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Abstract

Swami Vivekananda is unarguably the most influérgjdritual giant and educationist of
modern India, who with his eloquent speech andrpeat ideology, brought revolution
in each and every sphere of human life in genemdl lgher education in particular.
Although he had never been a formal classroom &Faglet he emerged to be a great
master of utmost height who taught to the entireldva paradigm educational system
which is the need of the hour. This paper intermdbring forth Swamiji's humanistic
ideas on sublimation of work, love and service ighkr education to make it serve its
purpose in its true sense.

Introduction

In Neo-Vedanta humanistic tradition of contempordngian thought, Vivekananda
presented a philosophy for higher education whechdlistic in its approach comprising
work, love and service at the same time. Among empbrary Indian philosophers,
educationists and thinkers; Vivekananda is onéno$e who revolted against the British
system of higher education affirming that the higaducation exiting in India does not
conform to the Indian culture in its true spiritivekananda pointed out that present
higher education system brings the external chaagdshence lopsided because it does
not help a person in developing the person intBrnd@hat is why he brought forth a
unique indigenous concept of education which cameld@ a citizen holistically,
empathetically and spiritually by sublimating arssieilating a sense of duty, love and
service as the core elements in higher educatiochat humanistic in approach.

Swami Vivekananda’s criticism against university hgher education

Vivekananda criticized the present British systeasdul university higher education
which develops the person externally totally ovekiog the innermost core of an
individual which is the real development highly ded for man-making education.
Stating the lacuna of higher education, Vivekanapdmts outs that higher education
turns the men into slaves who are capable of sfaaeal nothing else.

He also remarked that the higher education is ettebthan an efficient machine for
rapidly turning out clerks. He further criticizelet present system by citing an example
of a man who wanted his ass to become horse. Hagased to thrash the ass in order
to achieve this transformation and killed his asghis process. Vivekananda harshly
condemned higher education remarking “The educdtiat you are getting now has
some good points, but it has a tremendous disadgarnwhich is so great that the good
things are all weighed down. In the first placesitnot a man-making education, it is
merely and entirely a negative education. A negagducation or any training that is
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based on negation is worse than death. The chiltken to school, and the first thing he
learns is that his father is a fool, the secondghhat his grandfather is a lunatic, the
third thing that all his teachers are hypocritas, fourth that all the sacred books are lies!
By the time he is sixteen he is a mass of negalif@ess and boneless. And the result is
that fifty years of such education has not produoceé original man in the three
Presidencies. Every man of originality that hasnbgeoduced has been educated
elsewhere, and not in this country or they haveegorthe old universities once more to
cleanse themselves of superstitions. Educationtishe amount of information that is put
into your brain and runs riot there, undigesteblyaiir life. We must have life-building,
man-making, character-making assimilation of idéhgou have assimilated five ideas
and made them your life and character, you haveeraducation than any man who has
got by heart a whole library "The ass carryitggload of sandalwood knows only the
weight and not the value of the sandalwood." Ifaadion is identical with information,
the libraries are the greatest sages in the warld, encyclopedias are the Rishis. The
ideal, therefore, is that we must have the wholecation of our country, spiritual and
secular, in our own hands, and it must be on natitmes, through national methods as
far as practical”.

Solution suggested by Swami Vivekanadafor higher etation

Swami Vivekananda as a prudent and great mastesiemed such a higher education
which can lead an individual to holistic developmeleveloping his/her innermost
potential and originality. For this question howsitpossible?, he suggested that all round
development is only possible through developingrasse of duty, love and service in an
individual with which he/she has been deprived|bhbw.

Solution no. 1: Sublimation of work in higher educ#éion

As per Vivekananda, human being is active by natdeemust be doing some work or
the other, physical or mental. Every work that beslleaves an impression on his mind.
Further he added that no action could be totallydgor bad that is why we should not
delude ourselves into thinking that we are helghgworld by doing good. The desire to
do good is highest motive power in man if only waevd proper attitude of service. He
remarks that we must work and constantly do weltdoise it is a blessing to us. That is
the only way to reach perfection.

Vivekananda states that attachmertt aiity work and its result is the sole cause
of misery. Hence “be unattached; let things woek;drain centres work; incessantly, but
let not a ripple conquer the mind”. The whole g$tSwami Vivekananda’'s teaching
about sublimation of work in higher education iatttve should work like a master not as
a slave. Ninety nine percent of mankind work likeeves and the result is misery; it is all
selfish work. Hence he suggested that we shouldk wuough freedom and love. He
wanted to bring home that we should love the warl do it with unselfish motive
without getting attached to it.

Solution no. 2: Sublimation of love in higher educton

While talking about sublimation of love in educatid/ivekananda points out that “Of all
the forces that have motivated human mind to actiome is perhaps the greatest.
Selfishness, enjoyment, amassing of wealth, jeglolear and hatred have also moved
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men and women towards action. But these have een Imotivations strong enough to
achieve great purpose in life.” He further addeat,tiWe have to begin by loving God
first. Love manifests itself through reverence.

The best means of education, according to Vivekdaas love. Education should
be based upon love. The students should be tabhghigh love. The only motive in
imparting education should be love for the educand for the man in him. That is why
Swami Vivekananda’'s philosophy of education is knas man making education. The
teacher’s aim should neither money making nor rattent of fame but only bestowing
human love. The love within the educator is thd ssarce of his influence upon the
educand.

Solution no. 2: Sublimation of service in higher edcation

Besides work and love, Swami Vivekananda gave aflohportance to service in higher
education to achieve its goal in true sense. Adngrdo Vivekananda, an important
teaching he received from Ramakrishna was thatigighiva (each individual is divinity
itself). So he stressed on Shiva Jnane Jiva Savaefve common people considering
them as manifestation of God). According to Vivekada, man is potentially Divine, so,
service to man is indeed service to God. He alvwdgsned for a social service for the
masses of the country. He pointed out that with ghesent colossal poverty with the
majority of people living in squalor, dirt and matrtion, the first thing to give them was
employment and the wherewithal to get at leastsquare meals a day. He said, “To the
poor, providing food is the first step to Godlines3 herefore, higher education should
not be merely literacy but must consist in imprgvime capacity of those taught and
quality of their work in agriculture, industry and the art of living. Swamiji thus
foresaw the need for functional literacy movemengitve a purposive slant to education
SO as to raise their capacity  for  work and achiex@m
Conclusion

Higher education ideals proposed by Swami Vivekdaaare supported by even most of
the modern thinkers and educationists. By emphasigublimation of work, love and
service in higher education, Vivekananda, in itgeetspirit, presented humanistic and
holistic approach in higher education.
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