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Women education is one of the crucial and serious problems .According to , Kothari 
Commission, “ For full development of our human resources , the improvement of 
homes and for molding the character of children during the most impressionable years 
of infancy , the education of women of even greater importance than that of men.” 
The National Council for Women Education was constituted in 1959 by the 
Government of India .The main functions of this council are to advise the 
Government of India on issues relating to the education of girls at school level and of 
adult women, to suggest  policies and programs regarding the expansion of girls 
education. , to suggest suitable measures for educating public opinion in favor of girls 
education . There are some factors responsible for impending  the progress of women 
education . They are -1) Traditional Prejudices 2) Absence of separate schools 3) 
Lack of women Teachers 4) House hold work 5)Poverty 6) Attitude of Young Men 7) 
Child Marriage 8) Lack of Provision for Certain Subjects.  
Programs for Action :- The following  programs should be taken into consideration  
for women education – They are – 1) Propaganda for women education 2) Co- 
Education 3) Inducement 4) Allowance for teachers 5) Curriculum and text Books  
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Introduction:-    
The importance of women  education  cannot be over emphasized. The progress made 
by the developed countries is attributed to a great extent to the role that women of 
those countries have played in this connection.  There is no gain- saying the fact that,” 
The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.” It is therefore, true that if a country , a 
nation, or a community has to achieve greatness, women education has to be probably 
planned and looked after.  
    Women education is one of the crucial and serious problems which our country has 
had to face since independence. Earlier there used to be open criticism and opposition 
to girls education. Orthodox parents did not like to send their daughters out of their 
home. But the picture has changed since then. Education of the women is considered 
to be as important as that of male. According to , Kothari Commission, “ For full 
development of our human resources , the improvement of homes and for molding the 
character of children during the most impressionable years of infancy , the education 
of women of even greater importance than that of men.”  
National Council For Women Education :- The National Council for Women 
Education was constituted in 1959 by the Government of India on the 
recommendations of a National Committee on Women Education. It was reconstituted 
in 1964. The council has 27 members . The major functions of the council are to 
advise the Government of India on issues relating to the education of girls at school 
level and of adult women, to suggest  policies and programs regarding the expansion 
of girls education. , to suggest suitable measures for educating public opinion in favor 
of girls education . 

Abstract 
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There are some factors responsible for impending  the progress of women education . 
They are -1) Traditional Prejudices 2) Absence of separate schools 3) Lack of women 
Teachers 4) House hold work 5)Poverty 6) Attitude of Young Men 7) Child Marriage 
8) Lack of Provision for Certain Subjects.  
Programs for Action :- The following  programs should be taken into consideration  
for women education – They are – 1) Propaganda for women education 2) Co- 
Education 3) Inducement 4) Allowance for teachers 5) Curriculum and text Books  

Women  constitute almost half of the population in the world. But the hegemonic 
ideology made them suffer a lot as they are denied of equal opportunities in different 
parts of the world. The rise of feminist ideas have, however  led to the tremendous 
improvement of women’s condition throughout the world in recent times. But still 
women’s success to education has been one of the most pressing demands of these 
women’s rightsmovement, (www.indiaedu.com) . 

Women’s education in developing countries like India is increasingly being 
recognized as a fundamental right by international and national bodies. The benefits 
of educating women are manifold ranging from increased productivity , economic 
development, and increased female autonomy. (Chalwa 2007). 

       Poor, overworked and illiterate- this is the profile of most women in the majority 
of developing countries.  According to 2001 census report, male literary rate is more 
than 75%, in comparison to it, the female literacy rate is 54.16% .Although , more 
girls and women are entering school, still a huge gaps exist in women’s literacy. 

     Beside gap in women literacy rate, women’s health has also remained as a 
neglected area in developing countries. Health  for all by 2000 A.D. is not just a 
slogan  but a commitment made to the people of the world by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and UNICEF. But in  patriarchal society women’s  health and 
nutrition is always given less importance than that of men. Generally women’s health  
is perceived as a normal state of “delivering the goods” and not her actual well 
being.(Rehman,2005) . In recent time Reproductive Tract Infection (RTI) is becoming 
a major problem among  women of Third World countries resulting in distressing 
consequences on health and social well being.  

     Women of today could lead a better health through improved educational 
attainment. Both education and health are strongly related to each other. In many 
cases women often neglect their health issues due to lack of knowledge, illiteracy  and 
other social determinations.  

    A study conducted by Pant et.al among women aged between 15-44 years in was 
aimed  to assess  the magnitude of the problem of contagious diseases. A total of 600 
married  women were interviewed. The study concluded  that out of total sample size, 
212(35.3)  women reported  symptoms of contagious diseases . The study further 
highlighted the higher prevalence of contagious diseases among women with lower 
literacy and poor hygiene. 

     Panda et.al conducted a study in district, Sundargad, Orissa. A total of 600 women 
between the age  group of 15-54 years were interviewed. This study was to estimate 
the effect of contagious diseases , to identify the common signs & symptoms of 
contagious diseases. The study affirms that out of the total sample size, 76% of the 
women were suffering fromcontagious diseases. . 
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       Recently, a study by the researcher among women in Solapur city  explored the 
treatment seeking practices among women due to infectious diseases The findings 
showed that one-half of the  women were suffering from at least one symptoms of 
contagious disease The present study tries to examine the impact of education on 
health problems due to contagious diseases  and treatment seeking behavior among 
women. Data for this study was collected from Solapur City especially form  East Part 
of Solapur City where most of the JecquardChaddar towel industries are spread. 
Purposive sampling procedure was followed for drawing  the sample.  A total of 60 
women were selected from SolapurCity .Primary  data was collected with the help of 
a structured interview schedule. Questionnaire comprised of educational qualification 
of the respondents, type of infection due to contagious diseases , treatment seeking 
behavior and reasons for not seeking treatment. Respondents were given the freedom 
to withdraw at any stage of the  interview. 

