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Abstract

At the stage of world history in which people andtions are moving closer, it is
important to exchange information on the curreatesof philosophy of education for the
creation of world citizens and for this we needréwamp our educational system.
Furthermore, for the evolution of sound educatiosgbtem we need to study the
ideologies of the Eastern and the Western thingacds apply their ideas along with the
new and the modern. The need of the hour is tokcbat a clear cut plan for a
stimulating system of education to produce suchonabuilder through education.
Having the same vision, the present study attemptsanalyze and compare
Vivekananda’s and John Dewey’s philosophy of edanawith relevance to present day
education. The ideologies of Swami Vivekananda Zotth Dewey can be compared as
they are different in the aspects of idealism araymatism. Though much research has
been done on ideologies of Swami Vivekananda ahd Dewey but till date sufficient
researches on comparative studies of Swami Viveldmand John Dewey are not
available. A humble study of the educational idg@e of these two educational entities
is made herewith. The study will, thus, be a sigaiit contribution to understand their
relevance in education system of contemporary Era.
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INTRODUCTION

The most sacred of all creations of God, humarsliéads on two aspects: one biological
and other sociological. If nutrition and reprodoatimaintain and transmit the biological
aspect, the sociological aspect is transmitted @ycation. Man is endowed with
intelligence, remains active and is primarily digtiishable from animals because of
power of reasoning. Man becomes man through edurcéte is what education makes
him. Education is a vital investment for human aednomic development and is widely
considered as most important instrument for thesldgment and progress of a nation.
Since time immemorial, it is estimated as the tasd to progress and prosperity. It will
be right to say that the story of civilization tsetstory of education because being an
important tool to be applied in the existing wottd success; education mitigates the
challenges which we face in life. The process afcation opens doors of opportunities
which enables an individual to achieve better peotpin life as the knowledge gained
through education enables a person’s potentiaktogdtimally utilized owing to training
of the human mind. Without education man is a gpitbslave, reasoning savage. It will
not be wrong to say that education is a sign oésoqty.
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The concept of education has been defined by diftepeople in different ways. The
meaning of education has been changing accordingetple, places and timdohn
locke once said“Plants are developed by cultivation and men by edtation Aristotle
once wrote, “Educated’ men are as much Superior taneducated as the living are to
the dead.”Pestalozzi also defined, Education as “aatural harmonious and
progressive development of man’s innate powers”. Bebel defined education as
“the unfoldment of what is already enfolded in gerni’ it the process by which the
child makes internal external. For Shankracharya, ‘Education is the realization of
self.” Education is possibly one of the core elements$ toatribute to the holistic
development of a person. Similarly, it is educatibat leads an individual to self-
realization which can further establish ultimategeefor human being. Specifically, the
significance of education in making life prosperausl peaceful can’'t be denied without
true education, we cannot understand what lifél steut.

Education is an important tool that is for devetgpan economically prosperous society
and for ensuring equity and justice for all. lcertainly a mean to all round progress of
man. The knowledge gained through education enabldisidual’s potential to be
optimally utilized owing to training of the humanind. The process of education opens
door of opportunities which enables individual thig@ve better prospects in life. Thus
education is an integral part of human life. Tha af education is the development of
valuable personality and spiritual individualityhd true aim of education cannot be other
than highest development of the individual as a bemof society. Education is a sign of
superiorityAristotle once wrote, “Educated men are as much sugior to uneducated

as the living are to be dead”.

Education is probably one of the core elementsdbatribute to the holistic development
of a person. It is defined as the process of dguaipa person’s knowledge, skill and
character by going through a learning processebldsty an educator. Education certainly
is a mean to all round development of man. In otiverds, the way to human
development goes through the lives of educationeldeer, true education is the solitary
basis of achieving one’s purpose in life. It is eahion which can establish ultimate peace
for a human being. The essence of all ancient tecap, messages of scholars and
thinkers of repute have always expounded the irapbo of education in a human
being’'s life. Without education, we cannot underdtavhat life is all about. The
knowledge and skills we receive through educateaily remain with us throughout our
life and make us aware about our existence ancopar life.

The entire effects of human mind, character andsighl strength accord permanence to
intellect, knowledge and values that provide theeband range of education. Indian,
western thinkers and philosophers have greatly rittéd in the development of
educational thoughts and practices. Among the duunist philosophers Swami
Vivekananda and John Dewey, a fusion of East anst\V¢entributed much in the field
of education. Their preaching and practices reléedducational philosophy impacted
immensely education. Vivekananda'’s vision of liferzled with the oriental and Western
culture, spiritual and material values, Vedantajerse and Dewey's pragmatic
philosophy based on learning through experimerisnse and democracy are the most
suitable components for our present-day educaBoth the educationists Vivekananda
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and John Dewey opine that individual needs, interaad impulses must be taken into
account while imparting education. Swami Vivekararah idealist educationist of India,
defined education in the following term&ducation is the manifestation of perfection
already in man.” He further asserted that there should be an unisiit to train teacher
who must go about preaching religion and givingutsceducation to our people.
Representing the Western education, John Deweyeisniost important single force in
the progressive education movement. His philosoping programme have been
variously termed as EXxperimentalism, Functionalism progressivism and
practicalism”. He succeeded in developing a new philosophyeafring and logic of
thinking and laid down the comprehensive philosogbundations that made it possible
for the new education to develop and prosper.

