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Education is the key to uniting nations, bringing human beings closely together. In 

many parts of the world, civil society suffers because of situations of violent conflicts 

and war. It is important to recognize the crucial role of education in contributing to 

building a culture of peace and condemning instance in which education is 

undermined in order to attack democracy and tolerance. 

Peace education in UNICEF refers to the process of promoting the knowledge, 

skills, attitudes and values needed to bring about behaviour changes that will enable 

children, youth and adults to prevent conflict and violence, both overt and structural; 

to resolve conflict peacefully; and to create the conditions conducive to peace, 

whether at an intrapersonal, interpersonal, intergroup,  national or international level. 

Most of the countries started the peace education program and given the guidelines. 

But there is no uniformity. India is only fighting against violence and social hierarchy 

system of the country. In India there is no proper educational plan for peace and there 

is no proper channel to create awareness on it. Like the country Peru started 

nationwide civic movement called “So It Dosen’t Happen Again”. This type of 

movement can create awareness in our country. We can do “Nukkad Natak”, 

forming a TV program like “Satyamev Jayte” and other programs. 

KEYWORDS- Peace education, Conflict resolution training, Democracy education, 

Human rights education, Worldview transformation                                                            
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Introduction  

 

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the edifice of 

peace must be constructed.” 

                                                                                                                - UNESCO 

The United Nations designated the year 2000 as the International Year for the Culture 

of Peace, marking the beginning of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace 

and Non-violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010). The objective was to 

focus on the plight of millions of children in conflict-prone regions of the world and 

increase global awareness of issues pertaining to non-violence and peace to alleviate 

that plight. Education plays a key role in promoting a sound understanding and 

appreciation for non-violence among children in all communities.  

What is Peace Education 

Peace education is an essential component of quality basic education that promotes 

the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values needed to bring behavior changes that 

enable children, youth, and adults to prevent overt and structural conflict and 

Abstract 
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violence; to resolve conflict peacefully; and to create the conditions conducive to 

peace at intrapersonal, interpersonal, intergroup, national, or international levels 

(Fountain, 1999). 

According to Wikipedia, Peace Education is the process of acquiring the values, the 

knowledge and developing the attitudes, skills and behaviours to live in harmony with 

oneself, with others and with the natural environment. 

Peace education includes the following training: 

1. Conflict resolution training 

2. Democracy education 

3. Human rights education 

4. Worldview transformation 

1- Conflict resolution training: peace education programs centered on conflict 

resolution typically focus on the social – behavioural symptoms of conflict, 

training individuals to resolve inter personal disputes through techniques of 

negotiation and mediation. Learning to manage anger , fight fair and improve 

communication through skills such as 

� Listening 

� Turn-taking 

� Identifying needs 

� Separating facts from emotions 

     Constitute the main elements of these programs. 

2- Democracy education: Democracy education constitutes political processes 

associated with conflict, and postulates that with an increase in democratic 

participation the likelihood of societies resolving conflict through violence 

and war decreases. 

3- Human rights education: It centered on raising awareness of human rights 

typically focus at the level of policies that humanity ought to adopt in order to 

move closer to a peaceful global community. 

Human Rights Education is a lifelong process of teaching and learning that 

helps individuals develop the knowledge, skills, and values to fully exercise 

and protect the human rights of themselves and others; to fulfill their 

responsibilities in the context of internationally agreed upon human rights 

principles; and to achieve justice and peace in our world. 

4- Worldview transformation: It is the new approach in Peace education which 

comes from psychology. It recognizes the developmental nature of human 

psychosocial dispositions. Essentially, while conflict promoting attitudes and 

behaviours are characteristic of earlier phases of human development, unity 

promoting attitudes and behaviours emerge in later phases of healthy 

development.(H.B. Danesh) 
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Peace education programs 

Peace education has developed as an autonomous field with the goal of helping 

people think and connect across differences in culture, nationality, religious beliefs, 

political perspectives, and disciplines of knowledge. Multiple academic and training 

programs as well as advocacy initiatives have been launched in recent times by 

various organizations. It is expected that peace education goals can be met through 

modified patterns of communications and relationships that would help level 

distinctions based on identities and class. In regions where advanced technological 

media of communication is readily available, the Internet has a significant influence 

on promoting the principles of peace and non-violence. In places without such access, 

there is a need to develop supportive and contextual outreach programs using 

alternative resources. 

