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           Poetry, one of the literary forms, is taught at every level in the class. Teaching 
poetry, however, gives pleasure or satisfaction when a student can understand better. 
Hence, poetry is taught at undergraduate class in various angles. the poem is taught under 
two levels – literary analysis of the poem and the evaluation for the test of the student. 
The poem is taught through literary criticism as well as linguistic analysis of the text. 
Then it covers the theme of the poem which is analysed through deep structure; and the 
style of the poem, that is analyzed through surface structure. A teacher can present the 
poem in tone that a student may understand a rhythmical flow of the verse. Poetry is well 
suited to the active classroom. The potential power of teaching poetry depends on active 
student engagement with both poetic language and meaning. Apart from teaching poetry, 
test of the student is necessary that a student may understand it or not. At last, the teacher 
should prepare three-level evaluations. 
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Introduction: 
           Teaching poetry offers the literature instructor some of the most fundamental, 
immediate, active, even physical ways to engage students in learning. Ironically, not very 
long ago everyone assumed that teaching poetry was at the center of teaching the 
mysteries of literature, a sacred rite of the New Criticism, conducted in an atmosphere of 
intense and manly collegial consensus. No teacher ever uses one method alone. In 
planning and teaching a poetry course, a professor will draw on many techniques, but the 
best course will include more active than teacher-centered methods 
           Teaching poetry offers the literature instructor some of the most fundamental, 
immediate, active, even physical ways to engage students in learning. Poetry is the full of 
creative activity. It is less like art than a nature and human nature. Poetry is as old as 
language. On the Wikiepedia Website Langston Hughes says, “Poetry is the human soul 
entire, squeezed like a lemon or a lome. Drop by drop, into atomic words.” (WEB) 
Poetry, one of the literary forms, is taught at every level in the class. Teaching poetry, 
however, gives pleasure or satisfaction when a student can understand better. Hence, 
poetry is taught at undergraduate class in various angles. Poetry may be taught as a 
literary form. Ironically, not very long ago everyone assumed that teaching poetry was at 
the center of teaching the mysteries of literature. According to Phillip Mallett, “Poetry is 
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the most challenging kind of literary writing. In your first reading you may well not 
understand what the poem is about. Don’t jump too swiftly to any conclusions about the 
poem’s meaning.” (Mallett, 6). The goal of these activities is to bring poetry out of the 
textbook and closer to the lives of students. 
 
The Methods of Teaching Poetry : 
           Teaching poetry has been always a difficult task. There are, on the brader scale, 
two methods of teaching poetry. The common technique that is used to teach is the 
traditional method. Here a poem is introduced with a paraphrase and extraneous details 
are furnished as and when the poem is read aloud in the class. However, this method is 
wrought with many disadvantages. On the Wikipedia Website, Ted Hughes says, “A 
renowned poet of the post-modern age, a poem is an assembly of living parts moved by a 
single spirit. The living parts are the words, the images, and the rhymes.” (WEB) The 
second method is the critical analysis of the poem. Here the poem is tought by following 
linguistics style. The poem is also explored with deep structure by using stylistic 
approach. One of the most effective ways to show students how poetic language works is 
to have them compare a poem with a prose statement of the same theme, or compare two 
or more poems on similar themes. 
 
