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[ Abstract ]]

Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty that seurobiological in origin. It is
characterized by difficulties with accurate andr/flaent word recognition and by
poor spelling and decoding abilities. This disoridemanifested despite conventional
instruction, adequate intelligence and sociocultapgortunities. Dyslexics are often
assumed unintelligent, especially because of th#ficulty with language. While
dyslexia is considered a learning disability, incdso be interpreted as a gift that
allows the dyslexic to extraordinary creative atids. Dyslexia is the result
of a perceptual talent.
Which is evident from thgreat examples in history likklbert Einstein; the great
scientist, Walt Disney, the great artistic Gregulganis, the great
athletic. When dyslexics are taught with the tiadél methods they are not able to
keep pace with other children of their clasdchool education systems are archaic in
dyslexics teaching styles, they are consistentying down up to 10% of the
population in their inability to educate dyslexidildren in literacy and they
inadvertently discriminate against ther@hildren with Dyslexia are more likely to
become early school leavers to withdraw from freeadd family, to commit suicide.
Researchers showed that when these students gid taith the help of alternative
approaches their reading, writing, spelling and odeny abilities improved
significantly and their disability is transferretto the Gift.
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It is estimated that between ten to twenty perc@nthe population experiences
learning disabilities and reading disabilities @erhaps the most common among
them. Dyslexia is that reading disability whichesffs maximum number of school
going childrenBains (1997) studied differential impact of various remediabgtgies
on reducing reading disability of dyslexic primasghool children and one of her
objective was to identify dyslexics from among paimy school children studying in
English medium schools of Chandigarh .She found th&63% of surveyed
population suffered from dyslexia i.e 30 out of 208ldren.Kohli (2001) surveyed
primary school going children of Chandigarh .Terglsin medium public schools
were randomly selected for the above purpose aedaind that 24.42% of primary
school going population suffered from dyslexiad%out of 307 children Brazeau
(2005) mentioned in his study ‘I'M confused, is it dysl@xor is it learning
disability?’ that dyslexia is not something which very rare but it is the most
common learning disability. It accounts for 23%loé population. Children suffering
from dyslexia evaluate themselves as inadequdteeyf repeatedly fail academically
and especially because others are aware of theability, such as their parents,
educators and friends. It contributes directlyhte tormation of their unrealistic self-
image. If they do not receive help in time it caarsen and can render them overly
sensitive to criticism and reprimands. Children hwiteading problems react
emotionally, become frustrated, lose their seleest and develop a negative self
image due to repeated failure and negative feedbaokh as poor academic
performance, being teased by peers and pressurieag®mom educators and parents,
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dominance of feeling of loneliness, anger, sadnessial, worry, shame and
nervousness, that can lead to different psychaodgimblems such as anxiety, mood
and behavioral/conduct disorders. Children witheading disorder run the risk of
developing anxiety; depressive and behavioral grmbkland they are also inclined to
having problems concerning peer relationships. Talep react less sensitively in
ambiguous social situations. Children with Dysleara more likely to become early
school leavers to withdraw from friends and famity,commit suicideJorm (1983)
summarized that there seemed to be a causal litvkeba antisocial behaviour and
reading retardation: first, antisocial behaviowsuleed in reading retardation, second
that reading retardation caused antisocial behawaod third, common causes such as
family circumstances caused antisocial behaviouV an reading retardatioriEven
though it seems that people carrying the diagnaisdyslexia are seen with a certain
disability, the true nature of their ability is @ahle for all to seeDyslexia is a
neurological or brain based condition. Researcktrdying the brains of dyslexics
have found that during reading tasks dyslexics sheduced activity in the left
inferior parietal cortexShaywitz(1998) discovered physical evidence of the brain
malfunction involved in the brain of dyslexic. Uginrmagnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) he proved that dyslexia is a very real neogatal disorder. He noted that to be
able to read, a person must link the printed coatin of letters with the sound that
it represents - a simple, automatic task for peapltd the customary connection
between brain areas that control language andnviSioe results off his study showed
conclusively that brain patterns in dyslexic readare different from those of non-
dyslexic readers. While the non-dyslexic reademdusar-brain areas extensively,
very little activity in that critical area was deted in the dyslexic readers. The
dyslexic readers compensate by using a front bsaation known as Broca's area,
associated with language processing and speechseaRbers have found that
genetics is a factor in causing the brain to opesat differently. Dyslexia runs in
families, dyslexic parents are very likely to hakeldren who are dyslexic. Dyslexia
is both familial and heritable: The disorder isddun 23% to 65% of the children of
parents who are dyslexic, and 40% of the siblirfgs ayslexic child are also affected
(Pennington & Gilger 1996). Bonnie Kaplan at theivérsity of Calgary & Alberta
Children's Hospital Research Centre, says: "Theee mobably several genes
influencing learning disabilities, and that therayrbe one major gene determining
the presence of one particular type of dysledeany Researchers believe that
dyslexia is a negative learning disabilitWsually when people hear the
word dyslexia they think only of reading, writinggpelling, and math