Despite movements led by peace organizations and activists worldwide, and despite 

the rapid development of a body of literature in the field of peace education, a large 

section of the world's children continues to remain exposed to violent atrocities, pain, 

and devastation. Global experiences indicate the insufficiency of international 

interventions in resolving conflicts indefinitely in various parts of the world. Wessells 

(2012) recommends a systemic approach to making peace education programs 

contextually appropriate through: 

� A multidisciplinary analysis of a particular situation and the root causes of 

violence in that context. 

� A multi-level approach to connect efforts that promote social justice initiated 

in schools with efforts supported by the greater society. 

� A youth-centered approach supporting the agency and resilience of young 

people. 

Objectives of the study 

1. To study the differences in Peace education programs of different countries. 

2. To compare the Peace education programs in India with other countries. 

Research design 

The study is an exploratory study. The information used to complete this study is 

varied to determine the rational for the study; a literature review gained the sufficient 

theoretical material to ground the basis of the study.   

Review of Literature 

 

Leading Agencies promoting Peace Education 

There are two main leading agencies to promote commitment to principles of peace 

and social justice through education: 

1-United Nations of Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

2-United Nation International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

In addition, the International Institute on Peace Education (IIPE) and the Global 

Campaign for Peace Education (GCPE), the International Institute for Global 
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Leadership (IIGL) and individual country governments and local civil society 

organizations, often with official and nongovernmental assistance, are undertaking 

other education-related activities to build a culture of peace. 

 

1-UNESCO 

We find ourselves in the middle of the Decade for Human Rights Education 

proclaimed by the United Nations in 1995 in order to steer our attention towards the 

necessity to start implementing human rights at the school and even pre-school level, 

in the classroom, among teachers and students but also at home and in the community. 

In this respect, UNESCO is one of the leading agencies in the implementation of the 

Decade and the Croatian Commission for UNESCO is especially proud to be able to 

join the efforts of the international community in developing teaching and learning 

approaches in human rights education (HRE). 

In 1993 UNESCO established an interdisciplinary project entitled “Towards a Culture 

of Peace” with the aim to strengthen the message of solidarity, understanding, human 

rights, democracy, equality and other foundations that contribute to creating a culture 

of peace all over the globe. The project activities are focused on three fields:  

� education and training, 

� research and information,  

� Capacity-building and support. 

The transition from the culture of war to a culture of peace was taken up as a priority 

by the General Conference of UNESCO at its 28th session in 1995. Having 

considered the initial experiences of the Culture of Peace Programme which it had 

established in 1993, the General Conference declared that this transition was the 

greatest challenge facing the world at the end of the twentieth century and dedicated 

UNESCO's Medium-Term Strategy for 1996-2001 to its promotion2. This was seen 

as the contemporary expression of the Constitutional mandate of UNESCO which 

declares that peace requires more than political and economic arrangements of 

governments; peace must be founded upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of 

humankind3. 

In December 1995, the United Nations General Assembly placed a culture of peace on 

its agenda for the first time by adopting resolution 50/173, welcoming with 

appreciation the resolution concerning a culture of peace recently adopted by the 

UNESCO General Conference. It requested the Secretary-General, in consultation 

with the Director-General of UNESCO, to report to its fifty-first session regarding 

progress of educational activities in the framework of the interdisciplinary project 

entitled “Towards a culture of peace”. Further, having received and welcomed the 

said report, the fifty-first session of the General Assembly in resolution 51/101 

requested the Secretary-General, in co-ordination with the Director- General of 

UNESCO, to report to its fifty-second session on the progress of educational activities 

within the framework of the transdisciplinary project entitled “Towards a culture of 

peace”, including the preparation of elements for a draft provisional declaration and 

programme of action on a culture of peace. 

The UNESCO transdisciplinary project “Towards a culture of peace” was revised and 

strengthened by the General Conference at its 29th session in October 1997. 

