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This paper is an attempt to analyse Mahatma Gandhi’s thoughts and his 

philosophy on education. His concept and hopes on education are also brought to 

light. According to Gandhiji education is a lifelong process which resulted in the 

transformation of an individual. Gandhiji’s role as an educationalist and his 

contribution for the same are discussed in detail. The different stages in the 

development of Gandhiji’s educational philosophy and programme are dealt with. 

How he acquired education in his childhood, and how he enabled others to become 

educated, like teaching his own wife , family members, the community in general etc. 

are mentioned. Gandhiji’s active participation in the freedom struggle of the country 

and the implementation of the Wardha Scheme etc. are discussed. His insistence on 

importance of honesty and his strong attachment to non-violence is also covered. 

Gandhiji’s definition of term education, the purpose and benefits of education etc. are 

analysed in detail. 

KEYWORDS- Philosophy, futuristic, downtrodden, life-long process, non-violence, 

foresight.                                                                                                                          

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction 

 Mahatma Gandhi the father of our nation had gifted all the nations with a 

philosophy which has rich educational and social values. This gift has the power to 

transform the destiny of entire mankind and it can give birth to an alternative social 

order. Gandhiji nurtured highly dynamic and futuristic views on education. He 

believed that education can be utilized as a very powerful instrument to aid the 

process of man-making and social engineering. Gandhiji was endowed with the 

capacity and talent to recognize the shortcomings of the education system that 

prevailed then. Moreover he had an in depth realization of the requirements of the 

most poor, the economically and socially weaker and downtrodden sections of the 

society. In his opinion an education individual must be ready and sufficient to render 

his services to the neglected people willingly. He was of the impression that the 

ultimate goal of education is not merely to gain literacy, on the contrary, it is a 

lifelong process. Thus it can be summed up as education is for life and it has to be 

acquired throughout one’s life. That is to say that it is a life-long process.  

 

Gandhiji’s role as an educationist 

Gandhiji had possessed a very clear idea and his own views about education. 

A detailed study of his opinion on education reveals that they are greatly influenced 

by his own philosophy of life which focuses on truth, non-violence, a strong faith in 

God and finally the dignity of human labour. As a result of this his educational 

writings are filled with incisive insight, practical experiences and pragmatic foresight. 

To gain a thorough understanding about the concept of Mahatma Gandhi as an 

educationist, it is highly essential to analyse the different stages of the development of 
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his educational philosophy and programme. The various stages are mentioned below 

as:  

The period of self education 

 

While looking into the life of Gandhiji closely it is noted that he started the 

process of educating himself or self-education by perusing the holy books of different 

religions. He used to read the Bible and the Quran along with the holy books of his 

own religion. After reading these books, he used to contemplate on these.  It’s very 

essential to differentiate the manner of Gandhiji’s reading these books from that of the 

modern generation which want everything in a jiffy like instant noodles. But on the 

contrary Gandhiji used to read it thoroughly and with full concentration and then he 

used to link over that again and again and to connect and relate what he read in one 

book with that of the other. Thus after deep studies he came to the conclusion that 

‘renunciation’ was the highest form of life. It seems that this he inherited mostly from 

the Bible of which was a living influence on his life till his last breath. Gandhiji used 

to read the Bible daily and to take inspiration from that not only religious books but 

he used to read books on dietetics, principles and practice of nature cure, Health and 

Hygiene and on the craft of sandal making. 

 Thus there is ample proof to testify that Gandhiji was self-educator, a student 

who leaned throughout his life and was a teacher too at the same time. 

Educationist of his own family 

 Another role he had carried out in his life as an educationist was by providing 

education to his own family.  No wonder to see that his first student was his child wife 

as in those days marriages happened at an early age. First he tried to teach his wife the 

language Grangarathi. These experiments to teaching his own wife and children 

enabled him to gain a deeper insight in to the process of education. 