problems a child is having in school. Some assaciabnly with word and
letter reversals, some only with slow learners. Alkheveryone considers
it some form of a learning disability, but the laarg disability is only
one face of dyslexia. The most common disabilitedsdyslexia occur in
reading, writing, spelling, or math; but there amany others. Each case
of dyslexia is different, because dyslexia is annt@ntionally self-created
condition. No two dyslexics have created it exadtlg same. Davis (2003)
pointed that contrary to popular belief, dyslexdanbt a 'reading disability'’. It is a
unique manner of brain-functioning found in 10-1Brgent of the population,
impacting the capacity to read, write, spell, pescgeymbols, and concentrate. The
condition manifests in a variety of symptoms. Toanhge our perspective of
dyslexia from disability to gift, we must start Wwita clear, accurate
understanding of what dyslexia really is, and wlcauses it. Doing this
will bring out the positive as well as the negati@spects of the situation
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and allow us to see how dyslexia develops. Thenitlea of correcting it
won't seem far-fetched. Going a step beyond corngcthe problem, we
can also recognize and explore this condition asgHt it truly is. Another
set of researchers believed thahe term ‘learning disability’ tends to infer that
person cannot learn. With the proper instructioyslekics do learn. The degree of
difficulty a dyslexic person has with reading, $ipel, and/or speaking varies due to
the type of teaching the person receives as welthasdifferences in the brain
organization. The brain is normal, often very ‘lhgent’, but with strengths in areas
other than the language area. Such brain diffeeeappear to be inherited, probably
from more than one ancestor. They are hidden, lysualtil the person goes to school
and attempts to learn by reading and communicateriiyng.” According to research,
someone who is dyslexic just has a different abilib process information,
specifically within the phonetic region of the braiResearch shows the learning
processes in those with dyslexia are just diffeteah what is expected, or to what is
seen amongst the mass population. According tohanogroup of researchers,
dyslexia is a neurological disorder, no matter Wwhitance one takes on it. This is
because of “the way the brain is mapped out imthimb” and is structurally different
in the way that the visual-spatial aspect is hahdléghey even go on to say that the
verbal aspect is overemphasized in dyslexics amdetbre they often have an
enhanced vocabulary. Berret suggests that the weakiies in the “missed
connection between the sounds and the visual reqmiasn” of those sounds. Due to
their requirement for a different way of being msted and different approach to
being taught how to categorize and program ceraonetics, the label of
“neurological disorder” is cast. Some of the mastuge characters in the history of
human science and development have been diagnogbddwyslexia, including
revolutionary scientist Albert Einstein. Researchs lrshown that when dyslexic
students are given the opportunity to perform tesddly and/or with more time, they
achieve better results. Those with dyslexia haggeater connection with the right
side of the brain and have enhanced capabilitie®mprehension, conceptualization
and spatial relationship awareness. What is masearch has shown that their
intuition is more readily recognized and they ha®ng awareness when seeing a
higher perspective, or understanding the “biggetupe.” Researchers like Ron Davis
((1997, 2003) proved that \Wwen the dyslexic ability is brought under conscious
control, and the confusions that led to the leayrdisability are turned off, dyslexics
can show their full potential. Dyslexic people angghly creative, intuitive,
and excel at three-dimensional problem solving drehds-on learning.
Their visual and holistic learning style means thiag¢y learn best through
the creative process, with methods that focus ostery of the meanings
of words and symbols. The true gift of dyslexiatle gift of mastery.
When they use learning methods that fit their thimk style, they can
excel in academics and read and write efficientDyslexic thinkers can
portray the world through images because they timnkages. they can build worlds,
freeze the frame, walk around and touch. They emad people's faces, drawings,
buildings, landscapes and all things in the visuaild more quickly than many of
their non-dyslexic friends.Their visual/spatial abilities are extraordinarfhe
mental function that causes dyslexia is a gift hre ttruest sense of the
word: a natural ability, a talent. It is somethisgecial that enhances the
individual. They can utilize the brain's ability talter and create
perceptions (the primary ability). They are highlgware of the
environment. They think mainly in pictures insteal words. They have
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vivid imaginations and they think and perceive nndimensionally. They
actually function at the threshold of creationatieg a reality for themselves at every
opportunity and transforming knowledge into unigerer growing pictures that, once
embedded, becomes so natural for the dyslexidtthah never be forgotten. It can be
noted that dyslexia is a reading disability becauséitional education system could
not deal with them in the way they should. Instéaely should be taughising a
wider range of teachingiethods appropriate to dysleXearners like multisensory
linguistic method, behaviour modification methodyi$ programme etc. A dyslexic
should be referred to a specialist when applyintgarage of appropriate teaching
methods has not helped or produced the rate orggegne would expect. The term
‘specialist’ refers to those whose main role isstpport dyslexic learners and who
have been trained specifically for that role. Sospecialists follow specific
programmes. Others have developed their own waysvarking with dyslexic
learners, drawing eclectically from a number ofadént approaches. It is important
to remember that no one method appears to be igfewith all dyslexic learners,
although all methods seem to work for some learners