 

Towards the future: Proposals for a programme of action from the United Nations 

and other international organizations 

The outline of proposals follows the basic principles of a culture of peace described in 

resolution 52/13. In addition, bearing in mind that the actions to promote international 
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peace and security which are conceived in the Charter and developed in the practice 

of the United Nations are complementary to actions for a culture of peace, their co-

ordination is considered in a separate section. Finally, consideration is given to 

proposals for the International Year for the Culture of Peace, 2000, during which time 

the programme of action may be launched. 

(i) Actions to promote respect for human rights 

(ii) Actions to develop education, training and research for peace and non-

violence 

(iii) Actions to implement sustainable human development for all 

(iv) Actions to foster democratic participation 

(v) Actions to ensure equality between women and men 

(vi) Actions to support participatory communication and the free flow and 

sharing of information and knowledge 

(vii) Actions to advance understanding, tolerance and solidarity among all 

peoples and cultures 

(viii) Co-ordination with actions for international peace and security 

(ix) The International Year for the Culture of Peace 

 

2-UNICEF 

Peace education programmes have been developed in a number of UNICEF 

country offices and National Committees for UNICEF over the past decade. Ideas 

are continually evolving about how to use the full range of children’s educational 

experiences to promote commitment to principles of peace and social justice. 

Peace education is an integral part of the UNICEF vision of quality basic 

education. The 1990 World Declaration on Education for All (the Jomtien 

Declaration) clearly states that basic learning needs comprise not only essential 

tools such as literacy and numeracy, but also the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 

values required to live and work in dignity and to participate in development. It 

further states that the satisfaction of those needs implies a responsibility to 

promote social justice, acceptance of differences, and peace (Inter-Agency 

Commission, WCEFA, 1990). 

According to UNICEF The process of changing behaviour proceeds through a 

sequence of stages (adapted from Fishbein, 1992; and HealthCom, 1995) in which 

an individual: 

1. Becomes aware of the issue (peace and conflict); 

2. Becomes concerned about the issue; 

3. Acquires knowledge and skills pertaining to the issue; 

4. Becomes motivated, based on new attitudes and values; 

5. Intends to act; 

6. Tries out a new behaviour (for example, peaceful conflict resolution); 

7. Evaluates the trial; and 

8. Practices the recommended behaviour. 

 

International Institute on Peace Education (IIPE) 

The IIPE was founded in 1982 by Dr. Betty Reardon and faculty colleagues at 

Teachers College Columbia University and has been held annually in different parts 

of the world. For 30 years the IIPE has been providing unique short-term, residential, 

cooperative learning experiences in peace education. The IIPE is not a conference but 

rather a “learning community” in which the organizers and participants work together 
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to nurture an inclusive, highly interactive learning environment. It is an intensive 

multicultural and cooperative learning experience in which participants learn from 

and with each other about substantive peace issues and interactive teaching 

approaches. The IIPE is also an opportunity for networking and community building 

among those who educate and work for a culture of peace in the host region and 

around the world. 

The International Institute for Global Leadership (IIGL) 

The International Institute For Global Leadership (IIGL) is a tuition-free, internet-

based education program which provides a curriculum in consciousness designed to 

prepare students to become personally empowered, consciously aware, high-integrity 

and heart-centered leaders in their communities and the world. The study program is 

open to participants of any age and from anywhere in the world. 

Many of the youth participating in the IIGL educational program are carrying out 

projects to promote a culture of peace in their countries. Here is an example drawn 

from IIGL's annual report from 2007: 

William Diedhiou Sekou and his co-workers at the YMCA organized a set of 

activities during the International Day of the Youth in June 2007 at the YMCA in 

Dakar. Around 500 people attended (parents, students, guests, and media). The theme 

for these activities was Fight Against Children Trafficking and Abuse. 

US AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID) 

Some of the USAID Missions responded to our request for information about peace 

building-related projects that they were supporting around the world. Here is one 

interesting response. The USAID (US Agency for International Development) 

Mission in Macedonia reported the following information about their peace 

education- related activities : 

Higher Education Linkage Project (HELP) was instrumental in the creation of the 

first multi-ethnic, multi-lingual university in the Balkan region – South East European 

University (SEEU). SEEU was developed through the efforts of the international 

community to offer higher education to the Albanian-speaking minority, 

Macedonians, and other ethnic groups. The university has grown from 600 students to 

7,500 today, and it has a mix of roughly 70 % Albanians (from Macedonia, Albania 

and Kosovo), 25 % Macedonians, and 5 % other (Roma, Serbs, etc.) 