 

Education of the community 

 When Gandhiji had decided to deepen the purpose of his life had transformed 

it as a life of service to the people, he extended the sphere of his educational life from 

that of his family and came out into the community. As he was quite convinced of the 

limitations of the education system that was in prevalence then he wanted to introduce 

changes in the existing system. Gandhiji’s vast experiences outside India too assisted 

this endeavor. Particularly, his experiences and experiments in South Africa had 

reinforced and broadened his educational philosophy. While analyzing his educational 

experiments in South Africa, it is clearly seen that all the fundamental principles of 

his philosophy of education were present there. Which are co-operative and 

purposeful manual works, simplicity of life, observance of rules of health and 

hygiene, tolerance and respect for all religions etc. 

Implementation of the Wardha Scheme  

 Gandhiji took part in the freedom struggle after his return to India. To bring 

about social transformation policies like truth, non-violence and Satyagraha were 

utilized quite successfully and the credibility of the same for this purpose was 

clarified. When Gandhiji gave a call for non cooperation, most of the students and 

teachers have left high schools, colleges and universities. For the purpose of national 

movement, a programme of national education had become very necessary. This 

programme was entitled as the Basic National Education or the Wardha Scheme. This 
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Scheme had a very wide scope and it incorporates and envisions the education of each 

and every individual at every stage of life. This scheme is has it basis on truth and 

non-violence in the life of the individual and collectively of the society. According to 

Gandhiji education is that tool which empowers the society and mankind with true 

freedom. He stressed on the importance of making available the highest knowledge 

possible to the poorest of the poor Indians and that too by persons of integrity. 

 National education is defined as “education for life and through life”.  It can 

be noticed that education is co-existential with life itself. Gandhiji lays stress on this 

novel idea in later stage. Moreover learning ought to be related with real life 

situations. A closer look at basic education reveals that it’s scope had increased and it 

encompasses the education of every individual in different stages of his life i.e., from 

cradle to grave. Gandhiji truly desired that this true education has to be made easily 

available to one and all of through the books of life. 

Importance of Honesty and Lack of Violence   

 Gandhiji cherished the opinion that an individual’s entire existence must be a 

religious quest - a search for truth. He felt that the purpose of one’s life has to be the 

materialization of ‘Truth or God’. He believed that God is truth and man is supposed 

to achieve and realize this truth through non-violence. Gandhiji believed that non- 

violence means fighting against all types of exploitation and injustice that chances the 

otherwise holy nature of man into profane. 

 Gandhiji was well aware of the positive and the negative aspects of both 

scientific development and industrialization and at the same time the destruction that 

accompanied it. This problem of Himalayan Magnitude faced by mankind could only 

be solved by Gandhiji with the rare insight and calculation of future trends which he 

was in possession of. This bears witness to the fact that Gandhiji was an idealist and 

that too a practical idealist. He had strong faith in the assumption that in the goodness 

of the individual lives the basis of the society. Gandhiji was able to witness the divine 

element in every human being. In the Indian National Movement, which was truly a 

moral movement. Indian National Movement based on truth and non-violence, he 

strove hard for achieving the freedom of Indian people along with that of all the down 

trodden and oppressed people all over the world. He was quite aware of the need for a 

spiritual re-awakening throughout the entire world to ensure the service of humanity. 

Gandhiji’s Definition of Education  

According to Gandhiji education is “an all round drawing out of the best in 

child and man- body, mind and spirit”. As the ultimate goal of education is to bring 

forth the best in an individual, it means the development of the mind, the body along 

with the soul of the person. Education   is the process of drawing out  i.e., an effort to 

nurture the t talents and potentials of the individual. In this way it can be said that 

education is the process of unfolding the mysterious talents of person. Gandhiji 

considered it as the education of the hand, head and finally the heart. The Bible claims 

that man is made up of the body, the mind and the spirit (Soul) it is clarified further 

that the spirit or soul is the most important part of a man and it enables the mind and 

body to function according to its directions. Thus it can be interpreted as education is 

that process which brings forth and reveals the qualities of the spirit. Hence education 

envisages the total development of the body, the mind and the soul. Gandhiji 

envisioned that the development of the mind and the body must go hand in hand with 

resultant awakening of the soul. For this purpose Gandhiji put forward craft centered 
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education which involved mental and physical activities to strengthen their powers. 

