
developing a move genuine voice of women. 
  Bringing these women into politics was an act of positive discrimination. It was the pressure of low 
combined with the Political imperative of winning elections that changed political parties’ perception of Women’s 
limited capacity for public office. But crucially reservation has helped to change Women’s perception of themselves 
Women have gained a sense of empowerment by asserting control over resources officials and most of all by 
challenging men. Reservation has also given many women a greater understanding of the working of Politics in 
Particular the importance of Political parties. Reservation in Maharashtra offers an opportunity to Women to change 
the face of Political leadership. But we still have to ensure that these are spaces where women can go to negotiates for 
Power. 
  The impact of reserving one third of seats for Women in the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIS) has been 
fruitful and has empowered women both politically and socially. Through reservation opportunity to women to 
change the face of Political leadership. 

Reservations have made a lasting impact on the lives of the Women particularly in the rural areas of 
Maharashtra. Their quality of life has improved a lot. They could develop their skills and abilities in various 
productive an activities, increased self reliance and self confidence have improved the ability of Women to mobilize 
various public services for benefit. They have become bold and can speak freely in front of a big crowd. They can 
carry our any type of official work without any fear. The social horizons of the members have also widened. They 
have made friend and feel that now they are more popular and socially active. The illiterate and semi-literate Women 
have got a sense of satisfaction and wish fulfilment. Now they have become important members of the family. They 
got high self esteem which enhances their capacity to work. 

 Thus the paper emphasizes that the Women Politics Participation through reservation is effective 
instrument of women empowerment. Political participation have also created better understanding between the 
members of the different religious groups as the members of Panchayat Raj Institutions belong to different 
religions. This is welcome change to have understanding and tolerance towards the members of their religious 
particularly in a country like India where there is diversity of religious and castes. 
 On the negative side, the constitutional provisions have not been materialised into reality. On the other 
hand it has been notice that the elected Women representatives are treated ‘as puppet’ in the local bodies. The 
majorities of them stay silent audience to the events of the Gram Panchayat meetings and seldom take part in the 
deliberations. They hardly say their own view relating to identifying beneficiaries, assigning contracts, locating 
development projects, budget preparation, planning etc. Just sitting and listening the meeting have been their style 
of involvement. The reasons that distressing the route of women empowerment and participation are identified as 
lack of awareness, experience, knowledge, skill, leadership quality, low level of education, lack of exposure, 
influence of family, caste, social outlook, patriarch etc. Illiteracy has become a major obstacle in the path of 
playing active role in the functioning of local bodies. 
 Husbands and family members do not want their women representatives to interact with government 
officials and other in matter of taking decisions. The caste factor is one more check in route of Women 
participation. Higher caste people like the Brahmins and khyatriya are hesitant to honour the low caste elected 
women representative and to obey decisions taken by a low caste leader. In this way, they are confronting 
innumerable complicatedness, nuisance and disgrace at the hands of traditional power holders. (High caste 
groups) 

