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We are the citizen of a developing country for achieving our aim and objectives we are 
facing numbers of challenge regarding health, unemployment, population, corruption, 
education etc. Education is the one of the big challenge and in education inclusive 
education is the very –very impotent challenge. For the effective implementation of 
inclusive education the government started numbers of scheme and project to fulfill the 
requirement of children with special needs at primary, secondary and senior   secondary 
level. In this paper we will discuss about the “Kalam Express school-on-wheel” a mobile 
school van which was started by the Jind administration in Haryana and Chandigarh 
administration in Chandigarh (UT) for effective implementation of the inclusive 
education specially for educating the children with special needs in government school 
and under home based education at their home.   

KEYWORDS: Inclusive Education, Developing, Implementation, Kalam Express etc. 

Introduction 

In the present era every human being knows the value of education, it does not 
matter that which part of society he or she belong. The term education is very common in 
the present situation. In the wider sense education is not limited to a fixed area it is so 
much broad far from imagination. Education is a creative thinking which is totally 
responsible for the revolution in the society. It is not only a tool for individual growth or 
a community growth but also an investment for the better and all round development of a 
nation. Education has an immense impact on the human society. Education gives 
knowledge and information about the society, nation and world. For the all round 
development of a nation the development of every section of society is very important 
Education open doors for all round development of anybody including women, backward 
group, minorities section and person with special needs. We can say that on the basis of 
scientific views everyone is unique and every individual has some specific capacities and 
capabilities. We have just need to furnish these qualities with help of education and 
decide their role and responsibilities in the development of nation. School is a place 
where we provide different types of opportunity to students in the form of education 
without any discrimination on their abilities and disabilities. Different types of approach 
used by different country in the whole world for providing the education to different 
types of student in every corner of society i.e.  Schools, Open school, Distance school, 
Night school and School on Wheel.  In 1993, Schools on Wheels Inc. was founded by 
Agnes Stevens, a former school teacher. Her work began with tutoring homeless children 
in Santa Monica Park as a response to a rising homeless population. Presently, the 
organization provides tutoring for homeless students in Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Bernardino, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. The School on Wheels brings education 
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to children who do not go to regular school. These children may be forced to work 
because of poverty, or there may be no nearby government school, or they and their 
parents may not understand the value of education. The School on Wheels reaches out to 
them by bringing a school to where they live. It provides informal schooling on sidewalks 
and in spare corners of slums. Even though the ‘centers’ usually consist of no more than a 
rug laid on the ground and a blackboard propped against a wall, they represent all the 
education some children will ever get.    

Two teachers travel together in a bus to three centers a day. They visit the same three 
centers every day, six days a week, and teach English, Math’s and Hindi at each for 2-3 
hours. After class they distribute a nutritious meal and, at least once a week, the 
Ambulance comes to check on the children and dispense medicine and treatment. Daily 
the Shower Bus also visits each centre and provides the children with a shower and 
cleansing products. 

There is currently one School on Wheels bus and the program reaches about 400 children 
every day. However a second bus is also ready to cover western part of Jaipur city. 

Unlike many government schools, the School on Wheels centres are fun and child-
friendly. The teachers are diligent and loving and successfully manage to inspire large 
groups of children of all ages to attend. To begin with the challenge is to motivate the 
children to sit peacefully during the class, but soon they are keen to learn and make great 
progress. 

In addition to learning to read, write and calculate, the children are taught social behavior 
and about the world and possibilities beyond their neighborhood. The health of the 
children improves as they learn personal hygiene, get vaccines and have the courage to 
go to hospitals. They also learn of the dangers of tobacco and drugs, and are made aware 
of sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. Local communities appreciate the 
project and, on seeing the results, are invariably eager for it to continue. 

The first bus is funded by foreign individuals and by the Netherland based organization 
Children of Tomorrow. Second bus is supported by people of Singapore, Germany and 
The Netherlands. To spread awareness regarding education among the nomadic and tribal 
children, a NGO has come up with a mobile library-cum-school called 'schools on 
wheels' (SOW).Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje launched 'school on wheels' 
which is also consists of a library unit. SOW has been set up by an NGO; Tabar Society 
The van that attempts to educate nomadic and tribal children will be on the move and 
cover various districts of Jaipur, including villages of Luniwas and Goner area. Short 
audio and video stories using a projector will be shown as a part of the program to 
children, especially from 'Gardiya Lohar' and 'Ghumantu' community. 

