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 Achievement motivation is the key determinant of aspiration and persistence 
when an individual expects that his or her performance will be evaluated on the basis 
of some standard of excellence. It refers to motivation stemming from a desire to 
perform well or a striving for success. Achievement motivation forms to be the basic 
for a good life. People who are oriented towards achievement, in general, enjoy life 
and feel in control. Being motivated keeps people dynamic and gives them self-
respect. The present study confined to the achievement motivation of the women’s 
cricketers of Assam. In this study it is tried to trace out the achievement motivation 
level of the women cricketers. The significant difference between the junior and 
senior women cricketers and rural and urban women cricketers is studied. On the 
basis of the findings of this study some suggestions were also given. It is expected 
that implementations of the findings and the suggestions of this study will be helpful 
for the women cricketers for their quality development. 

KEYWORDS:  Achievement motivation, Women cricketers, Senior cricketers, Junior 
cricketers (U-19). 

Introduction 

The term achievement motivation refers to motivation stemming from a desire 
to perform well or a striving for success. It is evidenced by effort and persistence in 
the face of difficulties. It is regarded as a central human motivation and is a key 
determinant of aspiration and persistence when an individual expects that his or her 
performance will be evaluated on the basis of some standard of excellence. Such 
behaviour is called being achievement-oriented. Motivation to achieve is instigated 
when an individual knows that he or she is responsible for the outcome of a venture 
and anticipates explicit knowledge of results that will define that venture as a success 
or failure. There also needs to be some degree of risk, such as uncertainty about the 
outcome of one's effort. Achievement-oriented activity is aimed at succeeding and 
performing well in relation to a standard of excellence or when compared with other 
competitors. 

Achievement motivation forms to be the basic for a good life. People who are 
oriented towards achievement, in general, enjoy life and feel in control. Being 
motivated keeps people dynamic and gives them self-respect. They set moderately 
difficult but easily achievable targets, which help them, achieve their objectives. They 
do not set up extremely difficult or extremely easy targets. By doing this they ensure 
that they only undertake tasks that can be achieved by them. Achievement motivated 
people prefer to work on a problem rather than leaving the outcome to chance. It is 
also seen that achievement motivated people seem to be more concerned with their 
personal achievement rather than the rewards of success. 

Women Cricketers in Assam 

 Since 1978 the state Assam has been producing women cricketers in different 
districts of the state. And this process continued till 1998 as the state body Assam 
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Women’s Cricket Association (AWCA) became ineffective and stopped sending its 
teams to different Zonal and National Tournaments organised by Women Cricket 
Association of India (WCAI). In 2006 the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) agreed to take over the women’s cricket in the country as per the direction of 
the International Cricket Council (ICC). Accordingly the state body for boys cricket 
Assam Cricket Association (ACA) took over the charge of women cricket in the state 
and started producing new women cricketers for both the junior and senior level 
tournaments. Now there are nearly two hundred women cricketers in the state out of 
which about sixty players have represented the state junior and senior teams in 
different Zonal and National tournaments organised by BCCI. In 2011 the state has 
got the highest honour in women’s cricket that is its Under-19 team had become the 
National Champion in the domestic tournament. The captain of that winning team Ms. 
Manika Das had represented the INDIA BLUE team in the Challengers Trophy in the 
same year.  

The present study tried to trace out the achievement motivation level of the 
women cricketers of the state Assam. The significant difference between the junior 
and the senior women cricketers was also studied in respect of their achievement 
motivation and it was also studied whether the rural and the urban women cricketers 
differ significantly in respect of their achievement motivation. 

 Need and Justification of the Study 

 Present study has been justified on the ground that no such exploratory work 
has been done giving emphasis on women cricketers of Assam and very little work 
has been done on achievement motivation of the cricket players of the state. 

Statement of the Problem 

 The present study “ACHIEVEMENT MOTIVATION AMONG WOMEN 
CRICKETERS OF ASSAM” is an endeavour to provide necessary information in the 
light of the given justifications. 