The Roma Education Project (REP) provides educational support, mentoring, and 

scholarships to approximately 1,200 disadvantaged Roma students. The impetus is on 

equipping the students with the skills necessary to succeed in regular schools, to 

integrate into society, and to advocate for social issues. Additionally, REP trains 

teachers in “Anti- bias” and “Education for Social Justice” methodologies. The 

objective of the 5-day Anti-bias training was to help teachers recognize their own 

prejudices and to be able to deal with them in a constructive manner. Evaluations 

indicate that intensive contact between teachers (especially mentor teachers) and 

students is the most powerful tool for reducing stereotypes.  
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Activities Reported by IIPE/CIPE/GCPE in different countries 

As we are Indians so let’s begin with our country. 

India 

A talk on "Peace Education & Human Rights" was held in August 2007 in New Delhi 

at a program jointly organized by Peace Education Resource Centre, India (PERC, 

India) and the Russian Centre of Science & Culture (RCSC, New Delhi). The speaker 

of the day, Dr. Saroj Pandey, spoke of the two objectives of the Global Campaign for 

Peace Education: public and political support in spreading awareness, and 

incorporating Peace Education in the daily teaching to promote peace. She 

emphasized Conflict Resolution, which is considered very relevant because Indian 

society has adhered to a social hierarchy system—which has led to various sections of 

the society being deprived of basic human rights. She also stressed the need to 

incorporate components of peace in the curriculum at all levels of education. 

There are so many NGO working for peace. I mentioned one of them, an NGO called 

‘Sakshi’ is dedicated to working with youth to end gender violence. The experience 

of Sakshi demonstrates the importance of reaching girls and boys early, preferably in 

the 8-10 year old age group. Using interactive methods, children and youth are 

encouraged to express themselves and to discuss issues of gender roles and relations, 

sexuality, gender violence and abuse. A domestic violence awareness programme 

designed specifically for boys has been initiated, with male facilitators helping to 

create a climate in which boys can discuss these issues openly. Sakshi has also 

developed training manuals for teachers, students and facilitators. 

The Philippines 

A leading state-run university in Mindanao is considering the integration of "peace 

education" in its curriculum. Dr. Grace J. Rebollos, the newly installed president of 

Western Mindanao State University (WMSU) said peace education is part of her 

agenda for making the university an instrument for promoting a "culture of peace" and 

for answering to the call of development for social uplift. If realized, it will make 

WMSU the first university to offer peace education in the region, if not in Mindanao, 

and one of the few schools across the country to do such. 

Gambia 

Mr. Baboucarr Boye, the Permanent Secretary of the Department of State for Basic 

and Secondary Education, deputizing for his Secretary of State, noted that the 

integration of human rights education in the basic school system, coupled with 

developing a national implementation strategy report, is important because it responds 

to one of the basic aims of the education policy statement for 2004- 2015. He said it 

would create awareness on the importance of peace, democracy, human rights duties 

and responsibilities of individuals in fostering these qualities.  

 

 



International Educational E-Journal, {Quarterly}, ISSN 2277-2456, Volume-IV, Issue-IV, Oct-Nov-Dec 2015 

 

 
http://oiirj.org/oiirj/ejournal/            ISSN 2277-2456 

 

Page 194 

Spain – Basque Country 

The Basque Plan of Action for Human Rights and Peace Education (2008-2009) was 

developed by the Basque Government as an outcome of the creation in 2006 of an 

Interdepartmental Commission on Peace and Human Rights. The plan is supported by 

the belief that human rights and peace education are essential tools for strengthening 

social and ethical consciousness in the defence of the dignity of each person, of life in 

the first place, and of all Human Rights. 

Liberia 

The Ministry of Education, in partnership with the United Nations Education 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the United Nations High 

Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), held a one-day roundtable mapping exercise in 

December 2007 with stakeholders and implementing partners on strengthening peace 

education in Liberia. The exercise brought together participants from various NGOs 

to brainstorm and discuss progress of Peace, Human Rights and Citizenship education 

(PEHED) among Liberians. PEHED is designed to be taught in all schools across the 

country beginning with elementary through senior high. The program has been 

incorporated into the curriculum, and materials are being developed to ensure that it is 

ready by the beginning of the 2008/2009 academic year. Three regional resource 

centers have been established, human rights manuals have been written, and 500 have 

been printed for teachers; 10,000 copies of the Peace Education manuals have been 

printed.  