In India there are approximate 70 million person with disabilities which is 6 
percentage of total population which is a very large team of human resources can become 
a millstone in progress of our country with the help of proper education and 
training.From the past many decades Government of India making policies, project, 
scheme and strategies for their Education, Growth and Development. Presently the 
concept of inclusive education is going on for the better provision of education of 
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children with special needs. Times to time different types of   programmes are initiated 
by government of India for the effective implementation of inclusive education. In the 
same line to strengthen the inclusive education in jind district of Haryana a mobile van 
named Kalam Express is started by jind administration for children with special needs. 

Kalam Express 

For providing the effective teaching learning environment to children with special 
needs in schools and under Home Based Education level in guidance of Shri Ajit Balaji 
joshi (IAS) started a mobile van named Kalam Express the School on wheels a reality in 
context of inclusive education with collective collaboration of Serve Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA), the district red cross society and health department. It is first school on wheels for 
children with special needs in Jind district of Haryana. It is named after late Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam former President of India whose name is synonymous with efforts towards 
development and improvement in standards of working in all spheres of social life. Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam gave too much stress on the education of everybody. He always says 
that the purpose of education is to make good human being with skill and expertise 
enlightened human being can be created by teacher. Dr APJ Abdul Kalam always talked 
about the teacher and education. He thought the development of nation is depends on 
good education system.  The famous quote by him is  

“Teaching is a noble profession that shapes the character, caliber and future of an 
individual. If the people remember me as a good teacher that will be the biggest honor for 
me” 

 (Dr APJ Abdul Kalam) 
There is no doubt he was a great teacher and as a teacher he prove practically the famous 
proverb that “Teachers are pillar of a nation” he was great personality who know the 
power of education and role in development of an individual as well as the nation. 

Recently Shri Ajit Balaji joshi (IAS) started  KALAM EXPRESS  in Chandigarh also to 
educate children living in slums is a tedious task, but to educate children with special 
needs in slums is probably the most difficult task, but not impossible! With this belief, 
Chandigarh administration has started this  mobile school called KALAM EXPRESS; 
where quality education will be imparted on the doorstep, that too free of cost, which was 
launched by Punjab and  Haryana Governor-cum-UT Administrator Kaptan Singh 
Solanki. Here, the KLAM EXPRESS covered 193 children with special needs under 
home based education.  

We will heartily appreciate the idea of Shri Ajit Balaji joshi (IAS) presently DC 
Chandigarh (UT) and Smt. Gauri Prasher Joshi (IAS) presently Director Haryana 
Tourism Chandigarh  who follow and applied the thinking of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam and 
makes the dream comes true for the education of children with special needs by starting 
the Kalam Express. 

Inclusive Education 

Inclusive education is a system of education in which all the students including children 
with special needs and children without special needs will achieve their educational 
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objective in the same setting their nearby school. Inclusive education is a process of 
eliminating exclusion on the basis of social, economic and cultural background of the 
child in school and other center of learning. It is an indispensable tool to achieve social 
equity (UNESCO 2009). 

Children with Special Needs 

Among all the creatures of the God, human being has got the top most position. 
But there are individual differences among human beings. They are average, bright, dull, 
retarded blind, deaf, crippled, delinquent, emotionally disturbed or otherwise limited or 
deviant in their capabilities or we can call them children with special needs, so special 
need is an inclusive term that refer to any child whose performance deviates from norm, 
either below or above to such an extent that special education or programming is 
indicated, so children with special need can be broadly classified in two categories, that is 
one below average standard or behavior and other category of CNS have high and above 
average standard of behaviour. 
 
 Samuel Kirk was of the opinion that a special need child one who deviates from 
the average or normal in mental, physical or social characteristics to such an extent that 
he requires a modification of school practices or special education services in order to 
develop his maximum capacity.” 
All Children with special needs have been classified into following main categories, for 
practical purposes in the field of education.  

• Physically Challenged 
• Mentally Challenged 
• Learning Challenged  
• Emotionally Challenged  
• Socially Challenged  
• Speech Impaired 
• Visually Impaired 
• Hearing Impaired   
• Autism Spectrum 
• Cerebral palsy 

Objectives of Kalam Express 

• Its objective is to take education and health to every child with special needs so 
that the large objective of education and good health for all is met. There were 
1635 children with special needs in jind district of Haryana who were able to 
going to school and 92 children with special needs, who required home based 
education. 

• 193 children with special needs, who required home based education in 
Chandigarh (UT) 
 

• Education of children with special needs is the main objectives of the kalam 
express with help of expert team of special educators and effective teaching 
learning materials. 



