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The role of education as an agent of social change and social development is widely 

recognized today. When the existing social system fails to meet the existing human needs 

and when new materials suggest better ways of meeting human needs, social change 

takes place 

Social change does not take place on its own. Social change takes place as a response to 

many types of changes that take place on the social and non-social environment. 

Education can initiate social changes by bring about a change in the outlook and attitude 

of people. It can bring about a change in the pattern of social relationships and thereby it 

may cause social changes. 

There was a time when educational institutions and teachers were engaged in transmitting 

a way of life to the student. During those days, education was more a means of social 

control than an instrument, of social change. But now the time has changed. Education 

plays an important role for social change. If we want to bring about change in the society, 

we need to work from grass roots level. That is primary education. 
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Introduction 

The role of education as an agent of social change and social development is widely 

recognized today. When the existing social system fails to meet the existing human needs 

and when new materials suggest better ways of meeting human needs, social change 

takes place 

Social change does not take place on its own. Social change takes place as a response to 

many types of changes that take place on the social and non-social environment. 

Education can initiate social changes by bring about a change in the outlook and attitude 

of people. It can bring about a change in the pattern of social relationships and thereby it 

may cause social changes. 

Abstract 
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There was a time when educational institutions and teachers were engaged in transmitting 

a way of life to the student. During those days, education was more a means of social 

control than an instrument, of social change. But now the time has changed. Education 

plays an important role for social change. If we want to bring about change in the society, 

we need to work from grass roots level. That is primary education. 

Primary Education-Issues  

Sixty-two years after India’s independence, many of India's children are still not getting 

schooling. Although a constitutional directive urges all states to provide free and 

compulsory education for all children up to the age of 14, India is still far from achieving 

it.  

 More than 80 percent of India's children start school in the first grade, but less than 50 

percent continue up to grade eight. This means that dropout rates are high. The 

government of India started a Sarva Shiksha or "Education for all" plan in 2001 and 

pledged that by 2005 it would get every Indian child into school.  

While this has lead to more than 90 percent enrolment rates in some places, many non-

governmental reports have found that many students are just registered while on average 

only 70 percent of them attend classes. Some children are enrolled there because teachers 

are pressured to enroll a large number of children in order to keep their jobs. But actually 

those children are studying in a local private school or dropped out from the school but 

their names are still kept on the rolls. The other reason can be that schools are designed as 

per the urban lifestyle so the rural schools do not have any break for the harvesting 

season when children go to work to bring in the harvest. The third reason is that 

unfortunately in several schools teacher attendance is itself very weak. It is also found 

that the teachers are there in the school but they do not go to the classes to teach. 

Many students are attracted to school to get a free lunch offered there by the government. 

But even then, the quality of education provided in the rural schools is a problem. Many 

times, even a standard 7 student does not know how to read and write. They do not know 

‘A, B, C, D’. They are not able to form sentences.  

Experts agree that a dramatic change is needed to improve the education system of India 

from grassroots level, including stricter checks on the functioning of schools and the 

quality of teaching. Otherwise, many bright minds will continue to lack a proper 

education in India, which is more and more relying on knowledge-based industries to 

compete on world markets. 

Primary Education-Prospects 

There is a good deal of talk about motivating children to come to school, but there is little 

discussion about retaining those who are already sufficiently motivated to come. During 

the current planning exercise an effort has been made to focus attention on retention 

while increasing enrolment. However, it must be understood that drop out and stagnation 

have many causes, prominent among which are the following. 

(a) Gap between teacher competence and curricular demand. Unless new methods, 

materials and content developments are brought to the attention of the teacher, his 

teaching is bound to remain uninspiring.  
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(b) Lack of a proper language strategy. Since language is a subject as well as the medium 

of thought and expression, only a proper language strategy which ensures identity 

affirmation, smooth transition from home language to school language and enables the 

child to study subjects through that medium can motivate the child to continue. Lack of 

control over language skills results in poor performance in numeracy and Math. Lack of 

communication between the teacher and the taught due to difference in the home 

language and the school language of the child is a major factor in drop out and 

stagnation. 