Objectives 

1. To study the level of achievement motivation of the women’s cricketers of 
Assam. 

2. To study the significant difference between the Junior (U-19) and the Senior 
women cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level 

3. To study the significant difference between the rural and urban women 
cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level 

Hypotheses 

1. There exists no significant difference between the Junior (U-19) and the senior 
women cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level. 

2. There exists no significant difference between the rural and urban women 
cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level. 

Research Design: 

Methodology of the Study: The descriptive survey method has been employed for 
the present study. 
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Population and Sample: The population of the present study is all the women 
cricketers of Assam and the sample is confined to 40 women cricketers.  The sample 
distribution is shown in Table A. 

Table A: Distribution of Sample 
Type Senior women cricketers Junior women cricketers Total 

Rural 10 10 20 

Urban 10 10 20 

Total 20 20 40 
 
Procedure for Selection of the Sample: The sample for the present study has been 
selected applying the stratified random sampling method. Total 40 women cricketers 
of Assam selected out of which 20 senior women cricketers were selected and 20 
junior women cricketers were selected (age group of under 19 years). Out of the 20 
senior women cricketers 10 players were selected from rural areas and 10 players 
were selected from urban areas. Again out of 20 junior women cricketers 10 players 
were selected from rural areas and 10 players were selected from urban areas. This 40 
sample players were selected randomly from 12 participating districts of the state 
which participate in the Inter-District Women’s Cricket Tournament of the state.  
Tools Used:  For the present study the researcher developed one Self Structured 
questionnaire - 

1.  Questionnaire to study the achievement motivation of the women cricketers 
of the state. 

2. Interview 
Description of the Tool: The achievement motivation Questionnaire was developed 
as Likert type five point scale questionnaire having five options Strongly Disagree, 
Disagree, Undecided, Agree and Strongly Agree for each statement. The score for 
Strongly Disagree is 1, for Disagree it is 2, for Undecided it is 3, for Agree it is 4 and 
for Strongly Agree the score is 5. It was prepared with 60 items which were 
distributed in 10 different dimensions  like Compensatory Effort, Competitiveness, 
Confidence in Success, Eagerness to Learn, Fearlessness, Flexibility, Goal Setting, 
Preference for Difficult Tasks and Self-Control. In order to collect supporting data 
interview was done. 
Statistical Techniques Used: With the help of the Statistical package for Social 
Science (SPSS) the collected data has been analysed. The analysis of the data has 
been done both qualitatively and quantitatively. For the quantitative analysis of the 
data the following statistical techniques- 

� Frequencies 
� Tables 
� Graphical representations 
� Mean 
� Standard Deviation 
� ‘t’ test 

Delimitations of Study 
The present study has been delimited to 

o The study is confined to the women cricketers of Assam. 
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o The study is delimited to the 12 participating districts in Inter-District 
Women’s Cricket Tournament of the state.  

o Only state representative women cricketers were considered for the 
present study. 

Analysis and Interpretation of the Study 
The collected data has been analysed and interpreted objective wise. 
 

Objective no. 1. To study the level of achievement motivation of the women’s 
cricketers of Assam. 
 

In order to meet the need of this objective the investigator at the very first step 
administered the achievement motivation questionnaire to the sample women 
cricketers. Each individual woman cricketer’s score was calculated and from these 
scores the mean and standard was calculated which is presented in  

Table B 
Mean and standard deviation of the women cricketers 

in respect of their achievement motivation 

 N Mean Standard Deviation 

Women cricketers 
 (Achievement Motivation) 

40 193.55 12.7 

 
From the table B it can be observed that the mean academic achievement score 

of the women cricketers in Assam is found to be 193.55 and the standard deviation is 
12.7. As per the norms prepared in the questionnaire constructed for the present study 
it can be considered as the high academic motivation. Here it can be interpreted that 
the women cricketers of the state have a high academic motivation. 

