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ABSTRACT

The present study investigated by the Social Coemget of 392 (198 male and 194 female)
pupils was studying at secondary level in West Bémpard of Secondary Education from

Malda District. They were selected through inciééstmpling technique. The research tool
in this study for data collection was Social Corepee Scale (SCS) developed by Sharma,
Shukla and Shukla (1992). To test the hypotheséseofiata were analysed through the t-test
statistical techniques. The result indicated thate exists a significant difference between
male and female pupils on the variable of Socialn@etence whereas the female pupils are

more socially competent than their counterpartsale pupils.

INTRODUCTION:

The success of an individual in the society depéadgely upon the extent to which he has
acquired the richness and potency of social competélesirable for his self-actualization,
growth and development. For a successful interpatsimteraction, a high order of social
competence is an essential disposition of an iddali Social competence refers to the
social, emotional, and cognitive skills and behawahat students need for successful social
adaptation. A student's social competence depepds a number of factors including the
student's social skills, social awareness, andcseifidence(Yadav and Singh, 2011)The
present study was conducted on Malda district duihé unavailability of facility in social
competent activities by the family especially fenfale students. In this case the present
study has a pragmatic value and important to oveecthe problem of social incompetent

abilities especially for female students.

Foster & Ritchey (1979) and Anderson & Messick (19%), defined social competence as
the ability to be effective in the realization afcgal goals. These social outcomes include
having friends, being popular or liked by other Idten, and engaging in effective
social interaction with peerSarason (1981discussed the dimensions of social competence
and she believed that it is essential to be sgc@mpetent, the characteristics of socially

competent persons are problem solving behaviousppetive taking, and person perception.



According toRubin & Rose-Krasnor (1992) social competence is “the ability to achieve
personal goals in social interaction while simuttamsly maintaining positive relationships

with others over time and across settings.” The metent individual is one who is able to

make use of environmental and personal resourcashieve a good developmental outcome
(Waters & Sroufe, 1983).

OBJECTIVE:

To compare the social competence among male araldgpils studying at secondary level

in Malda District of West Bengal.

HYPOTHESIS:

Hol. There is no significant difference among male arddle pupils studying at secondary

level on the variable of social competence.

METHODOLOGY:

Sample:

The present research study is carried out excllysimeMalda District of West Bengal in the
year of 2017. The respondents for the study wePepdils studying at secondary level from
West Bengal Board of secondary Education. They wafded into two groups on the basis
of their gender (male 198 and female 194). The Emgndom sampling procedure was taken

for the selection of the participants in this study

Instrument of the Study:

Social Competence Scale by Sharma, Shukla and &1892) was used for data collection
in the present study. This measuring instrumenudes 18 dimensions and 50 statements

with five alternative responses.

ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION:

In order to compare the social competence of madefamale pupils studying at secondary
level t-test was applied. The mean scores angh&ide found out and t-value was calculated.
The mean scores, §and t-values of different dimensions of sociahpetence of male and

female pupils studying at secondary level are ginethe below table.



Table-1 Showing the Mean scores, SBnd t-values of male and female pupils
studying at secondary level on the variable of SaliCompetence

Dimensions of Sociall Male Pupils N =198 | Female Pupils N =
Competence 194 Df t-value
Mean SD Mean SD
Social Sensitivity 7.65 1.59 8.02 1.62 2.27
Social Maturity 43.27 6.24 46.17 5.55 4.85
Social Skills 13.65 2.90 14.56 2.27 3.46°
Social Relations 10.01 2.15 9.93 2.32 363"
Social Commitment 3.54 1.19 3.59 1.13 446"
Social Appreciation 3.09 1.13 3.42 1.29 2.69°
Ability
Socio-Emotional 6.37 1.93 7.26 1.63 4.91
Integrity
Social Involvement 3.42 1.25 3.56 1.23 1.09"°
Social Respect- 6.63 1.93 7.46 1.85 437
Ability
Social Leadership 10.20 2.47 10.19 2.57 044"
Social Cooperation 3.35 1.21 3.86 1.06 4.43
& Compliance 390
Social Accept Ability | 3.22 1.24 3.25 1.32 274"
Social Tolerance 19.63 3.50 20.22 3.67 1.62"°
Social Competition 16.35 3.04 17.87 3.08 4.97
Social Authority 3.80 1.08 4.03 1.04 212
Adult-Resource 3.38 1.20 3.34 1.21 315"
exploitability
Social Participation 3.19 1.15 3.51 1.13 2.70°
Pro-social Attitude 7.03 1.66 7.47 1.69 2.64°
Social Competence| 167.85 20.06 177.79 20.06 4.90°
Total