(c) Irrelevance of education to the needs of the learner. Rigidity in th formal system does 

not permit the child to help the parents in productive activities. Only need based 

curricula, flexibility in approach, diversified textual material relevant to the needs of 

learners, increasing the competence of teacher are answers to this problem. Educational 

administrators should think of decentralized curricula, need based textual material and 

flexibility in time for reaching the desired objectives. As long as serious attention is not 

given to these aspects, it will be difficult to arrest drop out and stagnation.  

(d)In the discussion about the physical amenities, buildings, population, distance, free 

meal, free clothing and free books, concerned people have lost sight of the purpose of 

education. If the main purpose of education is to develop the potential of human 

resources, the Primary Education has been a sad failure. Under the weight of uniformity 

of curriculum, textbooks and even of school timings and vacations, irrespective of the 

ecological conditions, all the group specific traits and needs are leveled down. There is no 

earthly reason why school timings should be same at all places and all the year round. 

The school timings need to be adjusted not only to free the child for certain period of the 

day to help the parents in productive activities or to engage them in creative activities but 

also free the school so that it could be used for other purposes, preferably as a 

Community Centre. Similarly there is no reason why the vacation should not be related to 

the regional cultural festivity, the crop cycle and the climatic condition. All this requires 

flexibility in the educational administration. Some of these have already been attempted 

in States like Manipur which shows that if other States so desire, these changes could be 

brought about.  

(e)Primary Education is receiving greater attention from educational policy makers and 

planners in the wake of the implementation of a new policy. The greatest problem in 

Primary Education is the lack of conviction and will on the part of key persons in the 

field about the worthwhileness and feasibility of any comprehensive action in this area. 

The problems of enrolment and retention are so massive that it frightens is most 

administrators to near inaction. Planning being essentially sectoral and allocative, there is 

a flutter at the beginning of each period for allocation of funds to this sector. Most of this 

money is spent for providing infrastructure. In spite of the increase in inputs, the output is 

poor both in qualitative and quantitative terms. 

Primary Education at Crossroads 

There are many reasons primary education in India has been trapped in a negative 

equilibrium (even if at higher levels India possesses some of the most brilliant students in 
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the world). Students from different grades are often herded together in one class, making 

it difficult for the teacher to parcel out his or her time and attention. Teaching methods 

can be antiquated; textbooks too ambitious in the demands they make on a child; and in 

some states there is a culture of teacher absenteeism. Less than half of the rural 

households surveyed had any print material available at home, meaning that children 

were limited to exercising their reading only in class time. Twenty percent of the children 

surveyed were first-generation schoolgoers, meaning that their parents didn't have the 

capability to provide a second, all-important layer of education and supervision. At each 

grade level, most children start at a point well below that of their textbooks, thereby 

falling further and further behind. All these discrete processes need greater scrutiny, as 

much as larger matters of funding and legislation. 

Everyone in the system -- teachers, parents or administrators -- share the premise that 

education is not meant to benefit the average student in the average school. The goal of 

education, in this view, is to permit the most successful students to get through the 

difficult exams that get thrown at them and hit the jackpot of a government job or a place 

in an engineering school. The rest, unavoidably, will just drop out. 

The key features of the Indian economy is between the elite that have a good education 

and the rest of the population that don't. In the labour market for people with good 

education, wages are going up. But if you are really going to a school but not getting any 

education, you are really not equipping these children to work productively in a modern 

economy. 

The countries that produce the most 15-year-olds in the global top 10 per cent, India is 

right up there. Crude calculations are that they produce about 100,000 students a year in 

the global top 10 per cent. People are then reluctant to believe that the same economy that 

is producing 100,000 a year in the global top 10 per cent is also churning out millions 

with zero skills. 

As the many guidelines for schools and teachers contained in the Right to Education Act 

come into force in the coming years, it is to be hoped that the amount of useful feedback 

now widely available about the elementary education system will be used to supply, after 

several decades of failed attempts, a universal basic education that is not just a right but 

also a fact. only if we can implement primary education to all and reduce drop-out rate, 

we can think of social upward mobility. 
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