Objective no. 2. To study the significant difference between the Junior (U-19) 
and the Senior women cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level 

In order to meet the need of this objective the investigator in the first step 
grouped the collected data in to two groups- junior and senior and from these two 
group of scores mean, standard deviation and ‘t’ value were calculated which is 
presented in Table C and Figure A (Pie diagram). 

Table C 

Showing the mean, standard deviation and t value of the junior and 

senior women cricketers of the state in respect of their achievement motivation 

 N Mean Standard Deviation t value 

Junior WC 20 199.21 12 2.79** 

 
Senior WC 20 187.89 13.4 

    WC- Women Cricketers, **- significant at 0.01 level 
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Figure A 

Showing the mean, standard deviation and t value of the junior and senior women 
cricketers of the state in respect of their achievement motivation 

Senior WC,

 187.89

Junior WC,

 199.21

Junior WC Senior WC

 

From table C it can be observed that the achievement motivation level of the 
junior women cricketers is higher than the senior women cricketers. In order to test 
the significance of difference between these two t-test is applied and the result is 
found to be 2.79 which is significant at 0.01 level. Here it can be interpreted that the 
there exists significant difference between the junior and the senior women cricketers 
in respect of their achievement motivation. 

Objective no. 3. To study the significant difference between the rural and the 
urban women cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation level 

In order to meet the need of this objective the investigator grouped the 
collected data in to two groups- rural and urban and from these two group of scores 
mean, standard deviation and ‘t’ value were calculated which is presented in Table D 
and Figure B (Pie Diagram). 

Table D 

Showing the mean, standard deviation and t value of the rural and urban 
women cricketers of the state in respect of their achievement motivation 

 N Mean Standard Deviation t value 

Rural WC 20 194.74 13.11 .70 NS 

Urban WC 20 192.36 12.29 

 WC- Women Cricketers, NS-Not Significant  
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Figure B 

Showing the mean, standard deviation and t value of the rural and urban women 
cricketers of the state in respect of their achievement motivation 

Rural WC, 

194.74

UrbanWC 

 192.36

Rural WC Urban WC

 
Table D shows that the achievement motivation level of the junior women 

cricketers is higher than the senior women cricketers. In order to test the significance 
of difference between these two t-test is applied and the result is found to be .70 
which is not significant. Here it can be interpreted that the difference between the 
rural and the urban women cricketers in respect of their achievement motivation is not 
significant. 

Findings of the Study 

The present study traced out the following findings- 

• The achievement motivation level of the women cricketers of the state Assam 
is high. 

• The junior women cricketers have a higher level of achievement motivation 
than the senior women cricketers and there exist significant difference 
between these two groups. 

• The rural women cricketers of the state have a higher level of achievement 
motivation than their urban counterparts but there exists no significant 
difference between these two groups. 

Suggestions 

 On the basis of the findings of the study the following suggestions can be 
made- 

• Proper cricketing environment should be created in the state for the women’s 
cricketers to make the achievement motivation level highest from the high 
which is revealed by the present study. 

• Female coaches of the state should be motivated and encouraged for coaching 
of the women cricketers of the state and they should be well trained. As 
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presently there is only one ‘Class 1’ women coach in the state qualified from 
the National Cricket Academy of BCCI. 

• Invited players from the other states should be stopped. Instead of it native 
players should be groomed up with adequate trainings and opportunities. 

• Employment provision should be made for the women cricketers with market 
achievements. 

• Opportunities should be made for maximum cricket in the state like – more 
tournaments, more matches, introduce cricket for girls in the schools and 
colleges like the others states of our country. 

Conclusion 

Though the present study revealed that the achievement motivation level of 
the women cricketers of the state is high, but the players do not get the equal and 
adequate opportunities and facilities for their training. The Junior (U-19) team of 
the state clinched the title of the National Champion in the year 2011. But one of 
the reasons behind this success is that five players out of the main eleven players 
of that team were either guest players or the players invited from the other states 
who represent one district of the state. So it is very important to stop such things 
which deprive the native players.  
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