Dewey’s philosophy is fundamentally derivative frams analysis of scientific method.
Experimentalism is one of the basic two terms, Deused to designate his philosophy.
With the ever changing scenario of education aritl thie people coming closer, we need
world citizens and for the creation of such citgehere is an imperative need to reform
the whole educational system and reconstruct dssto include different values of life.
The philosophies of such renowned educationists atane to rescue and reform the
existing education system

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

* To compare the educational ideologies of Swami kéweanda and John Dewey
keeping in view the various aspects of their edanat ideologies.

* To evaluate the relevance of educational ideologfeSwami Vivekananda and
John Dewey in the Contemporary Era

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

* How do both educational entities Swami Vivekanaadd John Dewey differ
with  respect to all aspects of education?

 How far is the educational Ideology of Swami Vivekada relevant in
education system of Contemporary Era?

* How far is the educational Ideology of John Dewelevant in education
system of Contemporary Era?

RATIONALE OF THE STUDY

At the stage of world history in which people andtions are moving closer, it is

important to exchange information on the curreatesof philosophy of education for the
creation of world citizens and for this we needréwamp our educational system.
Furthermore, for the evolution of sound educatiosgdtem we need to study the
philosophies of the Eastern and the Western thinked apply their ideas along with the
new and the modern. There is no denying the fattttie Indian educational system, like
other educational systems of the world, is facihgnges. Though today’s education is
supposed to be child centered, in practice it issw The modern academics do not
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cultivate all the parts of the child’s personaliyl are interested in getting or giving
degrees. Neither the individual nor the nation iprisdbm the type of education being
organized and imparted today. In the present dayditions, where lack of national
solidarity regionalism, castism, violence, corroptiare prevalent, it is the felt need to
have good system of education that would uplift geople of childhood onwards,
physically intellectually, economically, socialljorally as well as spiritually. The need
of the hour is to chalk out a clear cut plan fostemulating system of education to
produce such nation builder through education. ktathe same vision, the present study
attempts to analyze and compare Vivekananda's amh Dewey’s philosophy of
education with relevance to present day educatibime philosophies of Swami
Vivekananda and John Dewey can be compared asatieegifferent in the aspects of
idealism and pragmatism. Though much research kas lbone on philosophies of
Swami Vivekananda and John Dewey but till dateiciefit researches on comparative
studies of Swami Vivekananda and John Dewey araveitable. A humble study of the
educational ideologies of these two educationatiestis made herewith. The study will,
thus, be a significant contribution to understahdirt relevance in present education
system.

TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES FOR PRESENT STUDY

Due to the philosophical nature of the study, hlistd and philosophical method will be
employed. The scope of the present study is dedntb relevance of educational
ideologies of Vivekananda and John Dewey. Thereefees from various books,
journals, etc. have been used extensively.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGIES OF S WAMI
VIVEKANANDA AND JOHN DEWEY.

A: Following are the aspects that attract attentiontfe comparative analysis and
interpretation of educational ideologies of Vivekada and John Dewey.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF BIOGRAPHICAL ASPECT

Swami Vivekananda or (NarendraNath Dutta as he eedied at home) was born in
orthodox family belonging into Eastern society. iRkas rightly been said that a person
is the product of his environment. NarendraNath t®sit personality was greatly
influenced by his mother as she tried hard to dmvseeds of bravery and spirituality in
him in childhood. Despite his short span schooliNgrendra was an extra ordinary
learner. His mother told him tales of the Mahabtsarand the Ramayana. In his
childhood, he perceived lathi play, fencing, wrestl rowing and other such sports. He
joined college for higher study at the college bapacities were well applauded by
teacher Prof. William Hastie.

On the contrary, John Dewey hailed from Westernetpavas born in the middle class
family, in the pre-industrial town of Vermont. Deyéas also been endowed with the
best capacities to learn from his mother Luciana whs an intellectual woman. She laid
stress on moral Judgment rather than religiougtifama
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Before 18' birthday, Dewey under the University of Vermomihoured hard and topped
the class. The early life of both these philosoprsems to be diametrically opposite.
Vivekananda had very happy and carefree, fun fildkildhood, whereas Dewey’s
childhood was laden with responsibilities. Vivekada had an exposure to the
intellectual discussion with his father and friendlsere as Dewey was exposed to the
Practicality in his life. Vivekananda faced muchrdship whereas Dewey led life of die
hardships. It is very interesting to know that \kKeeanda was an astonishingly good
orator that he could hold the audience the spalhbawith his dynamic personality and
more dynamic voice, language and stylbe Parliament of Religionsat Chicago in
America is the witness of his oratory style. Jorewey, on the other hand was timid and
unsure as a speaker so much he took training iougtms to improve the skill of
speaking.

After theParliament of Religions the ten years of intense activity of preachingtimg
and exhorting by Vivekananda culminated in theldslament of a Monastic order called
the Rama Krishna Mission. The Rama Krishna order @t less than a hundred and
twenty five centers scattered all over the world,America alone there are fourteen
centers. The centers cultivated and propagated/d¢danta way of life both in the East
and West.

Dewey, on the other hand, led a life of intensévagtby studying the programmes of
elementary school. He found that there was no dozation between the various levels
of schooling, methods and learning activities.

