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The educational standards differ from rural to urban areas. Rural people are always behind in 
attaining the equal opportunities of life as compared to the urban people. The rural children 
being born and brought up in deprived rural setup are facing double deprivation in terms of 
their educational outcomes and academic achievements. There are various social, cultural, 
administrative and financial constraints responsible for that. Measuring academic 
performance of students is challenging since student performance is product of cognitive and 
non-cognitive constructs which includes socio-economic, psychological and environmental 
factors. Present paper has been based on the study conducted on rural children. Parental 
involvement of the children is studied by using parental involvement scale by Chopra and 
Sahoo (2005).The findings reveal that parental involvement has a significant positive impact 
on the academic achievement of the students. 

Introduction 
   
Academic performance is the measure of resultant output of the child both in academic 
and non-academic domains concerned with the school education. Measuring academic 
performance of students is challenging since student performance is product of cognitive 
and non-cognitive constructs which includes socio-economic, psychological and 
environmental factors.The educational standards differ from rural to urban areas. Rural 
people are always behind in attaining the equal opportunities of life as compared to the 
urban people. The rural children being born and brought up in deprived rural setup are 
facing double deprivation in terms of their educational outcomes and academic 
achievements. There are various social, cultural, administrative and financial constraints 
responsible for that. The economists are also in the view that for the educational 
development of the country, education should be improved. The past results of the 
Matriculation Board Examination showed that rural children are lagging behind the urban 
in terms of their pass percentage and academic achievement scores. 
It is a fact that families where the parents are privileged educationally, socially and 
economically, promote a higher level of achievement to their offspring. They also give 
higher levels of psychological support for their children through enriched atmosphere that 
promote and encourage the development of skills required for success at school. On the 
other hand the rural poor people being constrained by the other social, economic and 
cultural factors lagged behind in terms of making conducive environment for their 
children’s’ study and success. 

Parental involvement is the construct in which families and communities who take an 
active role in creating a caring educational environment and that parents who are 
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involved with their children’s education are those who consistently demonstrate good 
parenting skills, communicate with the school staff, volunteer their time in the school, 
help their children to learn at home, take an active role in school-related decision making, 
and regularly collaborate with the school community (Epstein, 1995).It is understood that 
socioeconomic status formulate the extent of  parental involvement which ultimately  
effect the academic achievement because due to low socioeconomic status, a student does 
not access to important resources and generates additional stress and tension at home on 
the other hand good socioeconomic status lead to better performance. 

Researches have revealed that students do not show effective performance in school 
whose parental socio economic status is low. The academic achievement of students 
is negatively correlated with the low parental socioeconomic status level as it 
prevents the individual in gaining access to sources and resources of learning (Davis, 
2005). Different scholars argued that parental education is an important aspect of 
academic success in school.Chall 1996 concluded that parental education had a 
significant effect on academic achievement of the students. Socio economic status is 
an important variable which considers the academic achievement of the individual. 
Academic achievement has been evidence to be influenced by parental involvement. 
Beside the parental involvement, the micro level analysis reveals that socio 
economic status also plays a very important role in social and mental development of 
a student. The resources available to children may influence the attainments of 
learning in children. Similarly, the availability of educational resources in the home 
were usually associated with homes where parents show involvement in the studies 
of wards and make them not only educated but alsoemotionally stable. Most of the 
researches conducted in this field evidently concluded the impact of parental 
involvement on the academic performance of the students.Sharma 
(2002),Vamadevappa (2006) found in their respective studies that that there was 
positive and significant relationship between parental involvement and academic 
achievement. Hanafi (2007) and Goyal (2008) concluded that the socio economic 
status of rural and urban parents effect their involvement in the studies of their wards 
which has an impact onthe academic achievement of adolescent students. It is not so 
much of the geographical settings but more of the parent’s economic status, their 
educational level and reading materials in the home, to a certain extent do influence 
children’s school performance. Children in rural areas perform poorly compared to 
urban children would be generalizing as poor performance in school does not  fully 
depend on location but more so on parents socio economic status and their level of 
awareness.It was further concluded that parental involvement has a positive 
relationship with their academic achievement of children.This paper has been 
designed to explore the impact of parental involvement on academic achievement of 
secondary school students. 

Rationale of the Study 
Academic achievement is the base of achieving educational goals. It is the index of 

measurement of educational practices and teaching strategies. The outcomes of education 
are measured in terms of academic achievement. There are many social, personal, 
psychological and administrative factors which affect the learning outcomes and 
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achievements of the students. Present day education being child centered, need emphasis 
on harmonious development of the child which is feasible in a suitable environment at 
home, having right parent child relationship and parental involvement etc.It is expected 
that this study will be useful for secondary school students and their parents as it will 
suggest some remedial measures for the effective and better academic performance of the 
secondary school students.On academic side, there is no place anywhere for the average 
and below average students. It is universally accepted that education is the most 
important factor responsible for the development. In the present era, fierce competition in 
every sphere of life needsexcellence in the academic achievement as it has become the 
pre-requisite in each career and every field. Parent’s behavior towards the children is an 
important educational foundation on which children’s school learning is built. Research 
on parent’s behavior suggested the need to develop a system of education which 
recognizes the important educational role of parents. 

OBJECTIVES 

The present investigation has been conducted keeping in mind the following objectives: 

1. To study the academic achievement of rural school students. 
2. To study the parental involvement of rural secondary school students. 
3. To study the parental involvement of high achievers and low achievers of rural secondary 

school students. 
4. To find the relationship between parental involvement and academic achievement. 
5. To make recommendation and suggestion as per findings of the study. 

