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 This present study aims at investigating the relationship between Parental 

support and academic achievement of higher secondary students. The sample consists 

of 1093 students from various schools in Tirunelveli District. The Parental support 

scale was developed by K.R. Shanthi & S.Francisca (2012) was used for collecting 

data. This tool was modified and revalidated by the investigators. The data was 

analysed using ‘t’test and correlation. The finding of the study revealed that there is 

significant positive correlation between Parental support and academic achievement 

of higher secondary students. 
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Introduction 

Twenty-first century can be indicated as the century of competition. With the 

vast development in science and technology, all part of the world is connected with 

this competition. Especially in the field of education, this competition rapidly 

increased among the students. To survive in this competition, educational 

achievement is necessary and compulsory to all the students. Many studies proved 

that Parent involvement leads to improved educational performance (Epstein et al., 

2002; Fan & Chen, 2001; NMSA, 2003; Sheldon & Epstein, 2002; Van Voorhis, 

2003). Parent involvement fosters better student classroom behaviour (Fan & Chen, 

2001; NMSA, 2003). Many Researchers have evidence for the positive effects of 

parent support on children, families, and school when schools and parents 

continuously support and encourage the children's learning and development (Eccles 

& Harold, 1993; Illinois State Board of Education, 1993). So the parents have a 

crucial role in helping their children’s academic success.  The old authoritarian 

parenting style is not suit for today’s adolescents, because the 21
st
 century 

adolescent’s emotions run high. Therefore the parents are to become more 

authoritative, and supporting, helping, providing independence to their children. 

These flexibility and a supportive environment are essential for their children to 

achieve success in school. The present study aims to prove the exact influence of 

parental support on the Academic achievement of higher secondary students. 

Significance of the study 

Every child begins life within a particular family. Children have two main 

educators in their lives- their parents and their teachers. Parents are the first and 

ongoing educators of their children and, as such, should be given information and 

support to help develop their children's learning at home and in the community. 

Parental support is the participation of parents in regular, two-way meaningful 

communication involving students’ academic learning and other school activities. 

Abstract 
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Ronald Ferguson says "Nearly half of a child's achievement in school can be 

accounted for by factors outside the school, including parent support.  Their support 

can play a very important role at all stages of education. Particularly at the middle of 

adolescent period the students enter higher secondary level. The higher secondary 

course offers a terminal point of school education. It has become an index of every 

child’s future. The students also feel the XII standard examination on a life 

threatening emergency. Hence the students feel high level of anxiety during this stage. 

In this period the parent’s support is absolutely essential to a child’s eventual success. 

Therefore parental support in school life was more strongly associated with high 

academic performance. The results of the study may be useful to administrators and 

teachers for wisely involve the parents in the learning of their wards. The result may 

be an eye opener for the parents to know the importance of parental support for better 

academic achievement of their wards. 

Background of the study 

Lourdusamy.V.(2010)  conducted a study on “Parental influence on academic 

achievement of higher secondary students”.  The result revealed that (i) there was 

significant difference between boys and girls in their parental influence (ii) There was 

significant difference between boys and girls in their academic achievement.  

Sarita Y. (2015) conducted a study on Parental Support for Learning and High 

School Students’ Academic Motivation and Persistence in Mathematics. The findings 

indicated that at-home parental support for learning is significantly positively 

associated with students’ academic motivation and persistence for mathematics in the 

classroom, which, in the long run, may improve high school students’ mathematics 

achievement.  

Objectives of the study 

� To find out whether there is any significant difference between the mean scores of 

Parental support and its dimensions of higher secondary students with respect to 

back ground variables such as Gender and Nature of school. 

� To find out whether there is any significant difference between the mean scores of 

Academic Achievement of higher secondary students with respect to back ground 

variables such as Gender and Nature of school. 

� To find out whether there is any significant correlation between Parental support 

and academic achievement. 

Null Hypotheses 

� There is no significant difference between the mean scores of Parental support and 

its dimensions of higher secondary students with respect to back ground variables 

such as Gender and Nature of school. 

� There is no significant difference between the mean scores of Academic 

Achievement of higher secondary students with respect to back ground variables 

such as Gender and Nature of school. 

� There is no significant correlation between Parental support  and academic 

achievement 
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Methodology 

 The investigators have employed descriptive method using survey as a 

technique to study the correlation between the Parental support and academic 

achievement of higher secondary students.  The Parental support scale was developed 

by K.R. Shanthi & S.Francisca (2012) was used for collecting data. This tool was 

modified and revalidated by the investigators.  The investigators have randomly 

selected 1093 higher secondary students from the various schools of Tirunelveli 

district. 

TABLE.1                                                                                                                             

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN SCORES OF PARENTAL SUPPORT 

OF HR.SEC STUDENTS WITH RESPECT TO GENDER 

Dimension Category Count Mean SD t-value Result 

Moral Support 
Male 546 40.22 6.494  

2.91 S 
Female 547 41.37 6.641 

Curricular activities 
Male 546 38.95 6.309 4.62 

S 
Female 547 40.70 6.201 

Support at Home 
Male 546 36.11 7.674 3.86 

 S 
Female 547 37.90 7.603 

Providing 

independence 

Male 546 30.29 6.130 4.72 

 S 
Female 547 31.97 5.613 

Parental Support in 

Total 

Male 546 211.05 32.814 4.69 

 
S 

Female 547 220.32 32.554 

( *At 5% level of significance the table value is 1.96,  **At 1% level of 

significance the table value is 2.576) 

It is inferred from the above table the calculated‘t’ values are greater than the 

table value for all the dimensions of parental support such as Moral support, curricular 

activities, support at home, providing independence and parental support in total with 

respect to Gender. Hence the male and female students significantly differ in their 

Parental support. 