He began to search for an alternative that woulegirate educational psychological and
philosophical ideas. Vivekananda was a bachelmerg staunch stead fast one and he
was wandering monk for a long while. The influemcfactors on Vivekananda were his
mother, Rama Krishna Parmahansa, wandering thratiginoia and his associations
with various monks, ascetics, learned men etc. Dewe the other hand, had the
influence of his mother, Hegel Willian James, Meiaind also Alice Chipmen, his wife, a
lady with deep interest in philosophy. She hadgonaus independent mind and strong
interest in social issues. Her attributes of thatkacted as intellectual stimulants to her
husband’s thoughts.

After living a full life of 93 years, Dewey died ithe capacity of Prof. Emeritus of the
University of Columbia in 1952. Quite contrastingWfivekananda, lived a short span of
life and died at a very early age of 39 years mgiygng his life much, but contributing a
lot to the world.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF IDEOLOGIES OF LIFE OF SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA AND JOHN DEWEY

Swami Vivekananda had a firm belief in welfare afrfanity. The basic ideology of life,
according to Swami Vivekananda, was worship of itieat is equivalent to the worship
of God because God has manifested himself in mareriphasized on the importance of
unity and tolerance among the mankind. Unity wibhetance is one of the primary
figures associated with the philosophy of Pragmati&ccording to Dewey, life can be
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called by different name*xperimentalism” “Functionalism” “Progressivism” and
above all Pragmatism”. He emphasized on the dynamic and ever changiaigcter of
life. In the words of John Dewey, nothing is ultima everything is provisional.
Knowledge is means and never an end in itselfp tiuithat which works and fulfills our
purpose. There are no fixed ultimate values. Alluga are subjective and change
according to time and situations.

Vivekananda’s vision of life was a fusion of théemtal and the Western culture coupled
with spiritual and material values, science and ared and Yoga. On the other hand,
Dewey is Pragmatic in his approach. His philosophyased on éxperimentalism,
science and democracy.”

Vivekananda preached the basic unity of truth wheckexternal from which all other
truths find their rightful place, explanation aredation to the scheme of knowledge. On
the other hand, Dewey sees no difference betweewlkdge and experience. In the
words of John Dewey, knowledge is the only restiNarious types of experiences and
did not believe in predetermined truth. Dewey dod accept the permanence of truth or
reality.

Vivekananda sees the living God is within every m&arvice to the mankind is the
highest goal. The best image to worship God is mha resides in every human heart.
Self control and self realization have to be achtkevihe secret of religion lies not in
theories but in practice. He wanted to mould Indtaiture towards spiritual direction.
On the other hand, Dewey did not believe in anystexice of divine power. He had
strong faith in the power of man. He stated thah mél have to make his own path for
his development and progress. Man will have to ddm his creative intelligence.

Both Dewey and Vivekananda worked for the progmssociety, nation and Universe.

In the words of John Dewey, the function of philaisp is not to know the world but to

control and improve it. The function of philosopisyconcerned with the study of the
social problems that arise because of the interadtetween democracy, industry and
science. He believed in social change. On the dthed, Vivekananda felt that it is our
mental attitude which makes the world what is fer Human being and unfolding of the
divinity manifested in himself should be goal df@lganized efforts.

Both Dewey and Vivekananda accepted Philosophyetorie part of culture. Dewey’s

philosophy is fundamentally deviated from his asmyf scientific method. In the words

of Dewey, philosophy to be significant and intediy must be scientific. Vivekananda
was against the scientific methods in philosophg.recommended that literature, arts,
science and other branches of knowledge shouldviea g new form

CONCEPT OF EDUCATION

In the words of Vivekananda, education is man-mgkiEducation is acquiring
knowledge, formation of character and developmédngomial traits. Education should
lead to nationalism and broader internationalisnenebs education, for Dewey, is the

http://oiirj.org/oiirj/ejournal/ ISSN 227-245¢




International Educational E-Journal, {Quarterly$3N 2277-2456, Volume-VI, Issue-Il, Apr-May-Junel20

development of all these capacities in the indiglduhich will enable him to control his
environment and fulfill his responsibilities.

Both Dewey and Vivekananda rooted their educatiaieds and doctrines in psychology
and approached educational problems psychologically

Both of them accepted that education should devieghidden power of the individual
and provide him with the necessary competencieke&aling a happy life.

In the words of Dewey, education is the fundamentathod of social progress and
reforms. The aim of education is self realizatitinshould enable one to control his
environment and fulfill his possibilities. In theovds of Vivekananda, education is not
only social progress but also the spiritual evoluton this earth. Education should be
clearing house of culture and ideas, cultures rtilggato distant land. Education should
preserve and conserve culture and to bring abazialschange. Education is acquiring
knowledge, formation of character and developmdngomial traits. Education should
develop the physical, mental, vital and spirituattp of the child’s personality.

In the words of Dewey, school being a miniatureso€iety is a small community and
attitudes, values and modes of behaviour which lcaveency in national life are bound
to be reflected in the schools. Collective workl#ea the child to understand the aim and
purposes to work. On the other hand, Vivekanandsted that education equips person
for struggle of life. Education should enable asperto stand on their own legs that is
self sufficiency.