Teaching poetry :  
           No teacher ever uses one method alone. In planning and teaching a poetry course, 
a professor will draw on many techniques, but the best course will include more active 
than teacher-centered methods. A teacher may introduce the title, poet’s work, theme, 
structure, content, form and style of the poem. Thus, the poem is taught under two levels 
– literary analysis of the poem and the evaluation for the test of the student. 
Understanding poetry was taught as a man’s job, a triumph of reason over emotion. But 
these days poetry has been dislodged from the center of the literary curriculum by fiction, 
drama, cultural studies, and even literary theory. Teachers lament that students find it 
difficult and intimidating. 
           It is said on the Wikipedia website that “In the UK, writes Stephen Regan, debates 
over English and the national curriculum have ignored poetry as a distinct genre, so that 
while the poetry festivals flourish, some undergraduate students are likely to arrive at 
university with Chapter 4 Teaching Poetry little or no interest in poetry, confessing that 
they don’t know how to read it and therefore can’t be expected to understand or 
appreciate it.” (WEB) Ann Thompson too remarks that “many students don’t like poetry 
very much, and they particularly resist poetry that is difficult.” Collins argues that 
teaching poetry offers some fundamental cognitive and intellectual skills, and that 
reading a poem “replicates the way we learn and think.” (WEB) He sees many parallels 
between poetry and learning. 
           The poem is taught through literary criticism as well as linguistic analysis of the 
text. Then it covers the theme of the poem which is analysed through deep structure; and 
the style of the poem, that is analysed through surface structure. On the other hand, 
translating a poem from English language to target language or mother tongue cannot 
create the literary taste of the poem. Therefore teaching poetry remains a literary 
phenomenon worthy of serious scrutiny that comes from the conscious organization of 
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the language in a form. Thus, poetry is taught at undergraduate class by following various 
methods. A teacher should enjoy teaching poetry and make student satisfactions of 
literary art. 
 
Literary Analysis of the poem : 
           A poem conveys a variety of genres. It gives specific and generic descriptions of 
the text. A teacher should introduce, at first, the title, the poet, and his age and form of 
the poem. A teacher should specify the theme and style of the poem in brief. On the 
Wikipedia Website, Scholes argues, “We must select from a fuller range of poetic texts, 
and we should present them in a way that encourages readers to connect the poems to 
their lives.” He believes that “the poet’s life and world are relevant.” (WEB) To describe 
the literature, poetry is the study of literature. In its broadest sense, a teacher should 
clarify how language use varies according to poet’s imagination, period, situation and the 
writership pictured in the text. Thus, teaching poetry is essentially the study of poetic 
work to greater understanding of its meaning and value. Hence, teaching poetry at 
undergraduate class must be on multi-dimensions. 
           In teaching poetry, every instructor will need to call upon and combine a range of 
techniques and methods. Teaching an individual poet or a single poem involves different 
problems than organizing a whole course. Obviously, much depends on historical issues, 
and how familiar the language and reference and context of the poem will be to readers. 
On the Wikipedia Website, it is said “But no one can argue that it is easier to teach the 
avant-garde L-A-N-G-U-A-G-E poets than Chaucer. The teacher has to ask oneself about 
the intended audience of learners – beginners, advanced, majors, graduate students, 
dabblers, artists, scientists?” (WEB) Then a teacher may introduce the form of the poem 
i.e. lyric, sonnet, ode, ballad, elegy or epic, idyll or song. He must specify the structure of 
the poem i.e. the total lines, stanzas or parts in the poem, form, rhyme, rhythm, tone, 
meter etc. and language of the poem. Poetry is written in a line of syllables with sonic 
and auditory relationships. The teacher should clarify the central idea or the theme of the 
poem. It states the deep structure of the poem. It also clarifies the art or aesthetic nature. 
The teacher should tell the presentation of the poem – whether it is presented first person 
point of view or second or third person view that it shows the poet’s involvement in the 
poem. It also shows an auto-biographical presentation, when a poem is written first 
person point of view. It further displays poet’s mind and thought. One of the most 
effective ways to show students how poetic language works is to have them compare a 
poem with a prose statement of the same theme, or compare two or more poems on 
similar themes. Then the poem is presented third person point of view, it gives the idea of 
other element. It is said that the poet is a painter of words. He colours the word by use of 
figures of speech. The teacher should clarify how a poet expresses his though in the 
poem. A dramatically-effective method of teaching poetry is reading it aloud. On the 
Wikipedia Website, Hugh Kenner (Johns Hopkins) is a believer in the physical properties 
of the poem. He recalls with affection a student who had learned to recite poetry from her 
father. Lecturers can present, explain, and demonstrate the subject matter of poetic 
analysis and interpretation, but telling the students about it is not the same as involving 
them in it. (WEB) A teacher can present the poem in tone that a student may understand a 
rhythmical flow of the verse. Poetry is well suited to the active classroom. The potential 
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power of teaching poetry depends on active student engagement with both poetic 
language and meaning. He should teach very effectively that a student may enjoy 
literature as a part of study. It also enriches knowledge of the literature. If a teacher can 
present a poem methodically, he may be successful in teaching poetry. Then he may 
fulfill the art of teaching poetry. 
 