International Educational E-Journal, {Quarterly}, ISSN 2277-2456, Volume-V, Issue-IV, Oct-Nov-Dec 2016 

 

 
http://oiirj.org/oiirj/ejournal/                                    ISSN 2277-2456 

 

Page 23 

• Health of the children with special needs. 
• Motivate the parents of children with special needs regarding their health and 

education. 
• Awareness among the parent and community member of society regarding the 

education and health of children with special needs 
• Help in mainstreaming the children with special needs under home based 

education. 
• Help in protection of right of children with special needs. 
• Help of every children with special needs providing every possible condition 

which is necessary for their all round development. 

Component of Kalam Express 

• Two or Three special teachers according to the needs of children with special 
needs. 

• Two physiotherapists. 
• One child protection officer for the proper guidance and counseling.  
• TLM according to the needs of children with special needs. 
• Assistive device according to needs of different children with special needs. 
• Projector with audio visual teaching for effective learning. 
• Help books , large print book, Braille book and other motivational book for 

children with special need also for general teachers 

Views of Parents and Community Members Regarding Kalam Express 

• Beneficial for education of children with special needs 
• Good step taken by administration for making teaching learning environment 

more effective 
• Helpful for the all round development of children with special needs 
• Provision of physiotherapists is so much effective for children with special needs 

under home based education 
• Helpful in creating interest among children with special needs. 
• Helpful in providing the equal opportunity for both children with special needs 

and children without special needs. 
• Helpful in change the attitude of parents and community member regarding the 

education of children with special needs 

Views of General Teachers Regarding Kalam Express 

• Practical implementation of child centered education for children with special 
needs. 

• Beneficial for general teacher to understand the concept of inclusive education. 
• Helpful for creating interest among general teachers regarding the education of 

children with special needs. 
• Also effect on the peer group learning.  
• Provision of joyful learning.  
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• Collective learning is effective for all children including children with special 
needs and children without special needs. 

• Highly helpful in removing social, caste and attitude problem.  

Views of Special Teachers Regarding Kalam Express 

• Helpful in making visit effective 
• Result oriented 
• Helpful in mainstreaming the children with special needs under home based 

education. 
• Motivate the general teachers regarding the education of children with special 

needs 
• Helpful in all round development of children with special needs 
• Education of every child with special needs is their right and it’s the total 

responsibilities of government administration. 
• Kalam Express is effective tool for the implementation of inclusive education. 

Drawback of Kalam Express 

• Neglect the objectives of inclusive education 
• Negative effect on the discipline of school 
• Rout chart of kalam express is not satisfactory 
• Make the children with special needs lazy 
• Some time support the Special Education 

Suggestions for Kalam Express 

There is no doubt that it is a very good concept but by taking some remedial measure 
we can make Kalam Express more beneficial for children with special needs or children 
without special needs. 

• Rotation of Kalam express should be more as much possible according to the 
needs of children with special needs specially under home based education 

• Work as a school van and collect all the children with special needs at resource 
room for effective result 

• Must provide a Kalam Express at every cluster  
• Must follow the rule and regulation of inclusive education 
• Do not provide the school at home but provide the classroom at the home for 

children with special needs under home based education 
• Kalam Express is an effective tool regarding inclusive education we must use it 

effectively by following an effective rout chart  

Conclusion  

In India there is lot of diversities in terms of culture, religion, caste, society, disability etc. 
for making these diversities the strength of the nation we need to adopt an inclusive 
system in every aspect of society. In the same chain our government has been adopted an 
inclusive education system in our schools for all round development of all, because 
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school is the miniature form of society. Kalam Express may be a millstone in 
achievement of national integration objectives. In the effective implementation of 
inclusive education kalam express can play important role, we just need effective 
implementation of above mention recommendations regarding the Kalam express. Kalam 
express helps to identify 29 more students with special needs in District Jind, Haryana. It 
was started with above objectives but due to some technical and financial problem the 
second round of Kalam Express is up held. I request to Government of Haryana to kindly 
restart the “Kalam Express”or similar other program for fulfilling the needs of Children 
with special needsIn the second round due to the Kalam Express 27 more children with 
special needs are identified. It is a good effort by administration for the education of 
children with special needs but after the second round “The Kalam Express” was stopped 
in jind  due to some technical and financial problem. As a special educator I really feel 
the absence of Kalam Express I request to government please start the Kalam Express as 
soon as possible in jind for education of children with special needs otherwise launch a 
project related to Kalam Express and fellow the motto of inclusive education. 

”Accept difference…… celebrate diversity”   
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