Education for both Dewey and Vivekananda shouldirbegt birth and continue
throughout one’s life. Dewey specially said thati@tion is not preparation for life but
life itself.

AIMS OF EDUCATION

Both the philosophers don't differ much regardihg taim of education as they are the
staunch supporters of the fact that education leisinparted according to the needs and
interest and impulses of the children. They acakpte aims of education should be
cultivation of individuality. Free activity, leammg through experience, acquisition of
skills and techniques as a means of achieving isndtal in this ever-changing world.

Both Dewey and Vivekananda have sought to ful# #ims of education on the bases of
psychology. According to them, educational aim nhestin conformity with the social
and economics changers of everyday life. They aabedc that socio friendly
environment successfully creates social awakenimgng children. According to Dewey,
aim of education should not be preparation for igeligelihood rather the part and
process of everyday living. In the words of Viveada, a child must be made enabled
to channelize his latent power leading him to subtion and divinity.

Both Dewey and Vivekananda supported the practispéct of education and stressed on
importance of conducting workshops to make thedckdlf-sufficient. Both Dewey and
Vivekananda stamped on learning through experiebearning does not come from

http://oiirj.org/oiirj/ejournal/ ISSN 227-245¢




International Educational E-Journal, {Quarterly$3N 2277-2456, Volume-VI, Issue-Il, Apr-May-Junel20

listening but come from doing, self analysis antf sesight. Education must aim at
merely the development of infinite courage, pateerand energy. Education is that
furthers renunciation. Apart from this both of #ducationists stressed on the importance
of developing nationalism and universal brotherhaond character building on the whole
as the aim of education. Thus, according to Vivakaa and John Dewey, the aim of
education is to bring out the full advantage adittis inherent in man.

CONCEPT OF CURRICULUM

Curriculum being the content of education is deermthe practical side of philosophy.
Curriculum in the form of a course run to achievgaal embodies all the experience
which is utilized by the school to attain the aifmreducation and must be in conformity
with the futuristic aim of education. On the contcepcurriculum, affinities in the view
point of Dewey and Vivekananda existed that edooatshould be such a life
transforming process that begins with birth andtiooe till death. Both firmly believed
that education should tear off that veil of ignararso that the knowledge shines forth as
an illuminating torch to enliven all the cornersatthieve fullness of the latent perfection.
Both did not ignore material prosperity. Curriculunust be flexible rather than being
fixed to satisfy the needs, enrich the traits anctivate the hidden powers of the
individual. The primary root of all education adty lies in distinctive impulsive
attitudes and activities of child. The curriculunush be organized around the child’s
activities and not the subjects.

The curriculum must aim at the development of graéed personals and consist of
activities grown out of child’s interest impulsesdaexperience that lead to reconstruction
of experience. According to Dewey, curriculum mhbst planned keeping in view the
essentials first and refinement second. His esdentiere the fundamental concerns like
food, clothing and shelter Vivekananda also haddinglar view for this. Both gave
importance to vocational subjects and wanted toereducation self-supporting in all
respects. Economic independence should be the famtoaspect of education. They
stressed on vocational subjects. Both were havimgas ideas on the inclusion of art,
aesthetic, moral education in the curriculum. Moeaducation should be imported
through basic experience of the child i.e. by pcattexperiences not by text books. The
religion can be made to feel in child through sceerotherwise it becomes formal,
hypocritical and a mass of dogmas. The supremeianisd Vivekananda was to spread
the gospel of Vedas and Upanishédsse, awake and not till goal is reached”.The
corner stone of education, according to Vivekanamdss religious education. For this,
he recommended the teachings of lives of greattsadh all lands. According to
Vivekananda, Religion must be a living experience within onesélf He was very keen
in spiritual development as well as economic andens prosperity. Vivekananda
wanted to synthesize the study of Vedanta, ReligiRitilosophy, theology and western
education that was the requirement of the day. Tdupcated the education to suit the
cultural needs of people and national traditiortse @ifference lies only in the fact that
Vivekananda emphasized on ethics while Dewey omwtioed and utilitarian subjects.
Vivekananda gave important place to humanities edwerDewey to scientific and
sociological based subjects. Dewey strongly gagemenendations that curriculum must
be organized around child’s activities not subjediekananda, on the other hand,
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recommended the study of language, especially magitanguages, Sanskrit, link
language and English.

CONCEPT OF METHODS

Regarding the methods both the educationist bali¢hrat method is a link between the
students, the teacher and subject matter and emptam the psychological methods of
teaching and learning Vivekananda was very muchawour of Vedic methods of
teaching sitting at the feet &charya or the Guru or the teacher through a close
contact. For this, he gave importancectmcentration, meditation, Brahmacharya,
faith, reverence, discussionstudy of scriptures in all which teacher is the facilitator.
Dewey, on the other hand, is quite against thetiomél methods of teaching through
direct experience. Knowledge should arise from oetecand meaningful situatiorf#ll
learning must come by product of action and never@something learnt directly for
its sake”. The methods suggested by Dewey are experience dstpooject method,
method of integration, problem solving method adouay to child’s interest, learning by
activity and experience whereas, the methods stegjéy Vivekananda are questioning
method, conversation method, inductive and dedectivethod, play way method,
lecture, debate, discussion methods. The most esigglitamethod by Vivekananda was
concentration, meditation and Brahmacharya.

