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 Social Change may takes place when human needs change. When the existing social 

system or  network of social institutions fails to meet the existing human needs and 

when new material suggest better way of meeting human needs Social Change takes 

place. Education can initiate Social Changes by bringing out a change in outlook and 

attitude of man. 

 Education is considered as a powerful instrument for Social Change, because it 

mainly deals with the thought patterns and behavior  patterns of the young generation. 

Education serves as an instrument to change the attitude of pupils, inculcate new 

thinking, ideas, ideals and ideologies in pupils.  

                       Hence it is to be understood that the school should strive to Educate 

person in accordance with the needs, requirements and aspiration of the society. 

While Education as a whole is the chief medium effecting social change and social 

control, this in turn has several media to achieve the objectives.   
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Introduction :-                                                                                                                                 

                       “There is nothing permanent except change in the world.”- Pandit 

Neharu 

                          In all spheres of life,  thing are changing. In the Economic sphere we 

are entering the industrial era due to advance in science and technology; in the 

Political field we are  building up democratic organization. In the sphere of Education 

we are straining to get free from a system which held creativeness in an iron 

stranglehold. 

                          Society is dynamic. Man always looks forward to the future in order 

to project and adjust himself to a higher status. By social change we refer to whatever 

may happen in the course of time to the roles, the institution or the orders comprising 

a social structure, their emergence, growth and decline. 

                           Education is a creature and creator of social change. The social 

change to a great extent are brought about through the process of education. In the 

words of Education Commission Report, “ Education is expected to change the 

attitude and values among people and creat in them a desire for progress.” 

                           In short Educationalist, Educators and Schools have a tremendous 

responsibility in social change. If society is to change in the right direction it is 
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essential that attention is to be paid to the Educational systems. As Education is at 

once creature and creator of social change. 

Concept of Social Change:-  

                               Change is certain as society has never been absolutely static. Since the 

beginning of history of man’s life change has been there , very slow in the beginning but 

gradually man’s  innovation in the field of tool making and agriculture have been galvanizing 

the process of change until today, when the world has been caught  up in the whirlpool of 

technological and social change. 

                                 It is only when the change involves an alternation in the structure and 

functioning of societal forms or processes themselves that we can speak of social change.  

View of Fairchild:- “ Social change means variations or modifications in any aspects of 

social process, patterns or forms.” 

View of Jenson:- “ Social change may be defined as  modification  in the way of doing and 

thinking of people.” 

View of Harry Johnson:- “ In its basic sense social change means change in social 

structure.”   

                                 In the light of above definitions social change can best be defined as a 

new fashion or mode either modifying or replacing the old, in the life of people or in the 

operation of society. Social change includes modification in social techniques, relationships, 

behavior   patterns, folk ways, mores and institutions, some time leading to change in 

philosophic outlook. 

Some scholars depict the process of social change in the following manner: 

 

Change in the Experiences of Individual 

 

 

Change in the Attitude of Individual 

 

 

Change in the Thought Patterns of Individual 

 

 

Change in the Social Interaction 

 

 

Change in the Social Relations 

 

 

Change in the Social Structure 

 

 

 

SOCIAL CHANGE 
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Thus the Social Change is the name given to the harmonious blending of changes in 

various aspects of society such as Scientific and technology, Mores and Codes, 

Economics, Ideology, Political, Religious and Morals etc. 

Relation Between  Education and Social Change:- 

                                                                                      Social Change may be brought 

about by Economic situation, Political situation, Scientific or Technological 

development or development in Philosophical Thinking. Whatever means the change 

may brought  about, Education always plays an important parts in its propogation. We 

may  summarize  the relation between Education and Social Change in the following 

manner. 

i) Education prepares the individual for social change. 

ii) Education determines the values which act as a criterion for the analysis of 

social change. 

iii) Education initiates, directs and guide social change and help in the 

abolition of social evils. 

iv) Education produces social reformers and leaders who make deliberate 

efforts to bring about social change. 

v) Education contributes to social change by bringing changes in knowledge, 

skills and inculcating progressive attitude. 

vi) Education determines the nature of social changes which ought to be 

brought about. 

