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 It is common knowledge that sustenance of human life is dependent on mother 
nature and man is exploiting the undeveloped areas to meet the increasing demands of 
the growing population. Environment has become a global concern. In the present study 
an attempt has been made by the researcher to find the relationship of environment 
awareness with pre-service and in-service elementary and secondary school teachers of 
Jhajjar district. It reveals that the in-service teachers at secondary school level have 
better environment awareness than that of pre-service teachers at secondary level and 
pre-service teacher at elementary level posses a significantly higher environmental 
awareness than that of secondary level teachers. 
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 Earth perhaps is the only planet in the solar system so far known to sustain life. 
Due to which in the last three four decades, environment has been a major concern for 
the whole humanity. Pressure from rapid population growth, uncontrolled and lavish 
consumption, unbanization, industrial expansion and advances in science and technology 
have caused serious problems associated with environment. “Conserve or Perish” has 
become the slogan of mankind all over the world. Reckless exploitation of nature by man 
disturbed the delicate ecological balance between living and non-living components of 
the biosphere. Nature and environment have always been a source of human reflection 
and investigation and an intimate knowledge of the environment has been a crucial 
element in many human societies. Environmental problems have been a matter of 
concern for people in one way or the other for generations.  

 Since humanity has become more concerned with the protection of environment, 
environmental education has assumed great importance. Environmental education is 
education through, for and about environment. Environmental education is essential for 
generating wide spread awareness of environmental problems. Awareness leads action. 
According to Nevada conference 1970, “Environmental education is the process of 
recognizing values and clarifying concepts in order to develop skills and attitude 
necessary to understand and appreciate the inter-relatedness among man, his culture and 
his biophysical surroundings. Environmental education also entails practice in decision 
making and self-formulation of a code of behaviour about issues concerning 
environmental quality.” In the present study environment awareness refers to score 
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scored by the pre-service and in-service elementary and secondary school teachers on 
Environment Awareness Aptitude Measure Test.  

In this study in-service elementary and secondary school teachers refers to the teachers, 
who are teaching in elementary and secondary classes of secondary schools of Jhajjar 
district and pre-service elementary and secondary school teachers refers to the teachers, 
who are doing their elementary teacher training course and secondary teacher training 
course from educational institution situated in Jhajjar district. 

In the present study an attempt has been made by the researcher to find the relationship 
of environment awareness with pre-service and in-service elementary and secondary 
school teachers of Jhajjar district. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

 The study is concerned with the environmental awareness of pre-service and in-
service teachers of Jhajjar district of Haryana. The problems is thus stated as follows : 

 “A Study of Environmental Awareness of Pre-Service and In-Service 
Elementary and Secondary School Teachers of Jhajjar District” . 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 The following objectives were formulated for the present study : 

1 To compare the environmental awareness of in-service and pre-service 
elementary level teachers. 

2 To compare the environmental awareness of in-service and pre-service secondary 
level teachers. 

3 To compare the environmental awareness of secondary level and elementary level 
pre-service teacher. 

4 To compare the environmental awareness of secondary level and elementary level 
in-service teacher. 

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 

H1 There is no significant difference between the environmental awareness of 
elementary level in-service and pre-service teachers. 

H2  There is no significant difference between the environmental awareness of 
secondary level in-serve and pre-service teachers. 

H3  There is no significant difference between the environmental awareness of 
secondary level and elementary level pre-service teachers. 

H4 There is no significant difference between the environmental awareness of 
secondary level and elementary level in-service teachers. 

DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

 The present study has been delimited to 10 schools of Jhajjar District, five college 
of  Education of Jhajjar district and five colleges of Elementary Education of Jhajjar 
district 
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DESIGN OF THE STUDY 

 The normative survey method has been used in the study. The study is designed to 
get informative data and to compare the environmental awareness of pre-service and in-
service teachers of elementary and secondary school teachers. The data were analyzed by 
calculating means, standard deviations and critical ratios and then estimating the 
significance of the differences. 

TOOLS USED 

 For the purpose of collecting data “Environmental awareness ability measure”, 
EAAM test by Dr. Praveen Kumar Jha (1998) was used. 

 EAAM contains 51 items based on various environmental factors, cause of 
pollution, conservation of soil, forest, air, energy conservation, conservation of human 
health, conservation of wildlife and animal husbandry. It is a highly reliable, valid and 
standardized test. 

COLLECTION OF DATA 

 The investigator collected the data personally from 10 schools of Jhajjar District, 
five college of  Education of Jhajjar district and five colleges of Elementary Education of 
Jhajjar district. 

STATISTICAL TECHNIQUE USED 

 After scoring the test the data were tabulated. There means, standard deviations 
and critical ratio were calculated and the significance at 0.05 and 0.01 levels were 
checked and acceptance and rejection of the null hypotheses was determined. 

Table – I 

Comparison of Environment Awareness of in-service and pre-service teachers 

Elementary Level  N Mean S.D. t-ratio Level of significance 
0.05 0.01 

In-service Teachers 100 44.02 3.24  
0.50 

Not 
Significant 

Not 
Significant Pre-service Teachers 100 44.32 2.49 

 
Secondary Level  N Mean S.D. t-ratio Level of significance 

0.05 0.01 
In-service Teachers 100 44.20 3.27  

3.95 
Significant Significant 

Pre-service Teachers 100 40.92 4.91 

 

 Table – I reveals that the elementary level teachers at in-service and pre-service 
stages do not differ significantly in their environmental awareness. So H1 is accepted it 
also further reveals that the in-service teachers at secondary school level have better 
environment awareness than that of pre-service teachers at secondary school level, so H2 
is rejected. Which may be attributed to the fact that pre-service teachers at secondary 
level training institution do not study environmental education. As this subject has not 
been made a compulsory part of the training in B.Ed. course of Maharshi Dayanand 
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University, Rohtak, but when they go to schools for service they continuously teach 
environmental education to the school children and so become environmentally aware. 

Table – II 

Pre-Service Teachers N Mean S.D. t-ratio Level of significance 
0.05 0.01 

Elementary level 100 44.32 2.49  
4.36 

Significant Significant 
Secondary level 100 40.92 4.91 

 

In-Service Teachers N Mean S.D. t-ratio Level of significance 
0.05 0.01 

Elementary level 100 44.02 3.24  
0.28 

Not 
Significant 

Not 
Significant Secondary level 100 40.20 3.27 

 

 It is evident from table II that pre-service teachers at elementary level posses a 
significantly higher environmental awareness than that of secondary level teachers, H3 is 
rejected. This may be attributed to the fact that pupil teachers at elementary training 
programme do study, a compulsory paper like environmental education, which is not 
there at secondary level training programme of Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak, 
where as in case of in-service teachers the difference in mean score is less and is not 
significant. So, H4 is accepted. 
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