ROLE OF TEACHER

In the process of education, teacher is the piodaidt and the heart of the matter. The
true text book for student is his teacher. Teadghehe person who has the maximum
potential opportunity to train, cultivate and shaftee moral of members of the
community at their most impressionable age. Despémg the predetermination of
curriculum, timetable and methods, the teacher ineigfiven academic freedom.

The National Policy in Education of 1986 saygachers have to play a pivotal role in

reforming education at all levels. In order that they can play this role, they should
be inspired by creative idealism and feel pride irtheir profession. Suitable steps
should be taken to improve the professional compeatee of teachers at all levels. The
academic freedom of teachers to conduct research @nmake experiment and

innovation should be assured”(National Policy on Education 1986).

Pointing out the keen affinities on the teachethhimhn Dewey and Vivekananda said
that teacher, being a senior mature partner imilegrprocess, has to keep himself
dynamically abreast of the moving times and uptateself with innovative techniques
of teaching and command over skills and methodeaxthing. Vivekananda, on teacher,
further added that a person who has all the dadicatlevotion, a feeling of sacrifice
required to mould the personas of his pupils shodéderve to be the teacher.
Vivekananda advocated the Gurukul system where bedbher and taught dwell in
togetherness and generate better understandingobf @her. As for the aspects, they
both differ, is that Vivekananda opined that teadt®uld set an example of himself i.e.
good example but John Dewey did not think so. Hie et best moral training is not to
be imparted by the teacher rather by the varioambkrelationships with each other.
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According to National Policy of Education of 19&6teacher’s status reflects the socio
cultural of society. It should be on the part af tBovt. and community that they should
create such situations to motivate teachers fostcoctivism. They must be given due
freedom to be innovative and devise suitable metlodbdommunications apt for students
and communities as well.

CONCEPT OF DISCIPLINE

Discipline reflects the philosophy of life. The tvaeologists believed that freedom of
the individual should be revered whether it's teaabr student. Discipline, according to
both the philosophers, is the most important fooatin running of one’s own life in
society. Teacher according to them, is a guidelopbpher, a facilitator for learners
keeping in mind the psychology of students. Botlioadted that no undue domination
and excessive authority should be exercised oueests. Self-discipline is an ideal aim
of education advocated by both. Such environmermulsh be created by giving
opportunities of working together according to autes and interests .Children remain
disciplined when they are deeply involved in treativities. According to them, freedom
results in obedience; imposed discipline alwaysiltesn wrong consequences. Teacher
is not superior to sermonize or command. Both eirthwere very much against the
enforcement of external discipline and favoureceimself discipline.

According to Vivekanandd,Shradha, faith in one’s own self makes an individal
strong” “Concentration” “Brahmacharya (celibacy)” “ Chastity” are the different
practices which will enable the individuals to pesstrong personalities. Discipline has
been learnt by children themselves.

Dewey also gave stress on individual freedom andfd cemtrol. Discipline has to be
caught and not taught. Sufficiently taught out plaand activities always keep the
students engrossed. The point to differ by the atimaists is that for DeweyStandard
for Discipline is not silent room or how the kindsof tools and materials are being
used by the teacher.”Vivekananda on the other hand sdiflach one teaches himself
and any kind of undue domination and excessive authity will only bring negative
results in the child ,if you don’t allow one to beame a lion he will became a fox.”

CONCEPT OF VALUES

Having viewed the ideas ®fational Policy of Education 1986t is evident that value
education was given a very important place in oducational system paying due
attention to our traditions and culture. Values dam cultivated among children.
Regarding values both the philosophers differ orious aspects. Vivekananda came
closest to the idea that age old traditions antue® should never ever be neglected
whereas Dewey believed there are no fixed valuesgternal and ultimate values.
According to him, human values are important. Hislgsophy ‘pragmatism’is also
called‘humanism.’

Vivekananda gave utmost importance to religion @adality to cultivate good manners
and strength of character in coming generation.dl$oare to be voluntarily caught. No
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antithesis exists between religion and educati@ligi®us inclination cultivates values in
men and unifies a society. On the other hand, Ddexyured democracy as a way of life
to mould the individual, make a society and cutevaemocratic values. Individuals
should have the flexibility to learn sharing andirg, tolerance and co-operation etc.
Dewey stressed on the significance of adjustmeatpperation, team spirit, bold
mindedness etc. There should be no barrier betweeple as they come in way of
peaceful existence.

Vivekananda recommendé¥oga’. According to him, Yoga would bring a balance
between the physical and mental faculties of irdligls. A sound mind lives in a sound
body was the principle on which Vivekananda alwageke.On the other hand, Dewey
did not believe in the wisdom of the past or ag® \lues. The chief contribution of

Dewey to value education is with regard to demogcrand its value. His value is

pragmatism that is naturalistic, scientific, preati,social and human in purpose.

Vivekananda gave importance to values that areeguioy the heart, while Dewey
encouraged values which are guided by the headeKdivanda paved the way for
idealistic and pragmatic approach whereas Dewegndiefd totally on pragmatic yet both
the philosophers have affinities in their view gsinThey called for developing the
values likepatriotism, freedom and courage.Dewey was speaking to a fast moving
American youth and the new generation, whereasRdiwanda addressed Indians who
tried die-hard to free themselves from the Britishe

Both the philosophers’ ideas about value for padamf-existence can very well be seen
in National Policy of Education 1986.Ultimately both advocated the importance of
balance of right and duties, patriotism and indelgece.