Presenting deep structure of the poem : 
           The teacher should tell the context of the poem by stating deep structure of the 
text. He may clarify the abstract ideas of the words or phrases. He may mean the thought 
in the stanzas. Then he should tell the critical analysis of the text i.e. the most important 
figures of speech, like simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, irony etc. used by the 
poet and its role in the poem. The teacher should clarify internal and external thoughts 
presented in the poem and its literary meaning. Then he may specify connotative meaning 
that a student must understand the poem. He wants to tell his readers what the poem gives 
the massage or morale.   
  
Presenting surface structure of the poem : 
           Next to it, the teacher may clarify the role of the verse-code. As textual meaning 
gives all relevant elements and pattern of the poem, a few poems answer the description 
of the closer to the surface structure. Hence, a teacher must explain the lexical meaning to 
fulfill the image. Then he may define the quoted lines and other textual elements which 
specify surface characteristics of the poem. It also means the verse code, i.e. meter, 
rhyme, syllable etc. Further, he may explain linguistic phenomena i.e. sound, prosody, 
rhyme, stanza-pattern, grammar, syntax, semantics and style used by the poet. He should 
also give the idea of similarity of words, phrases, clauses and clause-pattern, parallelism, 
refrain, punctuation and capitalism etc. so that a student should understand the linguistic 
meaning of the poem. It also develops the vocabulary task.    
 
 Evaluation to test the Student : 
           Apart from teaching poetry, test of the student is necessary that a student may 
understand it or not. Hence, the teacher should prepare three-level evaluations i.e. 
comprehensive, grammar and vocabulary type questions, so that the students’ intelligence 
is tested.  
Comprehensive Questions : A teacher may ask simple questions like Yes/No-type, Wh-
type to the students. It enriches their improvement in syntax. A teacher may frame 
comprehensive questions like, true or false, statement and multiple-type questions. It also 
enriches the students’ intelligence. 
Grammar Task :  A teacher may give exercise on grammar sections. It enriches 
grammatical knowledge to write correct sentences. Then he should teach the clause-
patterns, elements of clauses, transformations so that it helps the linguistic interest in the 
poetry.  
Vocabulary Practice : Vocabulary stores the students and enriches additional knowledge. 
Hence, a teacher should introduce vocabulary practices. It should be multi-level. He 
should give new types of word like adding prefix or suffix, synonymous words, 
antonymous words. He should give the exercise like match the word with its meaning, 
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changing the class of the word, like noun, verb adverb adjective. Further there should be 
exercise like fill in the blanks, and make the sentence by use of phrase or idioms, such 
task should enrich the students about vocabulary knowledge. 
 
Conclusion:   
           Thus, a teacher should teach the poem at undergraduate class that they should 
perceive a poem better. It gives them real satisfaction and gets pleasure in itself that a 
student must love poetry as a literature. Overall, the models for teaching poetry – 
performance, imitation, generic focus, comparison, connection, engagement, evaluation – 
are traditionally the most hands-on in the literary repertoire. For these reasons, thinking 
about poetry is a good place to start thinking about teaching literature in general. Hence it 
can be inferred that the teaching poetry needs special attention, a new strategy in which 
the students are made to live the poem and experience it. They are given the freedom of 
thought and imagination to form personal views about it. It also develops the four skills, 
viz., reading, and writing, listening and speaking. 
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