TABLE.2 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN SCORES PARENTAL SUPPORT OF 

HR.SEC STUDENTS WITH RESPECT TO NATURE OF SCHOOL 

Dimension Category Count Mean SD t-value Result 

Moral Support 
Uni_Sex 487 39.53 6.775  

5.71** S 
Co_Ed 606 41.81 6.262 

Curricular 

activities 

Uni_Sex 487 38.69 6.456  

5.37** 
S 

Co_Ed 606 40.74 6.048 

Support at 

Home 

Uni_Sex 487 35.67 7.419  

5.22** S 
Co_Ed 606 38.08 7.737 

Providing 

Independence 

Uni_Sex 487 29.94 6.108  

5.99** 
S 

Co_Ed 606 32.09 5.614 

Parental Uni_Sex 487 209.56 32.814  S 
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Support in 

Total 

Co_Ed 606 220.61 32.338 5.57** 

( *At 5% level of significance the table value is 1.96 ,      **At 1% level of 

significance the table value is 2.576) 

It is inferred from the above table the calculated ‘t’ values are greater than the 

table value for the all the dimensions of parental support such as Moral support, 

curricular activities, support at home, providing independence and parental support in 

total with respect to Nature of school. Hence the students of co-education and unisex 

schools significantly differ in their parental support. 

TABLE 3 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN SCORES OF ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT OF HIGHER SECONDARY STUDENTS WITH RESPECT 

TO BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Dimension Category Count Mean SD t-value Result 

Gender Male 546 837.81 151.059 
3.29** S 

Female 547 866.10 132.421 

Nature of 

School 

UniSex 487 811.77 135.605 
8.65**

 

 
S Co-

education 

606 884.28 140.087 

(*At 5% level of significance the table value is 1.96,     **At 1% level of 

significance the table value is 2.576) 

It is inferred from the above table the calculated‘t’ values are greater than the 

table value for Gender and Nature of school. Hence there is significant difference 

between academic achievement of higher secondary students with respect to gender 

and Nature of school.  

TABLE. 4 

CORRELATION BETWEEN PARENTAL SUPPORT AND ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT WITH RESPECT TO TOTAL SAMPLE 

Dimension count 
table 

value 
‘r’    value Result 

Moral Support 
1093 0.062 0.115 

S 

Curricular activities 
1093 0.062 0.127 

S 

Support at Home 
1093 0.062 0.107 

S 

Providing independence 1093 0.062 0.147 S 

Parental Support in Total 
1093 0.062 0.154 

S 

It is inferred from the above table the calculated ‘r’ values are greater than the 

table value. Hence there is significant positive correlation between parental support 

and academic achievement of higher secondary students. 
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Discussion 

The result reveals that there is significant difference between Hr.sec.students 

in their parental support and its dimensions such as Moral support, curricular 

activities, support at home, providing Independence and parental support in total. 

Females have more parental support than their counter parts. The reason may be that 

now a day’s parents are aware of the rights of children whether boy or girl parents 

should feel education is important for their children irrespective of gender. And also 

girls always make connections with family members so they enjoy more parental 

support than their counterparts. A study of NehaAcharya and Shobana Joshi (2011) 

) in support of this result revealed that Girls enjoy more parental support as compared 

to boys. The finding of Santhy.K.R. and Francisca.S (2012),  contradicts from this 

study states that male and female students do not significantly differ in their parental 

support.  

There is significant difference between academic achievement of higher 

secondary students with respect to gender and Nature of school. A study of 

Borbora, Rupadas (2001) in support of this result revealed that academic 

achievement of girls was comparatively better than that of boys. The reason may be 

that there is lesser distraction for girls than boys. Moreover in the competitive 

world girls also have bread-winning responsibility, and they know education is the 

only tool for better development of their life.  This reason naturally enhances the 

level of educational aspiration which ultimately increases the academic 

performance for girls. Students of co-education school have better academic 

achievement than their counter parts. The teamwork that exists among the both 

sexes in co-education schools helps to develop confidence and increase their 

perceptions towards their abilities which is reflected in their academics too. 

From the correlation table, parental support and academic achievement are 

positively correlated because success always depends upon one’s ability to handle the 

situation. A study of William H. Jeynes (2007), in support of this result revealed that 

parental support and academic achievement are positively correlated. 

Recommendation  

• Parents should focus on the factors affecting their ward’s academic 

achievement and help them to improve on it. 

• Schools should offer a training session for parents regarding their role in their 

child’s homework. 

• Parents should provide needed emotional support to their adolescent boys 

because emotional support from parents would encourage confidence in 

academic activities 

• Schools should create helpful learning environment to their students for their 

academic success 

• The unisex schools should paid more attention to improve the methods of 

teaching and the quality of study environment within the school campus. 

Conclusion  

A parent is their child’s first teacher and should remain their best teacher 

throughout life. Parental support in a child's education is a benefit that money cannot 

buy. Being involved in their child's education not only helps their child to achieve 
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more academically, but it also raises the bright future life. So Schools must create a 

family-friendly environment and take the initiative in forging needed parent-teacher-

school bonds. Schools and parents must work together to provide the best possible 

learning experiences for every young higher secondary students. 
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