Nepal 

The Minister for Education and Sports of Nepal recently announced that the ministry 

would include peace education as a new subject in schools beginning next year. 

Colombia 

The Colombian National Education Plan 2006- 2016 is a social pact that must guide 

the horizon, the planning and the social and political mobilization around the defense 

of the right for quality education. Nearly 20,000 education agents from all over the 

country proposed their initiatives related to 10 main topics chosen by public 

consultation. The methodology of the newly-created Community- based Institute on 

Peace Education (CIPE) fits exactly with what the Colombian National Education 

Plan is seeking.  

Peru 

Since the 1990s, EDUCA, through its programming in schools in poor marginal and 

rural areas of Peru, was convinced that Peace Education had to become part of the 

curriculum and the daily ambiance of the school and classroom where, among other 

aspects, children might learn to live in a more peaceful and loving way. This was 

done by introducing conflict transformation as a new approach to dealing with 

everyday problems. 
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EDUCA is presently engaged in Peace Education Projects within the educational 

system and the school community (school principals, teachers, students, parents, 

leaders of the local communities) in the Andean areas. The Regional civil and 

educational authorities in Huancavelica have accepted Peace Education as part of the 

regional curriculum. 

During the last 4 years, ODECA has been active in the nationwide civic movement So 

It Doesn’t Happen Again, being a founding member and responsible for the 

educational component of the movement. ODECA's role has been to raise awareness 

and to introduce peace education as an important factor in the school curriculum and 

in the general environment where people learn to dialogue, debate, and respect others 

and their opinions and to reach consensus. 

The need for building a strong resistance towards human rights violations at all levels 

was recognized rather broadly after the publication of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Committee (TRC) report in 2003. More than 170 institutions and organizations of all 

types organized the civil movement So It Doesn’t Happen Again in order to promote 

awareness at all levels, and to foster the need for reparation and reconciliation after 

the suffering and devastation of the civil war. This growing movement has strong 

support on the National Education Commission, which is in charge of workshops and 

developing educational material and fostering advocacy at all levels to bring about 

positive change. 

Peace educators have had a hard time dealing with violence in schools, in families, 

and in local communities in many areas of the country where structural injustice is at 

the root of great poverty. Nevertheless, children and youth have become aware of the 

need to build a more just and peaceful society, and they are learning new and 

permanent ways of using conflict resolution in everyday life. Teachers in many 

schools are developing new peace education concepts and attitudes for teaching 

communication skills, conflict resolution, and living in solidarity. 

Conclusions  

Most of the countries started the peace education program and given the guidelines. 

Philippines considered the integration of peace education in its curriculum. Gambia 

included human rights education in the basic school system. Liberia designed a 

program PEHED (Peace, Human Rights, and citizenship education) and incorporated 

it into the curriculum. Nepal would include peace education as a new subject in 

schools. Peru, Columbia and Spain started the community based programs in 

education for peace. But there is no uniformity. 

India is only fighting against violence and social hierarchy system of the country. 

In India there is no proper educational plan for peace and there is no proper channel to 

create awareness on it. Like the country Peru started nationwide civic movement 

called “So It Dosen’t Happen Again”. This type of movement can create awareness 

in our country. We can do “Nukkad Natak”, forming a TV program like “Satyamev 

Jayte” and other programs. 

The seminars on peace education introduce the word peace education widely in the 

country at teacher’s level. But it should be a part of education as a subject in all over 

the world. Conflict resolution training and human rights education should be 

compulsory for everyone from basic to higher education. It can help to fight against 
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violence and can reduce the negative activities. It enhances the values in the society 

and creates inner peace. 

Here I am giving few suggestions for a better educational plan in India. 

Recommendations 

� To create a proper uniform educational plan for peace education. 

� To include peace education as a compulsory subject in curriculum from basic 

to higher education. 

� To add peace education in teacher training. 

� To organize awareness program through TV programs and different methods 

of awareness. 

� Conflict resolution training and human rights education should be compulsory. 
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