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A change from subjugation to self-rule, from a privileged to an egalitarian, and 

from an elitist to a people oriented society presupposes radicalization if education which 

shapes thought and action in a society. Whether the country would adopt a capital 

intensive or a labour intensive approach to economy, whether it would adopt the 

technology of mass production or appropriate technology for all round development 

would even depend upon the polity sought to be created through the education system of 

the country. In India education system has been elitist in character. The fact that during 

the 35  years from the first plan to the fifth, allocation to the primary education has fallen 

from 57 % to 28 % and higher education has risen from 15 % of the total allocation to 

education and primary education has grown threefold whereas higher education has 

grown six fold goes to prove this point. Even within this over-all picture, 85 per cent drop 

out and stagnation between class I-V and 70 per cent of illiteracy in the country goes to 

prove that the current education system creates and nurtures an elitist society. 
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Introduction: 

          In a multilingual, multicultural society, language can be a source of weakness as it 

may divide and isolate one group from another. It can also be a source of strength, 

representing diverse manifestation of one underlying culture. Forced on an unmotivated 

learner, language like any other subject can be a burden, but when acquired, it enriches 

the mind beyond any individual subject, as it provides better understanding of the people 

and ht universe using it. Language, being emotive and related to the question of identity, 

can stir human easily and therefore, language planning needs to be considered and 

important context of economic planning need to be considered a country.  Literacy is 

essentially a language related competence. It is most unfortunate that, in this vital sector, 

all activities are conducted without any reference to the existing linguistic expertise. In a 

country with about 700 languages, each with its dialects, styles, registers and competing 

standards, present a formidable challenge for literacy. With the major writing systems 

and a host of minor ones, with the challenge of reducing the large bulk of unwritten 

languages into writing, the problem of traditional spelling and current pronunciation in 
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languages having long tradition of writing, and the problem of languages using more than 

one script, the task of literacy becomes all the more difficult.  Language curriculum, as it 

stands today, does not equip learners to manipulate through that language at higher stages 

of learning. Therefore in order to bridge the gap between the language acquisition at the 

end of the school stage and the language requirement at the beginning of college entrance 

it is necessary to offer Bridge Courses emphasizing skill based teaching of conceptual 

prose. Such Bridge Courses could be redundant once the much needed curriculum reform 

takes place. However, acceptance of the ideas of a Bridge Course as remedial measure to 

bridge the gap between the languages learnt and the language needed for special purpose 

will go a long way in bringing about curricular changes.  

The fear of domination of Hindi, however, is real and it cannot be swept under the 

carpet. If Hindi stands as a barrier against equality of opportunity in getting Central 

Government jobs for speakers of different non-Hindi languages then it is bound to be 

resisted. Therefore, it is necessary to provide checks and balances:  

(i) By setting up impartial professional bodies for conducting national level  

        selection tests. 

(ii) By ensuring that each person has a change to appear in or through his  

        language (restricted to the scheduled language);  

(iii) By ensuring that the knowledge in Hindi expected of the non-Hindi speaker is  

         comparable to the knowledge of other Indian language expected of the Hindi 

speakers 

  The decision about the use of languages for languages for administration 

continues to be erratic both in the states and in the Centre. English was the language 

through which people acquired wealth, status and rank in the society. The sole aim with 

which English was adopted as the language of education was to restrict education in 

India. Those who are privileged by English Education are naturally clamoring to make 

the benefits secure for their descendants. They have less concern either for literacy or for 

education of the whole country including people from their own group. Otherwise they 

could not argue in favor of a formula which is lesser than three language formula.  

Language in education is not only important in the context of formal education, 

but also assumes equal importance in the context of non-formal education. Language use 

in the context of non-formal Education has assumed importance as - 

(a) Literacy which forms an indispensable component of Non-formal Education for adults                   

essentially a language related task  

(b) Language is the most important medium of communication of ideas. In the context of 

multiplicity of languages, dialects, styles and registers in the country, it has not only 

become imperative to correct choice of the variety of language to be used for instant 

communication, but also link this language with the process of standardizations 



International Educational  E-Journal, {Quarterly}, ISSN 2277-2456,  Volume-I, Issue-II, Jan-Feb-Mar 2012 
 

 
www.oiirj.org                                                     ISSN 2277-2456    

 
Page 108 

conventions of the language. At this stage the taking place in various languages at 

various levels. It is important to be clear about the strategies of language learning 

before venturing into the task. As an adult person who is going to learn language 

through non-formal education already has mastery over a variety of spoken language, 

the major problem for him is 'to relate the language, to the writing following types of 

problems can be visualized. 

Once the choice of the script is made the way of presenting the script and relating 

to the spoken word would assume importance. Methods such as phonic method, word 

method, sentence method, etc., have been suggested by various experts in this context. 