wx = significant at .01 level * = significant at 05 level NS = Not Significant

The table 1 indicates that the mean scores of mmadefemale pupils on the dimension of
social sensitivity are 7.65 and 8.02, respectivEéhe t-value 2.27 is significant at 0.05 level
of confidence. So, it can be said that the femajalp have higher social sensitivity than the

male pupils.

The table 1 shows that the calculated t-value #&8%gnificant at 0.01 level of confidence

and the mean values are 43.27 and 46.17 for the amal female pupils respectively, on the



dimension of social maturity. So, it can be saidttthe female pupils are more socially
matured as compared to the male pupils.

As presented in the table 1 that the mean scoresaté and female pupils are 13.65 and
14.56, respectively. The t-value 3.46 is significah 0.01 level of confidence. Thus, the
result clearly indicates that the female pupils laeéter in social skills ability than the male
pupils.

Table 1 depicts that the mean values of male angalee pupils are 10.01 and 9.93,
respectively. However, the t-value 0.36 is not gigant at any level of confidence. Thus, the
evidence shows that the male and female pupilssemdar on the dimension of social
relations.

According to table 1 the t-value came out to betQi#tis not significant at any level of
confidence with the mean values are 3.54 and 268n&le and female pupils, respectively.
Thus, the evidence shows that the male and femadédspare similar on the dimension of
social commitment.

Table 1 shows that there is a significant diffeeebetween the mean scores of male (3.09)
and female pupils (3.42) on the dimension of soagbreciation ability as the obtained t-
value (2.69) at 0.01 level of confidence. So, it b& said that the social appreciation ability

of female pupils are better than the male pupils.
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Figure: 1. Showing the Mean scores male and femabeipils studying at secondary level
on the first six dimensions of the variable of Soal Competence

The calculated t-value 4.19 is significant at 0@del of confidence and the mean values are
6.37 and 7.26 for the male and female pupils, &spmdy, on the dimension of Socio-
Emotional Integrity. So, it can be said that thede pupils are better than the male pupils in
the case of Socio-Emotional Integrity.

It is clear from the table 1 that there exists igmificant difference between male and female

pupils on the dimension of social involvement. Thalue is calculated 1.09 and the mean



scores for male and female pupils are 3.42 and, 3¢spectively. Therefore, it can be said

that both the male and female pupils are similaocial involvement.

The table 1 depicts that there is a significanfedénce at 0.01 level of confidence between
male and female pupils on the dimension of soegpect-ability. The t-value came out to be
4.32 and the mean values are 6.63 and 7.46 for @made female pupils, respectively.
Therefore, the female pupils are having more soegpect-ability than the male pupils.

The table 1 shows that there is no significantedéhce even at 0.05 level of confidence
between male and female pupils on the dimensiadheftocial leadership. The calculated t-
value is 0.044 and the mean values are 10.20 anid 1for male and female pupils,
respectively. So, it can be said that both the raal@ female pupils nearly same in social
leadership quality.

The table 1 indicates that the mean values of raatk female pupils are 3.35 and 3.86,
respectively, which shows the significant differenoetween two groups at 0.01 level of
confidence and the t-value is 4.43 on the dimensiosocial cooperation and compliance.
Therefore, it reveals that the female pupils ariéeben social cooperation and compliance
than their male counterparts.