HOW FAR IS THE EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGY OF SWAMI VIVEKA NANDA
RELEVANT IN EDUCATION SYSTEM OF CONTEMPORARY ERA?

A: Swami Vivekananda, the youth icon, taught on Hatbad and very deep aspects
whether it's spiritualism, universal values, redigj education or character building. His
eternal ideologies influenced his contemporaries still continuing to do even to the
present day. The society today is much differenit possible for today’s youth to live
and work like Vivekananda and find solutions to teomporary problems following his
teachings? The answer‘yes’ if followed. A unique feature of Vivekananda’s ¢eangs

is that they are of universal nature. Swami Vivelk@ta said of education that the
education that does not teach a human self-cordelaand self respect is useless.
Children should be imparted positive education,oenage learning, and encourage
guestioning. Pamper the child, no corporal punisitmao fear should exist in the
classroom. On the contrary, what kind of educai®ibeing imparted? According to
Vivekananda, teaching is bi-directional and in ortteteach a child something that is
really needed to do is to enkindle interest, araugé@sity in child to learn by himself.
With prodding by asking easy question, patting warg correct answer, with patience
the child gains confidence. Hence, by Vivekanandmested methods of education even
below-average children can be taught difficult @pts and be able to think on their own.
If the child is not able to learn, repeat everythmently till the concept clarity is not
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acquired. Vivekananda said every child knows somgttPerfection already exists in
man”. Ratio in the class should be replaced by overceaadass. Self discipline needs
to be taught through teacher's own example. As $eif-sufficiency regarding
employment, what happens when category is giveruanchportance. Despite being
eligible and unfilled posts discrimination is made religion and caste. In India, this
discrimination is being made for centuries. Onetleg major aims of education by
Vivekananda is man making and character-buildiogiuption is rampant in the form of
bribery, tax, peddling influence. Vivekananda readi that the inculcation of values
among youth is strongly needed. Though Sciencetecithology has enabled man to
achieve great prosperity and power yet has rendéwgdan beings soulless and
unsympathetic. Swami Vivekananda ji stressed th#t spiritual humanism it can be
balanced by love and respect for all fellow humamgs. According to the Vedanta
philosophy of Vivekanandatma is intrinsically divine and one must be pure ihra
actions and be good to other fellow beings. As tmn liasic of his general philosophy
.Swami Ji urged the country to work for the emaatgn of woman education. He
suggested not thinking of people as men and womém$ human beings. He said that
Atman has neither gender nor caste .It is unfadglisariminate between genders as well
as caste. In the words of Vivekananda, no sustEndévelopment can be made if
women empowerment does not occur. Ideal womanh®adotherhood and Sita is still
the ideal of Indian womanhood but ironically conpamary plight of women is social
insecurity and social stigma. Death of Damini, Dglang rape victim is not an isolated
case that raises voice for women social insecurityg number of rape cases in India has
doubled. Vivekananda'’s teachings are not mereltorteeor visionary principles’ but are
simple ideas which can be applied at micro levelbring about reforms in the existing
system.

Not solely women, children too are in deplorablendibon due to malnutrition. On
character building, Vivekananda said that a cotmtfyture depends on its people.
According to Vivekananda, today’s youth must giyeaonceit, suspicion, and learn to
work for the common good. He preached to youthrggyiNeither money pays nor
name pays, nor fame, nor learning; it is the charaer that cleave through
adamantine walls of difference”. Regarding the service to mankind Vivekananda said,
“Do not stand on a high pedestal and take five cestand say hey, my poor man but
be grateful that poor man is there so that by makig a gift to him, you are able to
help yourself. It is not receiver that is blessedhut it is the giver”. As for national
integration, Swami Ji preached that in spite of bartess linguistic, ethnic and cultural
diversities, India is a land of unity. He striveadinstill in the youth a fearless valour to
come forward for the sake of nation. He has firielbén the potential thatmy faith in
the younger generation the modern generation, outfahem will come my workers”.
Supreme value of youth, according to Vivekananddimsescribable precious period
of life”. Nation can be saved from the ruins with the pad#gtinfinite strength of the
youth. If we all follow his teachings, there is hiolg impossible to achieve for the youth
in particular and nation in general.

Q5: HOW FAR IS THE EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGY OF JOHN DEW EY
RELEVANT IN EDUCATION SYSTEM OF CONTEMPORARY ERA?
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A: John Dewey being one of the most influent thinkersthe history of modern
educational theory is nothing less than a rockistdine field of education. John Dewey
has made the significant contribution in the depelent of educational thinker in 20
century. His ideas and approaches revolutionized fodern schooling today. John
Dewey played probably most famous role in proguessducation that essentially views
education that stressed on the need of learnirdping. Dewey believed that child learns
through kinesthetic approach that is hands on agbroHis view of class was deeply
rooted in democratic ideas based on his philosogdya democracy a way of life.
Students must interact with their environment t@mdand learn. He also felt that
teachers and taught must learn together. Realitst i@ experienced. His approach of
learning revolves around child centeredness. Iddadi differences must be kept in mind
whether a student is visual, auditory or kinestheHducation, according to Dewey,
should be for both hands and mind of children. $tleool divorced from life must be
reunited with it through activities to extend inidival social environment. As for the
aims, John Dewey did not believe in fixed aims a@fieation. According to Dewey, the
aim of education is in the process its&he process of education is a continuous
process of adjustment, having its aim at every stagand added capacity of growth.”