The Central institute of Indian languages, for example, after closely scrutinizing the other 

available methodology and taking into consideration their string points and inadequacies 

has developed its own method of presentation based on the twin principles of patterned 

perception and contrastive observation. The Institute has also prepared a film for learning 

Devanagari and filmstrips for learning Bengali and Urdu scripts. A lot more research 

needs to be done in this area.   In any case quick surveys need to be done about functional 

vocabulary which is available with the people for whom the courses are designed. The 

Central Institute of Indian Languages has complied 'Recall Vocabulary' in all major 

languages other than Hindi which represents vocabulary in active command of educated 

native adult speakers of a language. Similar diagnostic studies may have to be done in the 

rural areas.  

It is important to recognize that good grammars of even the major languages are 

not available today. Without this grading of material into levels could be well-nigh 

impossible. In case of minor languages and tribal languages the situation is still worse. 

Instant grammatical analysis has to be simultaneously undertaken for target areas, where 

grammars are non-existent.  

The content to be transmitted for a farmer's literacy program for a program for 

workers education, for programs for 15 to 25 age group and for weaker sections of 

society are bound to dictate the use of different standards. Very often translations have to 

be resorted to from English or Hindi into other Indian languages. Translation requires 

considerable ability in manipulating both the source and target languages. A lot of the 

material which is translated from English becomes almost unintelligible to the Hindi 

speakers because of following English syntax closely. This aspect also needs to be looked 

into by the linguistic experts.  

Use of audio-visual media such as films, radio and TV add entirely new 

dimensions of communication. Radio in particular where dependence is entirely on the 

spoken word has to rely heavily on the language experts to ensure immediate 

communication. Since film and TV combine visual with the audio-material there is 

considerable scope for building bridges between different kinds of speech.  

Thus it would be seen from the illustrative list above that whether it is teaching 

reading and writing or using language for transmitting ideas, messages and information 

language has a pivotal role in non-formal education. Different between home language 
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and school language has been responsible for a good deal of wastage and stagnation in 

the formal education system. If non-formal education does not ensure instant 

communication and simultaneously build bridges which would permit a person to move 

into self study in the areas of his interest then the very purpose of non-formal education 

would have been defeated.  

Language use in education, in administration and in mass communication needs 

serious attention in any multilingual developing country. As a retrograde language policy 

can create a restrictive education and consequently and elitist society, a well-planned 

language policy can lay the foundation for democratic socialist polity and harness the 

country's man power for national development. It is acclaimed at all quarters that the 

present day education in India is elitist in orientation.   

Assumptions: 

                   The underlying assumptions is the above discussion need to be made explicit 

- 

1. An educated citizenry is a must for maintaining democratic values. Without an 

educated public, a democracy, to quote Madison, an American President, 'is either a farce 

of a tragedy'. English as the medium of instruction, the selective and limited education 

available to a restricted sector of the society, represent the farcical side. If tragedy is to be 

avoided, it is imperative that a broad-based universalistic education must be attempted, 

that will narrow the gulf between the elite and the masses by raising the general level. 

This is almost impossible to achieve under the present institutionalized schooling.  

2. Education is a major social instrument for achieving the twin social objectives of social 

solidarity and cultural pluralism. It is necessary and possible to recognise mutual 

difference and generate respect for each other while developing a sense of one nation, 

one country.  

3. The two great enemies of sound education are the absolutism of a monolithic mind and 

the producing 'people who all go the same way, indifferent of oblivious or even hostile to 

differences'. Rigidity inhibits adaptation and communication, and standardization leads a 

human social group to develop as a 'herd without soul'.  

4. The non-competitive, seniority based pyramidal structure of higher education and the 

accent on particularistic loyalties is the two major reasons for a decline in the standard of 

education. These coupled with 'want of necessary finance' at the right time and place, and 

want of determining the correct priority, account for the poor quality of education in 

India.  

Yet language teaching is one of the most neglected areas in India. There is no 

awareness of the difference between teaching a language, teaching about a language, and 

teaching through a language. Goals of language teaching are seldom defined, and 

consequently no serious thought is given to the methods, materials and media of 
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instruction. 54 % of the total study time in schools is devoted to language instruction 

without commensurate results. Both educationists and politicians talk about language 

"load" in schools. Yet they do not realize that, for most people, language is only a means 

of acquiring new knowledge or an additional facility. Not understanding these 

fundamental issues, we fail to avail of the numerous opportunities which come our way. 

To liberate education from these constraints, we must realize that by providing a 

language choice we can resolve the minorities' identity crisis. By focusing on language 

use it is possible to relate the social effects of art to its artistic merit and thus elevate the 

cultural level of the masses. By language engineering it is possible to widen the scales of 

communication and to reduce factors which divide and stratify the population.  
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