      Table-1  states that out of 60 respondents, 56% (34) respondents were illiterate, 
40% (24) were illiterate and rest 2% (3.3) received informal education. Further , out 
of the total  24 illiterate respondents, 23.3% (14) were educated up to secondary 
school and 16.7% (10) up to primary school (Table-2)  

TABLE- 1 EDUCATION OF THE RESPONDENTS  

  Frequency  Percent  Valid 
Percent  

Cumulative 
Percent  

Valid  Literate 24 40.0 40.0 40.0 
Illiterate 34 56.7 56.7 96.7 
Informal 2 3.3 3.3 100.0 
Total  60 100.0 100.0  

TABLE-2 : RESPONDENT LEVEL OF EDUCATION    

  Frequency  Percent  Valid 
Percent  

Cumulative 
Percent  

Valid  Upto 
primary  

10 16.7 16.7 16.7 

Upto 
secondary  

14 23.3 23.3 40.0 

NA 36 60.0 60.0 100.0 
Total  60 100.0 100.0  

Table  3,4,5& 6 finds a statistically significant relationship between the infection of 
contagious diseases , its treatment seeking behavior and education of the respondents. 
The data reveals that out of total 24 literate respondents, 13 respondents were 
suffering frominfection due to contagious diseases ,  whereas out of 34 illiterate 
respondents, 24 respondents suffered from above problem. Moreover, out of 13 
literate respondents suffering from infection due to contagious diseases , 5 
respondents had  taken treatment and out of 24 illiterate respondents only 2 
respondents showed proper sign of treatment behavior. The study further explores that 
out of 10 respondents educated upto primary class, 4 respondents were facing 
problem of infection due to infectious diseases , in addition to this out of 14 
respondents, educated upto secondary class, 9 were suffering from problem of 
infection due to infectious diseases  and rest up to 36 illiterate and informally 
educated respondents, 26 respondents faced problem of infection due to infectious 
diseases   . But out of 4 respondents educated up to primary class not a single 
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respondent had gone for treatment, whereas out of 9 respondents educated up to 
secondary class , 5  respondents sought treatment to problem and rest out of 36 
illiterate and informally educated respondents , only 2 respondents had taken 
treatment for their problem.  

TABLE-3 EDUCATION OF THE RESPONDENTS  ‘SUFFER 
FROMINFECTIOUS DISEASES  

  Suffer from Infectious Diseases  
  Yes No Total  
Education of the 
respondents 
 
Total 

Literate 13 11 24 
Illiterate 24 10 34 
Informal 2 0 2 
 39 21 60 

TABLE-4 EDUCATION OF THE RESPONDENTS  ‘SOUGHT TREAT MENT  

                          Suffer from Infectious Diseases  
  Yes No NA Total  
Education of 
the respondents 
 
Total 

Literate 5 8 11 24 
Illiterate 2 22 10 34 
Informal 0 2 0 2 
 7 32 21 60 

TABLE-5  RESPONDENTS’ LEVEL OF EDUCATION  ‘ SUFFER  FROM  
INFECTIOUS DISEASES  

   Suffer from Infectious Diseases  
  Yes No  Total  
Respondents’ 
level of 
education  
 
Total 

Upper primary  4 6 10 
Up to secondary 9 5 14 
Illiterate  and 
Informal 
educated 

26 10 36 

 39 21 60 
TABLE-6  RESPONDENTS LEVEL OF EDUCATION “ SOUGHT 
TREATMENT CROSS TABULATION  

                       Sought treatment  
  Yes No NA Total  
Education level 
of the 
respondents 
 
Total 

Up to primary 
class  

0 4 6 10 

Up to 
secondary 
class  

5 4 5 14 

Illiterate & 
informal 
educated  

2 24 10 36 

 7 32 21 60 
 The study concluded that the Infection OF contagious disease was more prominent 
among illiterate rural women in comparison to literate women. Very few women had 
sought proper treatment. Literate women in comparison to illiterate women showed 
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some sign of treatment. The study further highlighted that more women educated up 
to secondary class had gone for treatment in comparison to women educated up to 
primary class. The study clearly found that there is more awareness regarding 
treatment seeking behavior among the literate women.  

    Finally the study reiterates that education has a strong effect on prevalence of 
infectious diseases and its treatment seeking behavior. More women educated up to 
secondary class had gone for treatment of their problem in comparison to women 
educated up  to primary class and literate & informally educated. The more the 
women get educated at higher level the more she becomes aware of her own health 
problems and as a result  she starts taking proper care and treatment of her health.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:-  

• Free and compulsory education for higher studies of the girls should be 
provided. 

• School curriculum should include health oriented topics specifically for the 
girls. 

•  Urgent need of creating awareness about seriousness of health problems.  
• Medicines should be provided to women in subsidized rate/ free of cost  
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