It is observed that many factors are affecting the process of participation and level of performance of 
women in the grass roots bodies. These factors may be categorised as of two types.  
i) Internal factor, & ii) External factor. The internal factors which offering the process of women empowerment 
and participation are identified as: lack of awareness, experience, knowledge, skill, leadership quality, low level of 
education, lack of exposure etc. It is noticed that Women representatives are not aware of their functions, duties 
and responsibilities. In fact, they do not know what role they have to play in the functioning of local government. 
Lack of education or low level of education has become a major obstacle in the path of playing active role in the 
functioning of Panchayats. The elected members are unable to understand the basic of working of Gram 
Panchayats. As a result they provide an ineffective leadership. Due to lack of exposure and experience, women 
members in several cases are dependent on their husbands in the matter of decision making. In many cases they do 
rely upon the traditional power holders. 
 The external factors which affect the process of participation and empowerment of women are: influence 
of family, caste, social outlook, patriarchy etc. The dominated Indian society does not perceive women as capable 
or worthy of leadership.  
Discussion:- 
 The participation of citizens in the Political process in any nation associated closed with the availability 
of Political rights. In India such rights are well mentioned and provided by the constitution equally to both men 
and Women. But even after 60 years of working of the constitution Women are yea of fully realise their different 
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constitutional and legal rights to enjoy social, economic or political liberty. This is one of the main reasons for 
low percentage of women involvement in active Politics. 
 Factors for astoundingly low figure for Women participation in Political process in Maharashtra in 
particular and in the nation in general are mainly for traditional socio-religious cultural ethos of the society when 
women are considered as the of the society when women are considered as the ‘Passive’, ‘home-oriented’, 
subordinate ingredients and an affair predominate related to male counterpart only. A few women who have 
entered into active Politics life had either a long political background of from families with liberal outlook or they 
are educated. 
 Social structured constrains also add to adverse affect on the life of women and preferably like to mange 
house hold chores from their childhood. In the latter period also they find it extremely unusual and difficult to 
shun the sentiment habitual and groomed with. They have to rely upon their male counterpart even for a very 
trifling matter and fail to take part in the process of decision making in the social, familial or Political matters. 
Many a time it is also seen that to cast their valuable votes in time of election their male counterparts guide them. 
Cultural application on the issue of political participation of women both in Maharashtra and in India in the 
political process on the part of the political parties is absolutely necessary in order to develop Political cultural in 
the system itself. In time of election, declaration for Political parties makes 10-20 seats exclusively for women 
candidates but till today no party could stick to their electioneering messages concerning women issues. 
 Explaining what constitutes Political empowerment 36% of them cited participation in elections and 
performing of political activities by the women. Moreover 20% each of the respondents said that political 
empowerment would comprise the following aspect: Generate Political knowledge and awareness, Solving 
women’s problems through Politics means, Reservation of seats for women in election, and Greater mobility of 
Women. 
 Politically empowering women, this can surely be evaded, awareness campaign should be media, and 
NGO, Political Parties, etc. have an important responsibility to create awareness about the importance of Political 
empowerment of women. India should work towards empowering women economically through microfinance 
programs and also encourage greater participation of women leaders in Panchayat or village councils. 
 Women leadership increase the capacity of women of all ages, backgrounds and ethnicities, to step into 
greater leadership to effect progressive environmental and social change.  
 The women’s Reservation Bill 2010, approved by the upper house of parliaments is another major step, 
basically aimed at giving more political space to the women and ensures their active participation in the 
development process. 
 Women’s role in the political process has virtually remained unchanged since independence. Broad-
based Political participation of women has been severely limited due to various traditional factors such as caste, 
religion, feudal attitude ad family status as a result; women have been left on the periphery of political life. 
Women’s Political empowerment challenges traditional ideas of male authority and supremacy. 
 Those women who have already entered Panchayat through election need to be politically educated & 
informed regarding the concepts and relevance of Panchayat Raj institutions, the functioning of state machinery, 
the Indian constitution, the nature of Indian democracy and the policies and programmes for women and other 
weaker section of the society. 
Conclusion:- 
  In the United States, we have women governors, senators, mayors, business owners, officers, 
and CEOs of corporations, University presidents, vice presidents, deans. In other courtiers there are women heads 
of state. This is quite a change! It is my view that women have always had the capacity and desire for leadership, 
but were not able to express their potential because of political, economic & societal restrictions. Now that these 
restrictions have been somewhat reduced, women are able to be leaders. 
 The woman is the real shaper of the future in the sense that she guides the younger generation. What a 
child imbibes in its earliest year is a lasting influence, and the earliest period of a person’s life is spent with the 
mother and other women of the family. Besides the maternal role, women have a very important role in society. 
The significant increase in women leaders has been facilitated by political, economic, and educational and status 
changes in our culture. women leaders express the same general leadership qualities as men, but may have 
leadership styles particularly suited to today’s needs. 
 Comprehending the significance of women welfare, the founding fathers of Indian constitution have 
made special provision in the constitution to guarantee women’s rights and gender equality. The 73rd 
constitutional Amendment Act of 1992-93 opened a new chapter in the history of democratic decentralisation in 
India by transferring power to the people and giving a chance to women folk to utter their right to be heard in the 
decision making process. Reservation has also led to the recognition of the identity of women and their presence 
in the public life. This is a significant change from the earlier perception. It is also observed that there are 
increases of women’s power at the grass root level. Women have started emphasizing themselves as a vital 
weapon for social change. In future the Implementation of women’s reservation bill that desires guaranteeing 33 
percent reservation in parliament ad state legislature will bring about a revolution in our country. 
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