A child centered approach to education plays emgphas dwelling on the needs and
interests of children. Children, in Dewey’s viewhosld be allowed to explore their
environment. John Dewey was the staunch advocatpragmatism. According to
Dewey, children are not sent to school for accutraaof facts rather to explore the
world and learn by activity. For example, learnhigtory from a lecture does not arouse
the curiosity among students. Instead of this, thayst be made to consider how
historical events have affected those who livedugh that era. Instead of beingYes
Man “beliefs should be considered in connection to egnences in the world. John
Dewey’s approach of learning by doing is practigethe class room around the world
and has changed the way, educator presents knosvieti)the student learns. Dewey’s
instrumentalism is of belief that practice and tiyeare linked where as traditional
education is focused on more on curriculum andédgei Dewey believed that traditional
education was strict whereas progressive educasigpontaneous and individualized
based on learner’s interest. As, according to Dewleydren are the most oppressed ones
their new situation forces both parents and childtee demand thrust upon them. The
progressive approach, advocated by Dewey, woutdusdite and fortify the building of a
democratic order of free and equal citizens. The sehool system envisaged by Dewey
will take over the functions and compensate for tbheses sustained by the old
institutions. The school must be made into a samalkre capable of participating in the
daily life of the community.

As for discipline, Dewey is against the dogmatnl dixed methods of discipline. He
gave preference to the spontaneous and intermapliine. He urged that science nature-
study, art, manual training should be given prenedeover reading writing and
arithmetic. Dewey asserted activities involving #mergetic side of the child’s individual
nature and aptitude should take first place. Thesemt continuous comprehensive
evaluation, formative, summative assessments, oicalar activities, sports, cultural
festivals are the manifestations of his philosopbgwey rejected commercial minded
approach to elementary education. Education shgiutelevery child the chance to grow
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up spontaneously harmoniously and all sidedly. Egelde should be child-centered. As
for man making, Dewey stated that socially deseajlalities could not be brought forth
in child by pouring a readymade curriculum intoasgive vessel. School should integrate
to the society. Sometimes the children should benpeed to go outdoors and enter the
everyday life of their community instead of beingusup in the class roomWhere
each pupil sit at a desk and studies the same past lesson from textbook”. The child
can freely realize his capacities only in an unalzséd environment as child learns better
through personal experience. Educational excursgamsbe organized every now and
then.The projects method, learning by doing, problem seing method suggested by
Dewey foster child’s critical mind. Interest shoud@ motive for all work. Dewey’s
pragmatic ideas have inspired many modificationsha traditional curriculum, use of
ICT in education and methods corresponding to tiistrial revolution in commerce
and economics. Dewey recommends for the similamghain education .Dewey’s
experimental method applies to scientific knowleddehn Dewey gave great importance
to values. Values the child can obtain in the dg@s they emerge only in individual and
social how of events. Pragmatism is based on theem of human values through the
participation in NSS, NCC, and other communal aiiis.

The National Policy of Education aimed at the education ofwhole man with
commitment to higher values” Contemporary India’s political and social lifepassing
through a phase which poses a danger of erosidongfaccepted values. Thus, the
philosophical ideology of John Dewey is most reldvio present day requirements
whether its education, society or democracy or making and self sufficiency.

RESEARCHER’S VIEWS

The contemporary era popularly known as the nuatear humans are standing at the
cross-roads of survival. There are only two patbsnoto them, to develop peaceful and
happy global society or to take the path to coneptitstruction of the entire human race.
The need of the hour is to re-establish the peadeharmony in the society. Here at this
hopeless juncture, the great philosophies of baotand Vivekananda from East and John
Dewey from West can come to a rescue. The eduedtidaas of Swami Vivekananda
and John Dewey stand good for all times becausg #me practically applicable.
Contemporary education system can be reformed bypulating their ideas and ideals
and new dynamic system of education can be formedilat

Swami Vivekananda’s vision of life blended withemtal and western culture, spiritual
and material values sciences coupled with VedantaRewey’s pragmatic philosophy
based on experimentalism, science and democradhanmmost suitable components for
our education. Both Vivekananda and Dewey workedHe prosperity of the nation in
particular and the world at large. They insisteak flor a nation to prosper it is a crucial
for its citizen to be responsive and responsiblee Tatch words of democracy are
liberty, equality, fraternity and justice. The syst of education should be supplemented
by training of mind, with the incorporation of Yaoghe study of Vedas, in the curriculum
and inculcate the values to lead children from desk to light. Following this aspect of
their philosophy, on the clarion call of Prime Miter of India Sh. Narendra Modi World
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Yoga Divas on 21st June is observed to rescueahemfrom physical ailments and for
unity of body and soul.