Conclusion: To conclude we can say that dyslexia is a leardisgbility which is
primarily concerned with reading, writing, spellingd word decoding problems. The
main problem with the dyslexic child is that henist able to concentrate as other
children of his age do. Our traditional educatigatem increases persistence of their
problems. But with proper instructions and inteti@m programmes the weaknesses
of dyslexics can be converted into their strengihien educators use learning
methods that fit their thinking style, then thissdbility gets transformed
into a gift and a dyslexic can excel in academiacsl aead and write
efficiently.

References:
Bains, D.K. (1997). Differential impact of variousmedial strategies on reducing
reading disability of dyslexic Primary school cléd Ph.D, Edu, Panjab University.

Brazeau, L. (2005). I'm Confused, is it dyslexid®it Learning Disability? Canadian
Dyslexia Centre Publication, Ottawa, Canada.

Davis, R.D. (1977). The gift of dyslexia. New Yoikhe Berkley Publishing Group.
Davis, R.D. (2003). The gift of Learning. New Yoikhe Berkley Publishing Group.

Jorm, A.F.(1983)The psychology of Reading and Spelling Disabilitiesernational
library of psychology serie®outledge Kegan & Paul.

Kohli, T. (2001). Comparison of various Remedialaitgies in Reducing language
disabilities of Dyslexic children NCERT Sponsorewject.

Pennington ,B and Gilger, J. (1996). How Is DysdeXransmitted? Baltimore, MD:
York Shaywitz, S. (2003). Overcoming dyslexia. Avnand complete science- based
program for reading problems at any level. New Ydtfred A. Knopf.

WWWwW.oiirj.org ISSN 2277-2456