HYPOTHESES 

The following hypotheses were formulated for the present study: 

1. The high achievers secondary school students have high parental involvement as compared 
to low achievers. 

2. There is a significant positive relationship between parental involvement and academic 
achievement. 

METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURE 

A representative sample of 180 rural students of 10+1 class was selected from the randomly 
selected rural schools of Moga District of Punjab.. The index of the measurement of 
academic performance has been taken from the marks obtained by the students in their 
Matric Board Examination. The high achievers and low achievers were identified by 
calculating the Q1and Q3.The subjects having the scores above than first quartile are 
considered as high achievers and those who obtained score lesser that the third quartile are 
designated as low achievers.The parental involvement of the subjects was studied by using 
parental involvement scale by Chopra and Sahoo (2005). 
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STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES 

1. Mean, Median, Mode and S.D were calculated. 
2. ‘t’ test was applied to find the significance of the difference between means. 
3. Pearson’s product moment correlation technique was used to find out the 

relationship between different variables. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The first objective of the present study was to examine the academic achievement of 
rural secondary school students.For this purpose, 180 rural students were selected. 
To test the academic achievement the scores obtained by the students in the 
Matriculation Board Examination (2011) were taken.  

   Table 1 

Academic Achievement of Rural Students 
Rural  

 

N 

 

Mean 

 

Median 

 

Mode 

 

S.D 

 

Total 180 59.8 60.5 61.0 6.96 

Table 1 shows that the mean academic achievement score of the rural 
students is 59.8. The value of median and mode is 60.5 and 61.0 respectively. The 
value of S.D is 6.96.As mean, median and mode are closer to each other. It means 
the academic achievement scores among the rural students are normally distributed 
in the whole sample. From the mean academic scores it is evident that the mean 
score for the academic achievement is average and it is concluded that the rural 
students have average performance in academics.  

The second objective of the present investigation was to study the parental 
involvement of rural secondary school students. The scores obtained by the rural 
secondary school students on parental involvement are presented in the following 
tables: 

Table 2 

Parental Involvement scores of the Rural Students 

Rural s 

 

N 

 

Mean 

 

Median 

 

Mode 

 

S.D 
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Table 2 shows that
students is 73.21. The value of median and mode is 72 and 71. The value of S.D is 
6.78.These values show thatas per the manual of the scale used to assess the parental 
involvement for rural chi
means that rural people being residing in deprived rural setup are facing the 
constraints of illiteracy, 
constraints effect the value of educatio
cannot make the inv

In fulfillment of third objective
achievers and low achievers 
their parental involvement scores were 
1 for pictorial representation.

Parental involvement of high achiever and low achiever 

subjects N
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2 shows that the mean parental involvement score of rural secondary school 
students is 73.21. The value of median and mode is 72 and 71. The value of S.D is 

These values show thatas per the manual of the scale used to assess the parental 
involvement for rural children parental involvement too stand at an average 
means that rural people being residing in deprived rural setup are facing the 
constraints of illiteracy, ignorance, low socioeconomic status etc.All these 
constraints effect the value of education in many ways. That is the reason they 
cannot make the involvement in their children which is required by the child to 

In fulfillment of third objectiveto identify high achievers and low achievers, high
achievers and low achievers were identified by the above mentioned procedure and 
their parental involvement scores were calculated and are presented in table3
1 for pictorial representation. 

Table 3 

Parental involvement of high achiever and low achiever 

N Mean S.D 
t-value 

64 77.14 5.23 

7.23 

53 58.15 2.95 
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the mean parental involvement score of rural secondary school 
students is 73.21. The value of median and mode is 72 and 71. The value of S.D is 
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Bar graph showing the parental involvement of high achievers, low achievers and 
total group of rural students 

 Table 3 shows that the mean value on parental involvement of high achiever rural 
students is 77.14 with S.D 5.23. The mean value on parental involvement of low 
achievers is 58.15 with S.D 2.95.The t-value is 7.23 which is significant at 0.01 level 
of confidence. From the table values, it is clear that the high achiever and low 
achiever rural students differ significantly on parental involvement and the 
difference is in the favor of high achievers. It is evidently clear from the results that 
the students who have high parental involvement are better in academicachievement 
in comparison to those who show poor academic achievement they have 
comparatively lesser parental involvement. 

The reason lying behind this finding is crystal clear. Firstly, parents of rural 
students are comparatively less educated, less aware and many times illiterate. 
Secondly, rural people do not give as much importance to the education as their 
urban aware counterparts. Many socio-cultural, socio political reasons are 
responsible for the lesser involvement in the academic pursuits of their children by 
the rural people. Further it is clear that parental involvement is a determining factor 
responsible for the academic achievement of the child. However, the students who 
showed poor academic achievement they need more parental involvement to 
improve their academic achievement. The results of the studies conducted by Sharma 
(2002), Bose and Joshi (2004) and Vamadevappa (2005) are supporting the results of 
present study and substantiate this finding. 

Conclusions: From the above said discussion conclusion has been drawn that 
academic achievement of the child depends to a large extent on the parental 
involvement. Parents whether they are rural or urban has an influence on the 
academics of their wards. Rural children being stand behind their urban counterparts 
in academic activities may be one of the reasons due to the lesser parental 
involvement as compared to urban children. As parental involvement has significant 
relationship with academic achievement of the child, so parents should provide 
congenial atmosphere to their children. There should be no over and under protection 
of children. Parents must provide adequate involvement and role model to their 
children. The government should make policies to raise the socio-economic status of 
the people. Intervention programs such as out of classroom activities and after school 
classes may reduce the gap between high and low achievement. Focus should be to 
encourage and guide the parents to make involvement in the studies of their wards. 
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