      

Education as an Instrument in Social Change:- 

                                   “The cards of life are placed on the table,” says 

Radhakrishnan, “ but the success in the game depends more upon the players than 

upon the cards.” Hence to bring out social change,  Education plays the role of cards 

but the systems which run Education must use it in proper way to bring out positive 

social change in society. Hence orthodox and superstitions must  disappear ; isolation 

and exclusiveness must crumble; and this is the task of  Education. Education and 

social change are closely linked. 

According to V.R.Taneja, “Education and social change is a two way traffic, while 

education preserve, transmits and stimulates the wholesome culture. The society also 

according to its changed condition expect the school to review and plan its work 

according to demand and aspiration of the changing society. The whole planning of 

school including the methods of instruction and the curriculum should reflect changes 

in social values and pattern.”    

                                         Education is the key that opens the doors of social change in 

various fields like Religious,  Political, Cultural, Economic, Ideology etc. Now it is 

essential to rethink about Aims, Curriculum, Methods of Teaching and Teachers Role  

to bring out social change as per the needs of society. When we are thinking about 

Role of Education in social change we must think about following aspects of 

Education,  
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   (I) Aims of Education:   

                                 Aim of  Education have to be in accordance with the 

time. According  to Indian Education Commission(1964-66)  “ No reform 

is more urgent than to transform education, to endeavour , to relate it to 

the life , needs, aspirations of the people and thereby make it a powerful 

instrument of social, economic and cultural transformation necessary for 

the realization of our gaols.”   

The following aims of Education have been stressed by the commission 

i) Increasing Productivity 

ii) Achieving Social and National Integration 

iii) Accelerating the process of Modernization 

iv) Cultivating Social, Moral and Spiritual values    

 

    (II) Curriculum:  

                            There was a change in the curriculum of Education 

because of social change. The school curriculum should reflect the 

progressive trends of society. A strong science based curriculum should 

introduce. Honesty, Co-Curricular Activities , Adult Education, Population 

Education, Women’s Education etc. this fields should cover in curriculum. 

Co-curricular activities should plan to overcome Orthodox thinking, 

Superstitious things and Exploiting traditional mind set. In curriculum 

various activities should plan which inculcate scientific attitude with 

morality. 

Role of 
Education 
in Social 
Change 

Aims of 
Education 

Curriculum 

Methods 
of  

Teaching 

Role of 
Teacher 
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 (III) Methods of Instruction:  

                                            In ancient time methods of teaching was not 

student centric. Through this method no effort was made to develop 

democratic values. Methods of instruction should also reflect the larger 

interest of the society. In democracy they should encourage development 

of Intellectual, Social and Moral virtues, free play of intelligence and 

development of individual personalities. To develop this  Teaching 

Methods such as Project Method, Heuristic Method, Experimental 

Method, Discussion Method, Seminar etc. were adopted and democratic 

values developed through them. Hence methods of instruction should also 

reflect the larger interest of society. 

 

        (IV)Teachers Role:  

                                 Teacher is the key to the quality of Education. His 

task is far beyond remaining busy with musty text  books and rusty black 

board. In the words of Swami Rama Tirtha, “The greatest honor to a 

Teacher is crucification.”  Teacher thinking should modern at the same 

time he should respect our culture. because students always see him as 

ideal, students always imitating teacher in all Teacher behavior should be 

friendly and cooperative with pupils as well as with colleagues. Teacher is 

the most important factor in Education, they are charged with the task of 

providing leadership to the youth and training the youth in leadership.  

Now days  role of Teacher is as Social Engineer, Social Worker, The 

Backbone of society, The Custodian, Architecture of our future and 

Ambassador of social Change. 

                               Whenever some social change occurs, it is easily 

adopted by some people while others find it very difficult to adjust 

themselves to this change. It is the function of education to assist people in 

adopting good changes, people will welcome and adopt any social change 

when they becomes convinced of its utility and desirability. Education 

promotes capacity to welcome and accept social change. Thus education 

creates a wholesome and conducive environment for this social change to 

become acceptable to all. 

 In the words of Dr. Radhakrishnan,  “ Education is an agent for social 

change.” 

 If we want to speed up social change through education then educate all, 

educate backward classes, educate womens, and provide adult education.   
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