He strongly believed that education sans spiritual enlightenment is useless.  

The Purpose of Education 

 The purpose of education is to nurture in the students a spirit of co-operation, 

tolerance and a sense of responsibility. It should concentrate on improving the whole 

life of the learner. Education does not mean just role learning and reading books. Such 

bookish learning results in students without character. In the real sense education 

reference to the pupil’s learning how to use his mind and all his senses properly. That 

is to use all the sense organs in the right manner. Education is the process of 

differentiating between truth and untruth, right and wrong, what is worthy and 

unworthy. It must enable the learner to choose the good and the true and to reject the 

bad and the untrue. In short education means to learn to lead a good and useful life. 

Gandhiji was of the opinion that all the bad qualities like injustice, violence and 

oppression that are manifested from the heart can be cured through education. To 

clarify it further, he believed that education has the power to develop a wholesome 

human personality which can resist war, violence and injustice. This will enable to 

from a society where man will be able to live peacefully and harmoniously.  

 Gandhiji strongly believed that the purpose of education is to serve others. He 

believed that, as stated in the Bible, “Service to man is service to God”. In his opinion 

instead of gathering bookish knowledge, a true student should be devoted and ready 

for the service of humanity.  Gandhiji believed so because he felt that when the 

student is serving others, he is moulded in such a manner, that he will achieve 

perfection in whatever he does and in life later. This mentality and willingness to 

serve facilitate the physical, mental, moral and spiritual development of the person 

concerned. According to Gandhiji education encompasses the whole of life. He felt 

that there is nothing in this life, however small, simple and insignificant, which is not 

related with education.  

Benefits of Education  

There are various benefits that the society receives on account of education. 

Some of the most significant are given below:-  

 

Education Ensures Character Building 

 Education is not amassing mere bookish knowledge. It’s main purpose is 

character building. This had been discussed in the above lines. It is narrated by 

Gandhiji that the craft of education should be manual and productive and should be 

imparted scientifically that too with a human touch. Therefore, craft centered 

education advocated by Gandhiji emphasizes on the importance of student activity, 

experimentation, discovery and discussion. Thus such an education aims at 

developing an all round personality with an evenly balanced amount of knowledge, 

action and feelings. This is beneficial for the child’s intellectual progress, 

development of his capacity for observation and imagination. Thus both the body and 

mind of the child will be educated in coordination, resulting in the easy selection of an 

occupation providing him his bread & butter. Thus the purpose of education is 

character building as intellectual development without the development of character is 

useless. 
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Education means Freedom 

 Rabindranath Tagore had described that true education is freedom. Gandhiji 

too shares the same view and claims that education leads one to freedom, i.e., freedom 

from fear and slavery and leads one to ‘moksha’. True education liberates the pupil 

and provides him with political, economic, intellectual and spiritual freedom.  

 

Education Leads to Self Discipline 

 As education is the process of building character, it enables an individual to 

gain mastery over his thoughts and actions. Hence the child can control his feelings 

and achieve self mastery. Gandhiji believed that real freedom originates from self 

discipline and social control by fulfilling one’s purpose and duty self discipline can be 

acquired. All these result in the all round development of the student.  

 

Conclusion:-  

 In a nutshell, Gandhiji’s views on education were totally different from that of 

the modern mans idea of competition, achievement, grades etc. He laid stress on 

attaining a true knowledge of one’s own self, to materialize a sound mind in a sound 

body. For this purpose one has to do exercise which must be a part of education. 

Moreover the school, college building must be located at a place with sufficient fresh 

air, water and a calm and peaceful environment. Thus Gandhiji prefers education of 

the mind, body and spirit in a healthy environment which will ensure the all round 

development of a child’s personality. 
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