Table values of pupils of male and female pupilghendimension of social accept ability are
3.22 and 3.25, respectively. It reveals that thaltte 1.32 is not significant at any level of

confidence and both the groups (male and femade$iarilar in their social accept ability.
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Figure: 2. Showing the Mean scores male and femagbeipils studying at secondary level
on the another six dimensions of the variable of $@al Competence

The table 1 depicts that the t-value came out td.B€ is not significant at any level of
confidence and the mean values 19.63 and 20.2adte and female pupils, respectively, on
the dimension of social tolerance. However, it b@nsaid that both the groups are nearly

same in their social tolerance.



Table 1 depicts that the mean values of male antalée pupils are 16.35 and 17.87,
respectively, on the dimension of social competitidowever, the t-value 4.92 is significant
at 0.01 level of confidence. Thus, the female pugie more able to attend social competition
than their counterparts of male pupils.

Table 1 shows that there is a significant diffeeeat 0.05 level of confidence between the
mean scores of male (3.80) and female (4.03) popilthe dimension of social authority and
the t-value is 2.12. It reveals that the femaleilsigre more able in their social authority than
their counterparts of male pupils.

Table 1 shows that the male and female pupils an dimension of adult-resource
exploitability as the obtained t-value (0.31) ig sgnificant even at 0.05 level of confidence
and their mean values are 3.38 and 3.34, respBctlveeveals that both the groups of pupils

are nearly same in their adult-resource exploitgbil

The table 1 indicates the mean scores of male emalé pupils on the dimension of social
participation are 3.19 and 3.51, respectively. Thalue 2.70 is significant at 0.01 level of
confidence. So, it can be said that the femalelpwgse better than the male pupils on the

dimension of social participation.

Table 1 depicts that the mean values as showreitathle of male and female pupils are 7.03
and 7.47, respectively. However, the t-value 2%dignificant at 0.01 level of confidence on
the dimension of pro-social attitude. Thus, the derpupils are more capable in pro-social

attitude than the male pupils.
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Figure: 3. Showing the Mean scores male and femgbeipils studying at secondary level
on the last six dimensions of the variable of Sodi€ompetence

Thus, the table 1 indicates that there exists mifgignt difference between male and female
pupils on the variable Social Competence. The nbtht-value 4.90 is found significant at
0.01 level of confidence. As shown in figure 4 thean value of male pupils 167.85 is lower

than the mean value of female pupils 177.79 ovénable of social competence.
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Figure: 4. Mean scores of male and female pupilsxdhe variable of social
competence

RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

So, it can be said very safely that the female lpugse more socially competent as compared
to their counterparts of male pupils. The probaiel@son for females being more socially
competent than the males in the present reseaudly & in our society females have good
skills of nurturing and in making relationshipsgeyhare sensitive also and act as more
matured adults earlier than males. This resultbmasupported by the study Gfeen (2009)

and Singh, Pant & Valentina (2013)which reveal that females are more likely socially
competent than males. Thus the sixth sub hypotldédisst hypothesis, i.e.,  (f) “There

will be no significant difference in social compete among male and female pupils at

secondary levelis rejected.

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS:

1. In the present study, social relationship is ondghef most important factor which
affect the social competence of pupils studyingemondary level. Therefore, teacher
should encourage to other children from all backgtbto make social relationship
within peer group like, friendship, sports partneeer mates. They should be
encouraged in participating different types of atiés like drama, cultural dance,

cultural song etc.

2. Social respect ability is better in those childvéimose parents are educated and also
others family member, living in the main streantlod society and high literacy rate.
In the backward group special agencies are neeslémlenhance the living standards.

Thus, the pupils will develop social respect apidihd can reach their goals of life.



SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH:

1. Further study is desirable on other psychologicatiables such as adjustment,
motivational patterns, students-teachers relatiprasid personality profiles etc.

2. A detailed study may be conducted to study thecefféthese variables on academic
achievement on tribal students.

3. A study related to the low academic achievementribfl students may also be
undertaken.
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