Whereas Dewey stressed on democracy and societhughever relevant in present era.
As for methods suggested by Vivekananda, concémradiscussion, concrete to
abstract and Dewey’s experimental learning by dotegching through activity and
project method, problem solving will develop reflea and critical thinking among
children and will help the citizens to be self siéint. Being a teacher in present era
means being equipped or endowed with 21 centujssiBoth the educationists are
against the dogmatic and authoritative disciplinereised by the teacher. To make the
education stress-free, the teacher must have séhsenour.

THE FINDINGS SAY THAT THE THOUGHTS OF BOTH THE PHIL OSOPHER
COME ALIVE WITH RECOMMENDATION OF COMMISSION:

* Knowledge is inherent in man

» Experiential learning should be stressed upon.

* Rote learning must be discouraged in Teaching lie@iArocess.

» Everybody has right to education.

» Sufficient space should be created for the leatbenake theory and practices
alive.

» Education is for man making and self-sufficiency.

* Women education must be promoted.

» Education can be made less stressful for littlédotan by taking the burden from
their shoulders and real joy of learning can besgated in the classroom.

* Value education should be indispensible part ofemlucation.

* The teacher as the creator of students must bexmtgd with new innovations in
educational arena to make the teaching dynamigsesgtammatic.

* Modern Education demands for the study of Vedasthadiographies of great
philosophers and educationists to save the woolah fiuins.

» Learning together is beneficiary for every child.

» If you want to teach, learn from the child. Idept8trengths not Limitations

e Inculcate mutual respect and inter dependence.

» Accept difference, celebrate diversity.

CONCLUSION

We all are aware that education is a concept whiad a very wide meaning as it
encompasses the entire life of an individual aradesp. It is a life transforming process.
Philosophers like Swami Vivekananda from East astthdDewey from West have seen
education from different point of the views and @édaxpressed their own outlooks on
education. The objective of this study was to armlgomparatively the educational
ideologies of Hindu Monk, Swami Vivekananda and ithek star of modern education,
John Dewey and the relevance of their educatiatedlogies in the context of modern
Indian education. A critical analysis of Vivekanafsl educational thoughts has been
through a psycho-metaphysical approach. Vivekanavatanot a cold theoretician but a
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warm hearted prophet. Different aspects of humamldpment as combined in Vedanta
have been exposed with the concepts of individaaébpment for modern man making.
Vedanta and Yoga concept of education as pavedaayns Vivekananda might offer a
solution to the crisis of Indian education todaywekananda emphasized unity among all
human beings at national and international level.Vivekananda, education was not
only collection of information but something moreaningful, he felt education should
be man making, life giving and character buildiig.him, education was an assimilation
of noble ideas“Education is not the amount of information that you put into your
brain and runs not there, undigested, all your life We must have life building, man
making, character making, and assimilation of ideaslf you assimilated five ideas
and made them your life and character, you have mer education than any man,
who has got by heart a whole library.” He also stamped on the aim of education,
curriculum, methods and role of teacher, disciplne values. Vivekananda, on the role
of teacher, said that teacher should be like a .YHgi should have the knowledge of
scriptures yet dynamic in his approach and asbeststudents as a mentor, guide and
facilitator. He should possess the spiritual fobased on love for the students. Aim of
education, according to him, must be man-makingationalisation, self sufficiency and
self realization. He explained that education stiawdt be traced as a means of acquiring
power over the pupil but as a means of nourishiagiowth.

On the contrary, John Dewey held different viewsnfrVivekananda. Dewey regarded
education as a part of life. Dewey regarded traimgoral and pragmatic. Dewey’s
pragmatic philosophy based on experimentalism, 8eieand Democracy is the most
suitable component for our present day educati@ecoAling to Dewey, education is not
a preparation for life rather it is the living itlseEducation is the process of living
through a continuous reconstruction of experienttedevelops all those capacities in
individual which will enable him to control his emynment and to fulfill his possibilities.

Pragmatic education is basically practical so mifgt it requires progressive schools
which aim at establishing democratic values amdnlglien. Morality can be developed

through active participation because such particpan social activities like NSS,NCC,

visits to social NGO'’s, Special Schools and old hgmes trains the child in shouldering
responsibility for society.

In the words of John Dewey, educational process thasaspects-psychological and
social. As the impact of Dewey’s educational plolaisy led to active teaching; attention
is being paid to pinnacles of child psychology whiguide the educator in creating an
atmosphere suitable for developing social consciess. Dewey’s pragmatism, in spirit it
is naturalistic, in method it's scientific and ptiaal, in purpose it is social and human. It
strongly believes in the reality of change ovempamence, the relativity of values, the
social and biological nature of man, the importaotelemocracy as a way of life, the
value of critical intelligence in all humans contian etc. Social virtues are of great
importance to Dewey. The project method is alsort#silt of Dewey’s idea. Games,
objects, manual skills in curriculum are being emeged. Dewey’s thinking and
educational ideals also led to faith in universatl somprehensive development of
child’s personality. Despite being different on igas educational aspects both have
affinities in their educational ideologies too.
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In a nutshell, it can be said that the synthesithefideas of these two philosophers and
educationists with Indian National Policy of Educatwill lead to the relevance of their
educational ideologies in the present day educatiorekananda’s vision of life blended
with oriental and western culture, spiritual andenal values, Vedanta and science with
Dewey’s pragmatic philosophy based on experimesrtglscience and democracy are the
most suitable components for our present day eduncat
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